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Welcome!
The following pages will introduce you to the 

Experience Preschool Curriculum system. 
If you have any questions, please contact us. 
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What’s inside 
the box?

Your fi rst Experience Preschool box 
contains different types of bags 
with materials to help you teach:

Getting Started Kit
Circle Time Bag 

Teacher Tool Bag
Lesson Packs and Supply Bags
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Circle Time Pack
In the Circle Time Bag, you will 
fi nd manipulatives and other 
hands-on tools that can be used 
all month long to explore each 
thematic study’s featured shape, 
color, numbers and letters.

Teacher Tool Pack
Your monthly reference and 
lesson planning materials are 
in the Teacher Tool Bag. Inside 
the bag, you will fi nd the weekly 
Teacher Guides, Skills Chart, 
Theme Web and Gathering List.
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Circle Time Pack

CIRCLE 
TIME

Getting Started Kit
Read this Getting Started Guide 
for a step-by-step guide on how 
to use the curriculum and set up 

your learning space.

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
Getting Started Guide

Developmental Continuum 
of Skills Poster

Circle Time Displays & Posters
Weather Station

Title Cards
Monthly Calendar Labels

Feelings Pockets
Alphabet Strip

Loose Letter Parts
Alphabet Cards & Number Cards

Pocket Cube
Songs & Transitions

Daily Routines
Station Signs

Calming Corner Supplies
I’m a Little Helper Resource

Sign Language Poster
World Map Poster
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Lesson Packs & Supply Bags
Each Curriculum Kit includes Lesson 
Packs and Supply Bags. Lesson Packs and 
Supply Bags are fi lled with the core art 
supplies, games, storybooks, photos and 
materials that you will use with the daily 
recommended activities in your Teacher 
Guide. The materials are conveniently 
packaged and prepped.  
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How do I set up Circle Time 
and classroom displays?

Set up your Circle Time Display and collect new pieces to add to it each month.

4

Calendar © 2024 Experience Early Learning Co.

Sunday
domingo

Monday
lunes

Tuesday
martes

Wednesday
miércoles

Thursday
jueves

Friday
viernes

Saturday
sábado

sunny

rainy

windystormy

snowy

cloudy ho
t warm

cool

cold

fre
ez

in
g

WEATHER STATION

ca
lm

breezy

w
indy

Circle Time: Weather Station © 2024 Experience Early Learning, Co.

b

Theme Poster © 2022 Experience Early Learning Co.

September
October

November

circle
círculo

Color and Shape Mat: Red Circle © 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

red
ro o

one
uno

two
dos

Number Card: One © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co. Number Card: Two © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co.

one
uno

two
dos

Number Card: One © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co. Number Card: Two © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Title Cards 2  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Shape&Color

Forest Friends

Letter
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Shape&Color

Forest Friends

Letter
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Shape&Color

Forest Friends

Letter

Title Cards
Circle Time

Number
Feelings

Check-In

Title Cards 1  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Title Cards
Circle Time

Number
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Check-In
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We can encourage others by 
putting their feelings first.

Kindness

Forest Friends Trait  © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co.
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Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff 

Gg Hh Ii J  Kk Ll Mm

Nn Oo Pp Q Rr Ss Tt

Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz 
Alphabet Strip  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.
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WEATHER STATION 
(Getting Started Kit)

CALENDAR & PIECES 
(Circle Time Bag)

CONVERSATION POSTER 
(Lesson Pack)

LETTER CARDS 
(Circle Time Bag)

NUMBER CARDS 
(Circle Time Bag)

ALPHABET STRIP 
(Getting Started Kit)

SHAPE 
& COLOR CARD 
(Circle Time Bag)

FOREST 
FRIENDS TRAIT 
(Circle Time Bag)

THEME POSTER 
(Circle Time Bag)FEELINGS 

CHECKIN 
POCKETS 

(Getting Started Kit)

WEATHER STATION

Color

Forest Friends Trait  © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co.
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Setting Up Your 
Learning Space
This room layout is only one 
suggested arrangement. Given 
your unique space, consider 
organizing your room layout 
to best fi t the needs and traffi c 
patterns of your children. Place 
louder, more active learning 
areas together. On the opposite 
side of the room, set up the 
quieter play or reading areas. 
Large group or circle time 
space can be an extension of 
larger activity areas, such as 
dramatic play or block areas. 
Remember to decorate walls 
or hang children’s artwork at a 
child’s eye level. By designing 
spaces for a child’s height, 
interests and activity levels, you 
communicate to the children 
that they belong.

Reading
Corner

STEAM/
Science

Lab

Math 
& Manipulatives

Zone

Circle Time 
& Dramatic Play

Glue

PaintPaint Paint

Bookcase
Storage Shelving

STEAM/
Science

Sand/Sensory
Table

Blocks

Active
(Louder)

WET

Passive
(Quieter)

DRY

Art
Studio

Circle Time Setup
Your Getting Started Kit and Circle Time bags contain everything you 
need to set up a Circle Time display and update it monthly. Some 
pieces, such as the Alphabet Strip and Weather Station, will remain 
for the year, while others, like the Calendar and Theme Posters, 
will change monthly. Letter Cards and Conversation Posters will be 
changed throughout the month as the curriculum requires. Please see 
the example/sample display. 

In addition to your display pieces, your Circle Time Bag will contain 
tools that will be used throughout the month for various activities. You 
may choose to display some of these pieces when not in use. 

To help you designate areas in your learning space 
for specifi c purposes, we’ve provided a variety of 
Station Signs in your Getting Started Kit. 

To help you designate areas in your learning space 
for specifi c purposes, we’ve provided a variety of 
Station Signs in your Getting Started Kit. 

CIRCLE TIME
CIRCLE 
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What’s in the 
Teacher Tool Bag?

This bag includes the following 
items every month:

Teacher Guides
Theme Web

Weekly Activity Skills Charts
Gathering List

Tracks & Lyrics Sheet
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Snuggle up 
  with pet 
    stories

Cat, dog, bird, 
   fi sh and turtle

DISCOVERY ACTIVITIESPet Bingo • How Many Fish? Game • Doggie Bowls Matching Surprised Cat Dance • Make Fish Bubbles • T Is for Turtle

LESSONS 11 - 15

Practice routines 
  of kindness

E X P E R I E N C E

MY PETS
Snuggle up 
  with pet 
    stories

LESSONS 11 - 15

MY PETS

Caring hands,       kind hearts

    Build 
 a vocabulary of encouraging          words

   Sharing 
and taking turns

DISCOVERY ACTIVITIESStamping Encouragement • Help! Iʼm Lost! • Tea for All 
Sign for Help • Sharing Bracelet • Friendly Parade

LESSONS 16 - 20

E X P E R I E N C EFRIENDLY TRAITS
An                        Teacher Guide

  Celebrate 

your family 

      tree

   Brothers, 

Sisters, Mom,    

  Dad, Grandma 

and Grandpa

Enjoy games 

  that nurture       

     belongingness

DISCOVERY ACTIVITIES

Counting Families • Matching Diverse Families • Make a Wreath for Mom 

Sibling Love Song • Design Grandma Glasses

E X P E R I E N C E 

MY FAMILY
LESSONS 1- 5

An         
         

     Teacher Guide

Cat, dog, bird, 
   fi sh and turtle

DISCOVERY ACTIVITIESPet Bingo • How Many Fish? Game • Doggie Bowls Matching Surprised Cat Dance • Make Fish Bubbles • T Is for Turtle

Practice routines 
  of kindness

MY PETS  Celebrate 

your family 

      tree

   Brothers, 

Sisters, Mom,    

  Dad, Grandma 

and Grandpa

Enjoy games 

  that nurture       

     belongingness

DISCOVERY ACTIVITIES

Counting Families • Matching Diverse Families • Make a Wreath for Mom 

Sibling Love Song • Design Grandma Glasses

  Feelings in 

many colors

   Happy, sad, 

mad, scared 

  and surprised

 Empathy 

and helping   

     others

DISCOVERY ACTIVITIES
Tub of Tears STEAM Station • Shadow Puppets 

Body Language Game • Making Faces • Scared Puppy Dance

LESSONS 6 - 10

E X P E R I E N C E

MY FEELINGS
An                       

 Teacher Guide

The weekly Teacher Guides are your day-by-day 
lesson plan books, featuring over 100 theme-based 
discussion and activity ideas for each month. You 
receive one 4-week set in each monthly kit.

Inside the Teacher Guide, there are daily lesson plans
featuring Circle Time, Small Group, Table Top, Storytime, 
Creative Corner, Closing Time and ideas for 
open-ended STEAM Stations. The consistent layout 
for every lesson plan will help you quickly fi nd the 
information you need.

At the front of each Teacher Guide is a Quick Peek
overview of the upcoming games, materials and 
activities in math, literacy, music, art and STEAM. 

Teacher Tool Bag?

TEACHER TOOLS
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LESSON 9

D I S C U S S I O N
SED 1d Self-AwarenessLLD 2a Communication

•Show the Conversation Poster and ask, “When might you feel surprised?”

A L P H A B E T A D V E N T U R E
LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

•Show the letter Pp card. Use a letter chant to review the letter name and sound. Invite the children to say the sound and do the movement.

Surprised
Surprise PartySED 1d Self-Awareness   SED 3c Social Relationships 

C O M M U N I T Y  C H A L L E N G E

Do Together
•Explain what it means to feel surprised. Use the face and body to 

demonstrate. Ask, “Would you want a surprise party? Why or why not?”
•Have the children stand in a circle. Select a child to stand in the middle. 

Invite the children in the circle to call out "surprise!" Encourage the child 
in the middle to show their surprised face. Repeat.

This activity builds self-awareness by supporting emotion 
identifi cation and group participation.

Circle Time

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 
Do they create a scene and role-play?

Discuss
• What are some ways your family celebrates? What would you wear to a party?

Make
• Give each child a plate. Encourage the children to dip a � nger in paint and decorate the plate with � ngerprints.• Once dry, help the children fold the plate in half and cut four equal slits in the center to make triangles.• Open the plate, then fold up the eight triangles to create a crown. Decorate with stickers as desired.

Play
• Invite the children to wear their crowns and pretend they are at a party. Ask questions about the type of party, who will be there and what will happen. 

Party CrownCA 4a Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor   SS 1b Culture & Community

C R E A T I V E  C O R N E R

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES
Glue
Paint
Scissors 
(child-safe)

 Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor  

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

YOUR SUPPLIES

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Party CrownCA 4a Drama  CA 4a Drama  

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES
Glue
Paint
Scissors 
(child-safe)

Make
&Play
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I Will 
Surprise My Friend!

by Mo Willems
LLD 6a & LLd 6b Reading Comprehension

•Show the book cover and read the title. Defi ne the word “surprise.” Invite the children to brainstorm ways Elephant and Piggie might surprise each other. Record their answers.•Read the book. Defi ne words, such as, rock, monster, lunch, save and tag. Talk about the characters. Ask questions, such as, “Who are the characters ? What did they want to do?"•If you read the book again, invite the children to share their feelings. Ask, “Did you feel surprised? Did you like the story? Why or why not?"

S U G G E S T E D  S T O R Y
Five-Eyed MonsterM 1c Number Sense   PD 2 Fine Motor

Discuss and Explore• How many eyes do you have? Help the children count one number to one eye. What if you saw a monster with � ve eyes? How would you feel?• Explain that the children will play a number game to add eyes to their monsters.
Play Together 
• Place the cards in the cube. Invite a child to roll the cube and identify the number. If needed, identify the number for them.

• Invite the children to put that many wiggle eyes on their playdough monster. Repeat.
• Simplify: Lay out � ve wiggle eyes. Invite the children to match their wiggle eyes one-to-one.• Challenge: Invite the children to count wiggle eyes using higher number cards.

OBSERVE: Does the child count up to fi ve wiggle eyes?

S M A L L  G R O U P  M A T H

R E F L E C T I O N
LLD 2a Communication   SED 1d Self-Awareness •Who would you want to surprise? How would you do it? 

M U S I C  A N D  M O V E M E N TSurprise DanceCA 2a Dance & Movement   PD 4b Personal Care•Play “Surprise! (Instrumental),” track 5 on the Dancing with My Family album.•Invite the children to tiptoe and dance quietly to the beat of the calm music. Encourage them to pop up with surprise and dance with energy to the excited music. •Name different body parts. Explore moving just that part in different ways and with different energy levels.

Closing Time

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes
 Number Cards: 
1-6*

 Pocket Cube*
YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough
 Scissors

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 
Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 
and /p/?

Set Up
• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play• Show the children the I Spy Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter A and the /a/ sound. Provide an example of a word that begins with the letter Aa.
• Encourage the children to � nd and color pictures that begin with the /a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the upper- and lowercase letter As.• Repeat for the letter Pp.

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring: 
Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses: 
Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Crayons

FAMILY & PETS  LESSON 9

I Spy Letter Aa and PpLLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

 Playdough

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Playdough
 Scissors

For children with fi ne motor challenges,see “Adaptations”

A

I Will 

Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

• What are some ways your family celebrates? 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 

Five-Eyed MonsterM 1c

S M A L L  G R O U P  

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes
 Number Cards:  Number Cards: 

 Pocket Cube* Pocket Cube*

Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 
Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 
and /p/?

Set Up
• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play• Show the children the I Spy Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter A and the /a/ sound. Provide an example of a word that begins with the letter Aa.
• Encourage the children to � nd and color pictures that begin with the /a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the upper- and lowercase letter As.• Repeat for the letter Pp.

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring:  I Spy Coloring: 
Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses:  I Spy Glasses: 
Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Crayons Crayons

I Spy Letter Aa and PpLLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Playdough
 Scissors

For children with fi ne motor challenges,see “Adaptations”

A

 Crayons Crayons Crayons

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 
Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 

• Encourage the children to � nd and color pictures that begin with the /a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the upper- and lowercase letter As.• Repeat for the letter Pp.

Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 

6

information you need.
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Happy Colors

SED 1d Self-Awareness   

LLD 2a Communication  

CA 3a Visual Arts

Dog + House 

= Doghouse!

LLD 3b Phonological Awareness

COMMUNITY 

CHALLENGE

LANGUAGE/

LITERACY

HAPPY
Happy is an emotion or feeling that can be 

expressed in di� erent ways. Many people show 

happiness by smiling or laughing. 

SAD 
Sad is an emotion or feeling that can be expressed 

in di� erent ways. Some people show sadness by 

crying or moving slowly. 

SCARED 
Scared is an emotion or feeling that can be 

expressed in di� erent ways. Children can learn 

ways to cope when they are scared, such as 

hugging a stu� ed animal.

SURPRISED 

Surprised is an emotion or feeling that can be 

expressed in di� erent ways. Children can explore 

this emotion by role-playing a surprise party.

MAD
Mad is an emotion or feeling that can be 

expressed in di� erent ways. � ere are many 

coping strategies children can try when they feel 

mad, such as breathing exercises or squeezing 

something soft. 

How Do They Feel?

SED 3d Social Relationships   

LLD 2a Communication

Wolf's Gift

LLD 6b Reading Comprehension   

ATL 2b Flexibility & Play 

CA 4a Drama

Scared of Spiders 

SED 1d Self-Awareness  

LLD 2a Communication

Family & Pet 

Syllables
LLD 3b Phonological Awareness

Surprise Party 

SED 1d Self-Awareness   

SED 3c Social Relationships 

I Spy Letter Aa 

and Pp
LLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   

LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

I’m Mad!
SED 1d Self-Awareness   

SED 2a Self Regulation   

SED 4b Problem-Solving

All Our Feelings 

Are Okay

LLD 3a Phonological Awareness
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QUICK PEEK: MATERIALS 

INTRODUCED THIS WEEK

Many games, projects and art supplies are included in the 

Daily Discovery Bags. Use this chart to see which hands-on 

materials are featured day-by-day.

LLD 3b Phonological Awareness

LLD 3a Phonological Awareness

LLD 3b Phonological Awareness

 Phonological Awareness
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RESOURCES FOR PRINTABLE POSTERS

BO
O

KS
ARE NOT INCLUDED, FIND AT LIBRARY

MATH 

AND REASONING CREATIVE ARTS

MUSIC 

AND MOVEMENT 

RECOMMENDED 

BOOKS

STAT IONS

STAT IONS

Match Your 

Emotions
M 6 Classifi cation   

SED 1d Self-Awareness    

Bear's Forest

CA 3b Visual Arts   

SCI 2a Natural Science

Happy Dance

CA 2a Dance & Movement   

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge  

SED 2a Self Regulation

Pretend Party

SS 1b Culture & Community   

SED 1b Self-Awareness   

CA 4a Drama

A Bear Hug 

for Bunny

LLD 6b Reading Comprehension

SED 3d Social Relationships

SED 4a 

Body Language

M 1a Number Sense   

SED 1d Self-Awareness   

PD 1 Gross Motor 

Listen & Draw

LLD 7b Writing   

LLD 2a Communication   

SED 3d Social Relationships 

Feel Better 

SED 3d Social Relationships   

CA 4b Drama

Tub of Tears

SCI 1b Investigation & Inquiry  

SCI 4 Technology   

ATL 1a Attention & Persistence

The Quilt Story

LLD 5 Concepts of Print

LLD 6a & LLD 6b

Surprise Patterns

M 5 Patterns

Shadow Puppets

SCI 2b Natural & Earth Science   

SCI 4 Technology   

LLD 2a Communication

Scared Puppy

SED 1d Self-Awareness   

CA 2a Dance & Movement

Calming Corner

SED 2a Self Regulation    

SED 1d Self-Awareness    

CA 4a Drama

Glad Monster, 

Sad Monster

LLD 6a Reading Comprehension

SED 1d Self-Awareness

LLD 7b Writing

Five-Eyed Monster

M 1c Number Sense   

PD 2 Fine Motor

Party Crown

CA 4a Drama  

PD 2 Fine Motor  

SS 1b Culture & Community

Surprise Dance

CA 2a Dance & Movement   

PD 4b Personal Care

Noisemakers  

SCI 3b Physical Science  

PD 2 Fine Motor

I Will Surprise 

My Friend!

LLD 6a & LLD 6b 

Reading Comprehension

Happy Hearts

M 1c Number Sense   

SED 3c Social Relationships 

Picasso Painting

SED 1a Self-Awareness   

CA 3a Visual Arts  

PD 2 Fine Motor

Relax & Sway

SED 2a Self Regulation   

CA 2a Dance & Movement

Making Faces

SED 1a & SED 1d Self-Awareness   

SS 1c Culture & Community  

When I Am Angry

SED 2a Self-Regulation  

LLD 6a Reading Comprehension

 Culture & Community

Forest FriendsForest Friends

Forest Friends © 2019 Experience Early Learning Co.

A Forest Friends Book

A Bear Hug for Bunny
A Bear Hug for Bunny

A story about kindness

9 781937 954406

90000ISBN 978-1-937954-
40-6US $7.95

Tub of Tears

SCI 1b Investigation & Inquiry  

SCI 4 Technology   

ATL 1a Attention & Persistence

Calming Corner

SED 2a Self Regulation    

SED 1d Self-Awareness    

CA 4a Drama

Noisemakers  

SCI 3b Physical Science  

 Fine Motor

Making Faces

SED 1a & SED 1d Self-Awareness   

Culture & Community  

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

?

?

How do eyes 

make tears?

What is 

your favorite 

“calm down” 

activity?

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.
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?

?

What cookie 

shape will 

you make?

What do you 

do at a party?

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.
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?

?

What can you 

use to make 

different noises?

How many 

different faces 

can you make?
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© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

?

?

How do eyes 

make tears?

What is 

your favorite 

“calm down” 

activity?

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.
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?

?

What can you 

use to make 

different noises?

How many 

different faces 

can you make?

LLD 6a Reading Comprehension

Experience Preschool music is exclusively streaming. 

You can fi nd it on Amazon Music, Apple Music, Spotify, YouTube 

and in Member Resources and the                
       app.

Experience Preschool music is exclusively streaming. 

You can fi nd it on Amazon Music, Apple Music, Spotify, YouTube 

and in Member Resources and the                
       app.

Daily Discovery Bags. Use this chart to see which hands-on 

MATH 

AND REASONING CREATIVE ARTS

Match Your 

Emotions
M 6 Classifi cation   

SED 1d Self-Awareness    

Bear's Forest

CA 3b Visual Arts   

SCI 2a Natural Science

Body Language

M 1a Number Sense   

SED 1d Self-Awareness   

PD 1 Gross Motor 

Listen
LLD 7b Writing   

LLD 2a Communication   

SED 3d Social Relationships 

Surprise Patterns

M 5 Patterns

Shadow 
SCI 2b Natural & Earth Science   

SCI 4 Technology   

LLD 2a Communication

Five-Eyed Monster

M 1c Number Sense   

PD 2 Fine Motor

Party 
CA 4a Drama  

PD 2 Fine Motor  

SS 1b Culture & Community

Happy Hearts

M 1c Number Sense   

SED 3c Social Relationships 

Picasso
SED 1a Self-Awareness   

CA 3a Visual Arts  

PD 2 Fine Motor

M 5 Patterns



The Theme Web Poster helps you, your children and 
their families see how the month’s theme is organized. 
The monthly theme is in the middle circle. The weekly 
“big ideas” are in the four surrounding circles. The 
Daily Discovery topics branch out from the weekly 
“big idea” circles. If desired, add more investigation 
topics according to the interests of your children.

The Tracks & Lyrics sheet is a helpful 
reference when leading activities 
involving music from the monthly 
themed album.

7

The Weekly Activity Skill Charts are printed 
posters to hang on your wall. These are your 
one-week lesson plans at a glance. They tell you:

• The type of activity
• The title of the activity
• Learned skills
• Which skills to assess (see     )

 helps you, your children and 

E X P E R I E N C E  P R E S C H O O LTHEME WEB

Family 
& Pets

Family Tree

Siblings

Fun with Family

Family Activities

Special 
Grownups

Happy

Sad

Scared

Surprised

Mad

Care

Share

Help

Encourage

Cooperate

Dog

Cat

Bird

Fish

Turtle

My Family

Friendly 
Traits

My Feelings

My Pets

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

16

17

18

19

20

11

12

13

14

15

week 1
LESSON 1

Family Tree

week 2
LESSON 6

Happy

week 4
LESSON 16

Care

week 3
LESSON 11

Dog

week 1
LESSON 2

Siblings

week 2
LESSON 7

Sad

week 4
LESSON 17

Share

week 3
LESSON 12

Cat

week 1
LESSON 3

Fun with Family

week 2
LESSON 8

Scared

week 4
LESSON 18

Help

week 3
LESSON 13

Bird

week 1
LESSON 4

Family Activities

week 2
LESSON 9

Surprised

week 4
LESSON 19

Encourage

week 3
LESSON 14

Fish

week 1
LESSON 5

Special Grownups

week 2
LESSON 10

Mad

week 4
LESSON  20

Cooperate

week 3
LESSON 15

Turtle

© 2025  Experience Early Learning Co.

DATE ______________________

FRIENDLY TR AITS WEEKLY ACT IV IT Y  SK I L L  CHART W
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ACTIVITY TYPE ACTIVITY TITLE

MATH 
SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES CREATIVE ARTS

CT: Discussion Care Discussion

CT: Alphabet Adventure Review Letters 1

S
TA

TI
O
N
S

©
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Creative Corner

Small Group
Cat Matching

Table Top
Fishing for Onset-Rime

Story Corner
They All Saw a Cat

Refl ection
Cat Refl ection

Music & Movement

CT: Discussion

CT: Alphabet Adventure

CT: Community Challenge

Creative Corner

Small Group

Table Top

Story Corner

Refl ection

Music & Movement

CT: Discussion

CT: Alphabet Adventure

CT: Community Challenge

Creative Corner

Small Group

Table Top

Story Corner

Refl ection

Music & Movement

CT: Discussion

CT: Alphabet Adventure

CT: Community Challenge

Creative Corner

LLD 7a Writing

Small Group

LLD 3b Phonological Awareness

Table Top

PD 1 Gross Motor

M 1b & 1c Number Sense

Story Corner

LLD 6a & 6b, LLD 7b

Refl ection

LLD 2c Communication

Music & Movement

PD 1 Gross Motor

SCI 2a Natural & Earth Science

SCI 1a & 1b Investigation & Inquiry

SCI 3a Physical Science

SCI 2a Natural & Earth Science, SCI 3b

CA 4b Drama

M 3 Shapes

SCI 2a Natural & Earth Science
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3
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S

S
O
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 1

4

LE
S
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O
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5
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DATE ______________________

MY FEELINGS WEEKLY ACT IV IT Y  SK I L L  CHART
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ACTIVITY TYPE ACTIVITY TITLE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL APPROACHES TO LEARNING PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE & LITERACY MATH SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES CREATIVE ARTS
CT: Discussion Happy Discussion SED 1d Self-Awareness

LLD 2a CommunicationCT: Alphabet Adventure Introduce Aa
LLD 4 Alphabetic KnowledgeCT: Community Challenge Happy Colors SED 1d Self-Awareness

CA 3a Visual Arts
SCI 2a Natural & Earth Science CA 3b Visual Arts

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CA 3a Visual Arts

CA 2a Dance & Movement

SCI 3b Physical ScienceMaking Faces SED 1a & 1d Self-Awareness

SS 1c Culture & Community

S
TA

T I
O
N
S

The 
posters to hang on your wall. These are your 
one-week lesson plans at a glance. They tell you:

• The type of activity
• The title of the activity
• Learned skills
• Which skills to assess (see     )

Creative Corner

Small Group
Cat Matching

Table Top
Fishing for Onset-Rime

Story Corner

Refl ection

Music & Movement

CT: Discussion

CT: Alphabet Adventure

CT: Community Challenge

Creative Corner

Small Group

Table Top

Story Corner

Refl ection

Music & Movement

CT: Discussion

CT: Alphabet Adventure

CT: Community Challenge

Creative Corner

Small Group

Table Top

Story Corner

Refl ection

Music & Movement

CT: Discussion

CT: Alphabet Adventure

CT: Community Challenge

Creative Corner

Small Group

Table Top

Story Corner

Refl ection

Music & Movement

LE
S

S
O

N
 1

3

LE
S

S
O

N
 1

4

LE
S

S
O

N
 1

5

LE
S

S
O

N
 1

2

CA 3a Visual Arts
SCI 2a Natural & Earth Science CA 3b Visual Arts

CA 2a Dance & Movement

DATE ______________________

MY FAMILY WEEKLY ACT IV IT Y  SK I L L  CHART
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ACTIVITY TYPE ACTIVITY TITLE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL APPROACHES TO LEARNING PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE & LITERACY MATH 
SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES CREATIVE ARTS

CT: Discussion
Family Tree Discussion

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

CT: Alphabet Adventure Introduce Letter Ff

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

CT: Community Challenge Who Shook the Apple Tree? SED 3c Social Relationships

M 1e Number Sense

CA 1a Music, CA 2b

Creative Corner My Family Tree

PD 2 Fine Motor

SS 1a Culture & Community CA 3a Visual Arts

Small Group
Jack and Jill

LLD 3a Phonological Awareness

Table Top
Diverse Families

M 6 Classifi cation

SS 1a Culture & Community

Story Corner
Me and My Family Tree

LLD 6a Reading Comprehension

SS 1a Culture & Community

Refl ection
Family Tree Refl ection

LLD 2a Communication

Music & Movement You Gotta Love Your Family

PD 1 Gross Motor

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CT: Discussion
Siblings Discussion

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

CT: Alphabet Adventure Introduce Letter Mm

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

CT: Community Challenge Go Play
SED 1a Self-Awareness

LLD 1a Listening

CA 2b Dance & Movement

Creative Corner Family Puzzle

ATL 1b Attention & Persistence
LLD 7a Writing

M 2a Spatial Awareness

SS 1a Culture & Community

Small Group
Counting Families

M 1a Number Sense

Table Top
My Special Name

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

Story Corner
Lola Reads to Leo

LLD 5 Concepts of Print, LLD 6b

SS 1a Culture & Community

Refl ection
Siblings Refl ection

SED 1a Self-Awareness

Music & Movement Sibling Love
SED 3c Social Relationships

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CT: Discussion
Fun with Family Discussion

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

CT: Alphabet Adventure Explore Letter Ff

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

CT: Community Challenge What If We Spent the Day... SED 3a Social Relationships

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

Creative Corner My Basket

M 4a Measurement
SCI 1a & 1b Investigation & Inquiry

CA 3a Visual Arts

Small Group
Fun with Family

LLD 3b        , LLD 2d

Table Top
Building My Family

ATL 1b Attention & Persistence

M 2a Spatial Awareness

Story Corner
Little Red Riding Hood and the Lonely Wolf SED 3d Social Relationships

LLD 5 Concepts of Print, LLD 6a & 6b

Refl ection
Fun with Family Refl ection

LLD 2a Communication

Music & Movement Surprise for Mom
SED 1d Self-Awareness

LLD 1a Listening

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CT: Discussion
Family Activities Discussion

LLD 2a Communication

CT: Alphabet Adventure Explore Letter Mm

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

CT: Community Challenge Stand Tall, Look at Me! SED 1a Self-Awareness

M 4a Measurement

Creative Corner My Little Journal

LLD 7a Writing

SS 1a Culture & Community CA 3a Visual Arts

Small Group
Going Shopping

M 3 Shapes

Table Top
I Spy Letter Ff and Mm

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge, LLD 3c

Story Corner
Daddy Is a Doodlebug

LLD 3a Phonological Awareness

Refl ection
Family Activities Refl ection

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

Music & Movement Happy with Daddy
SED 3b & 3c Social Relationships

PD 1 Gross Motor

CT: Discussion
Special Grownups Discussion

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

CT: Alphabet Adventure Review Letters Ff & Mm

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

CT: Community Challenge Grandma & Grandpa Poem SED 1c Self-Awareness

LLD 1b Listening

Creative Corner Inside Grandma's Purse

LLD 2a Communication

CA 3a Visual Arts, CA 4a Drama

Small Group
Grandma's Glasses, Grandpa's Hat

LLD 3a Phonological Awareness

Table Top
Hide & Seek Puzzle

SED 4a Problem-Solving

M 2a Spatial Awareness

Story Corner
How to Babysit a Grandma

LLD 6b Reading Comprehension

SS 1a Culture & Community

Refl ection
Special Grownups Refl ection

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

Music & Movement Grandma Dance

ATL 1a Attention & Persistence

CA 1b Music, CA 2b

Play Kitchen

SCI 4 Technology
SS 1a Culture & Community CA 4a Drama

Worm Families

SCI 2a Natural & Earth Science SS 1a & 1b Culture & Community CA 4a Drama

Family Wreath

SCI 2a Natural & Earth Science SS 1a Culture & Community CA 3a Visual Arts

Clothespin Houses

SS 3a Geography
CA 4a Drama

Baking Tray

M 3 Shapes
SCI 4 Technology

CA 4b Drama
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The Gathering 
List is a convenient 
list of supplies we 
recommend you 
gather for daily 
activities. Most 
required supplies 
are provided in the 
Lesson Packs and 
Supply Bags, but a 
few are not. You’ll 
fi nd those, as well as 
a recommended list 
of items we suggest 
you keep on hand, 
listed here.

The Tracks & Lyrics sheet is a helpful 

Jump, Sing and Dance Along!Explore new rhythms, theme-related lyrics, and instruments unique to the featured musical genre of the month. While dancing 

along to the music, children build coordination and balance as they learn to creatively express ideas through movement. 

Jump, Sing and Dance Along!

Tracks & LyricsTracks & Lyrics

Experience Preschool music is now exclusively streaming. You can fi nd it on Amazon Music, Apple Music, Spotify, YouTube and in Member Resources and the                       app.

Track 1 
You Gotta Love You gotta love your family, 
You gotta love your family,
You gotta love your family, no matter what.You gotta love each other, your sister and your brother,

You gotta love each other, no matter what.You gotta love your family, no matter what.

Track 2
Grandma, Do You Know
Grandma do you know, 
I hear you tappin’ your toe?
Grandma do you know, 
I hear you tappin’ your toe?

Hold my hand, we’ll dance together.Hold my hand, I love you forever.

Grandma do you see, 
You make me so happy?
Grandma do you see, 
You make me so happy?

Grandma do you know, 
I hear you tappin’ your toe?
Grandma do you see, 
You make me so happy?

Track 3
Pickin’ Apples 1-2-3Pickin’ pickin’ one, two, three,
Pickin’ apples off an apple tree. Pickin’ pickin’ one, two, three,
Pickin’ apples off an apple tree. 

Pickin’ high, pickin’ low,
Pickin’ up and down below.
Into the basket apples drop, 
Watch it fi ll up to the top.

Watch the apple falling down, 
Catch it while it rolls around.
Gather it up, take a bite; 
Listen to that crunching sound.

Track 4
The Happy DanceI’m so happy you’re my friend, 
I wear a smile that will never end,Because I’m so happy you’re my friend.I’m so happy you’re my friend, 

I wear a smile that will never end,Because I’m so happy you’re my friend.

Let’s do the happy dance, happy dance,I’m so happy I gotta dance.
I really gotta do the happy dance!

Please tell me that you will stay, So we can play and play all day!I’m so happy you’re my friend.
Please tell me that you will stay, So we can play and play all day!I’m so happy you’re my friend.

Track 5 
Surprise!
(Instrumental)

Track 6 
Friendship Love
Love is patient, love is kind; 
In our friendship love is what you fi nd.

When you’re sad, or feelin’ mad, I’m there for you, 
‘Cause that’s what friends do. 

When you giggle, or just wiggly-wiggle, I’ll be silly with you, 
‘Cause that’s what friends do

Track 7
Dear Pen Pal
Dear pen pal, how are you? 
I am fi ne, today the sun will shine.

Writing a letter, I will send.
Writing a letter, to my friend.

Dear pen pal, when can we meet? Let’s have some fun, 
We’ll play and dance and run!

Track 8
Neighborhood Parade(Instrumental)

Track 9
Doggie Doo-WopMy dog, he loves to play 
Each and every day
I throw a ball up high 
And he jumps to the sky

And I say, 
Sit, stay, roll over and over
Do the doggie doo-wop dee dooSit, stay, roll over and over
Do the doggie doo-wop dee doo!

My dog, he loves to play
Each and every day
I say ‘fetch the mail,’ he runs quick and wags his tail.

Experience Preschool music is now exclusively streaming. You can fi nd it on Amazon 
Spotify, YouTube and in Member Resources 

Please tell me that you will stay, So we can play and play all day!I’m so happy you’re my friend.
Please tell me that you will stay, So we can play and play all day!I’m so happy you’re my friend.

Track 5 
Surprise!
(Instrumental)

The 
List
list of supplies we 
recommend you 
gather for daily 
activities. Most 
required supplies 
are provided in the 
Lesson Packs and 
Supply Bags, but a 
few are not. You’ll 
fi nd those, as well as 
a recommended list 
of items we suggest 
you keep on hand, 
listed here.

Gathering List

Each day, you will do many exciting hands-on activities with your 

children. Most of the supplies you will need are included in your 

Experience Preschool Curriculum Kit.

The items that are not included are listed here for easy gathering. 

Many of these supplies can be adjusted to use items in your room that 

you have on hand. Feel free to be creative and resourceful. You might 

even choose to brainstorm alternatives with children. 

Family & Pets

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

LESSON 8
Flashlight
Envelopes

LESSON 9
Bag

LESSON 11

Shaker mix

LESSON 12

Pompom or cotton ball

LESSON 13

Pompom
Pipecleaner

LESSON 14

Pebbles/gravel/

      sand (optional)

LESSON 16

Teapot 
(or pitcher)

LESSON 17

Additional 

stamps 
(optional)

LESSON 16

Bags
Balls
Beanbags

Bins/buckets

Blanket/sheet/
towel
Blocks
Books
Bowls
Boxes/baskets

Chalk
Colored and 
regular pencils

Construction 
paper 
(multi-color)

Containers

Crayons

Cups
Glue (white glue 
and glue sticks)

Hole punch

Magazines and 
newspapers

Markers

Mirrors
Nature items

Paint (tempura 
and watercolor)

Paintbrushes

Paper 
(including scrap)

Playdough

Sand
Scissors 
(child-safe
 and teacher)

Spoons

Spray bottles

Stapler
Sticky notes

Stuffed animals

Tape (clear 
and masking)

Tote bag

Trays
Yarn/string/
ribbon

Keep on  hand:



start 

Dad loves his family no matter how they feel! 

Dad loves his family no matter how they feel! 

-ad Family Feelings

heart cards

sad
sa

d

sad

mad

m
ad

madmad

dad

dad
dad

gl
ad

glad
glad Word Family Game © 2018 Experience Early Learning, Co.

What’s in 
the Lesson Packs 

and Supply Bags?

Daily Conversation Posters 
Hang daily posters where children and families

can see the topic of the day. 

Math manipulatives
Count, sort and problem-solve with included 

Counting Cards and Math Story Cards. 
Make patterns, designs and shapes 

with monthly manipulatives. 

Logic games
Games, puzzles and manipulatives are included 

monthly to encourage problem-solving, 
cooperation and spatial awareness.

Language & Literacy 
foundational skills

Phonological awareness, phonics and language 
comprehension activities and games that engage 

children in play-based exploration paired 
with explicit instruction.

Explore 
a digital 
music library
Each thematic study also 
includes access to an 
online music collection in  
Member Resources and the 
brightwheel app that helps 
reinforce concepts and 
introduces a new music 
genre with unique rhythm 
patterns and instruments.

8

Feelings

sa
d

m
ad

gl
ad

Word Family Game © 2018 Experience Early Learning, Co.

stastast rt 

heart cardsheart cards

sad

dad
glad
glad

7 22512 46238 0

©2016 Experience Early Learning Co.

ROCK-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

Dancing 

Community  

    Helpers

with

Producer: Brian Steckler

Executive Producer: Leslie Falconer

Lyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler

Music: Brian Steckler

Guitars: Danny Donnelly

Vocals: Chad Reisser, Michelle O’Neill and Brian Steckler

danceandbeats.com

800.523.6933

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

11

12

Walk Like a Mailman

Stop, Drop and Roll

I’m a Police Officer

Waiter, Waiter

Cross the Street

I Need a Tissue

Construction Worker

Keep It Clean

Hairdresser Song

Beanbag Boogie

Mystery Letter

Why We Work

ROCK-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

7 22512 46242 7©2016 Experience Early Learning Co.

JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

Dancing 
My Family

with

Producer: Brian StecklerExecutive Producer: Leslie FalconerLyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler Music: Brian StecklerGuitars: Danny DonnellyVocals: Michelle O’Neill, Chad Reisser and Nate, Zane and Brian Stecklerdanceandbeats.com
800.523.6933

JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSICMy Family
JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSICMy Family
JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

You Gotta Love
Grandma, Do You Know 
Pickin’ Apples 1-2-3
The Happy Dance
Surprise! 
Friendship Love
Dear Pen Pal
Neighborhood Parade
Doggie Doo-Wop
Pretty Parrot
My Family
Circle Song

7 22512 46253 3

©2017 Experience Early Learning Co.

REGGAE-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

Dancing 

Alphabet 

  Island

on

Producer: Brian Steckler

Executive Producer: Leslie Falconer

Lyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler

Music: Brian Steckler

Vocals: Michelle O’Neill, Chad Reisser and Brian Steckler

danceandbeats.com

800.523.6933

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

11

12

Smooth Sailin’

Treasure Hunt

Beach Party (Instrumental)

Crab Walk

Bump Over the Lump

Cave Wonders

ABC Song

Sticky Fingers

Sunburn

Fall Waterfall

Captain of the Ship

Cool Island Breeze (Instrumental)

REGGAE-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

7 22512 46252 6
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POP-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

 Dancing 
with Bugs 
   Crawly Things

Producer: Brian Steckler
Executive Producer: Leslie Falconer
Lyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler
Music: Brian Steckler
Vocals: Michelle O’Neill, Chad Reisser and Brian Steckler
danceandbeats.com
800.523.6933

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

Bugs and Crawly Things
Ladybug
Wiggle Worm
Camouflage
Slug Bug
Queen Ant
Sweet Honey
Parts of an Insect
Caterpillar Clap (Instrumental)
Spin a Web
Grasshopper Hop (Instrumental)
Mosquito Buzz (Instrumental)

&
POP-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC
   Crawly Things

8

POP-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

mad dad sa
d

dad
Word Family Game

heart cards

with explicit instruction.

Explore 

LESSON 
17

WEEK 4 the Lesson Packs 
and Supply Bags?

Language & Literacy Language & Literacy 

LESSON 

and Supply Bags?
LESSON 



Lesson Packs and Supply Bags include a diverse set of teaching 
materials that invite children to play, sing, dance, create and share.
We have packaged the materials by our recommended order of introduction. Therefore, all 
you need to do each morning is grab a Lesson Pack and Supply Bag, open your Teacher 
Guide and be ready to explore learning with your children.

We have designed the Core Tools to be used in many different ways to support sensory 
experiences that build language, math, science, art, physical and social-emotional skills. Each 
month, you will receive the following theme-connected sets of tools:

STEAM projects and ideas 
Children participate in weekly science, technology, 

engineering, art and math projects.

Storytelling and books
The book of the month comes with 
a Storytelling Scene and Pieces.  

Write, cut and color
Scribbling, drawing and making continuous 

marks are the early stages of writing. 
Children have many opportunities to build 

emergent writing skills with the My Little Journal, 
Postcard and monthly games. 

Friendship builders
Children learn to take turns, help out and share 

while participating in friendship games. 
A Forest Friend book and materials are provided 

each month to support social-emotional 
development by exploring character traits, 

building relationships and practicing guided 
problem-solving through storytelling and play.

Build a 
book library
Each thematic study 
features an exclusive 
storybook to help 
educators build a 
high-quality library. 
Books include a variety 
of fi ction and nonfi ction 
texts that offer relatable 
themes, rich and 
varied vocabulary, 
engaging storytelling 
and interesting facts for 
young listeners.

9

Forest Friends
Forest Friends

A Forest Friends Book

US $7.95

Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack
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engineering, art and math projects.

STEAM projects and ideas 
Children participate in weekly science, technology, 

engineering, art and math projects.engineering, art and math projects.

engaging storytelling 
and interesting facts for 
young listeners.
and interesting facts for 
young listeners.



1, 2, 3, Teach!
Now that you understand what is in your box 

and how the materials are packaged and labeled, 
you’re ready to put it all together. 
It’s time to Experience Preschool!

Gathering List

Each day, you will do many exciting hands-on activities with your 

children. Most of the supplies you will need are included in your 

Experience Preschool Curriculum Kit.

The items that are not included are listed here for easy gathering. 

Many of these supplies can be adjusted to use items in your room that 

you have on hand. Feel free to be creative and resourceful. You might 

even choose to brainstorm alternatives with children. 

Family & Pets

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

LESSON 8

Flashlight

Envelopes

LESSON 9

Bag

LESSON 11

Shaker mix

LESSON 12

Pompom or cotton ball

LESSON 13

Pompom

Pipecleaner

LESSON 14

Pebbles/gravel/

      sand (optional)

LESSON 16

Teapot 

(or pitcher)

LESSON 17

Additional 

stamps 

(optional)

LESSON 16

Bags

Balls

Beanbags

Bins/buckets

Blanket/sheet/

towel

Blocks

Books

Bowls

Boxes/baskets

Chalk

Colored and 

regular pencils

Construction 

paper 

(multi-color)

Containers

Crayons

Cups

Glue (white glue 

and glue sticks)

Hole punch

Magazines and 

newspapers

Markers

Mirrors

Nature items

Paint (tempura 

and watercolor)

Paintbrushes

Paper 

(including scrap)

Playdough

Sand

Scissors 

(child-safe

 and teacher)

Spoons

Spray bottles

Stapler

Sticky notes

Stuffed animals

Tape (clear 

and masking)

Tote bag

Trays

Yarn/string/

ribbon

Keep on  hand:

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

It’s easy!
Open your Teacher Guide

to the lesson. Match the 
lesson number to the Lesson Pack

and Supply Bag numbers.
Gather any extra supplies,
and you’re ready to teach.
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Playdough

Sand

Scissors 

(child-safe

 and teacher)

Spoons

Spray bottles

Stapler

Sticky notes

Stuffed animals

Tape (clear 

and masking)

Tote bag

Trays

Yarn/string/

ribbon
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LESSON 9

D I S C U S S I O N
SED 1d Self-AwarenessLLD 2a Communication

•Show the Conversation Poster and ask, “When might you feel surprised?”

A L P H A B E T A D V E N T U R E
LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

•Show the letter Pp card. Use a letter chant to review the letter name and sound. Invite the children to say the sound and do the movement.

Surprised
Surprise PartySED 1d Self-Awareness   SED 3c Social Relationships 

C O M M U N I T Y  C H A L L E N G E

Do Together
•Explain what it means to feel surprised. Use the face and body to 

demonstrate. Ask, “Would you want a surprise party? Why or why not?”
•Have the children stand in a circle. Select a child to stand in the middle. 

Invite the children in the circle to call out "surprise!" Encourage the child 
in the middle to show their surprised face. Repeat.

This activity builds self-awareness by supporting emotion 
identifi cation and group participation.

Circle Time

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 
Do they create a scene and role-play?

Discuss
• What are some ways your family celebrates? What would you wear to a party?

Make
• Give each child a plate. Encourage the children to dip a � nger in paint and decorate the plate with � ngerprints.• Once dry, help the children fold the plate in half and cut four equal slits in the center to make triangles.• Open the plate, then fold up the eight triangles to create a crown. Decorate with stickers as desired.

Play
• Invite the children to wear their crowns and pretend they are at a party. Ask questions about the type of party, who will be there and what will happen. 

Party CrownCA 4a Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor   SS 1b Culture & Community

C R E A T I V E  C O R N E R

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES
Glue
Paint
Scissors 
(child-safe)

 Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor  

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

YOUR SUPPLIES

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Party CrownCA 4a Drama  CA 4a Drama  

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES
Glue
Paint
Scissors 
(child-safe)

Make
&Play
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I Will 
Surprise My Friend!

by Mo Willems
LLD 6a & LLd 6b Reading Comprehension

•Show the book cover and read the title. Defi ne the word “surprise.” Invite the children to brainstorm ways Elephant and Piggie might surprise each other. Record their answers.•Read the book. Defi ne words, such as, rock, monster, lunch, save and tag. Talk about the characters. Ask questions, such as, “Who are the characters ? What did they want to do?"•If you read the book again, invite the children to share their feelings. Ask, “Did you feel surprised? Did you like the story? Why or why not?"

S U G G E S T E D  S T O R Y
Five-Eyed MonsterM 1c Number Sense   PD 2 Fine Motor

Discuss and Explore• How many eyes do you have? Help the children count one number to one eye. What if you saw a monster with � ve eyes? How would you feel?• Explain that the children will play a number game to add eyes to their monsters.
Play Together 
• Place the cards in the cube. Invite a child to roll the cube and identify the number. If needed, identify the number for them.

• Invite the children to put that many wiggle eyes on their playdough monster. Repeat.
• Simplify: Lay out � ve wiggle eyes. Invite the children to match their wiggle eyes one-to-one.• Challenge: Invite the children to count wiggle eyes using higher number cards.

OBSERVE: Does the child count up to fi ve wiggle eyes?

S M A L L  G R O U P  M A T H

R E F L E C T I O N
LLD 2a Communication   SED 1d Self-Awareness •Who would you want to surprise? How would you do it? 

M U S I C  A N D  M O V E M E N TSurprise DanceCA 2a Dance & Movement   PD 4b Personal Care•Play “Surprise! (Instrumental),” track 5 on the Dancing with My Family album.•Invite the children to tiptoe and dance quietly to the beat of the calm music. Encourage them to pop up with surprise and dance with energy to the excited music. •Name different body parts. Explore moving just that part in different ways and with different energy levels.

Closing Time

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes
 Number Cards: 
1-6*

 Pocket Cube*
YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough
 Scissors

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 
Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 
and /p/?

Set Up
• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play• Show the children the I Spy Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter A and the /a/ sound. Provide an example of a word that begins with the letter Aa.
• Encourage the children to � nd and color pictures that begin with the /a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the upper- and lowercase letter As.• Repeat for the letter Pp.

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring: 
Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses: 
Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Crayons

FAMILY & PETS  LESSON 9

I Spy Letter Aa and PpLLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

For children with fi ne motor challenges,see “Adaptations”

A

Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

• What are some ways your family celebrates? 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 



week 2
LESSON 9

Surprised

11

“I love how everything is 
compiled together for me 
for the entire month. I can 
spend more time doing the 
other things in life that need 
my attention as well!” 
BECKY SMITH, MI

“I love how everything is 
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LESSON 9

D I S C U S S I O N
SED 1d Self-AwarenessLLD 2a Communication

•Show the Conversation Poster and ask, “When might you feel surprised?”

A L P H A B E T A D V E N T U R E
LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

•Show the letter Pp card. Use a letter chant to review the letter name and sound. Invite the children to say the sound and do the movement.

Surprised
Surprise PartySED 1d Self-Awareness   SED 3c Social Relationships 

C O M M U N I T Y  C H A L L E N G E

Do Together
•Explain what it means to feel surprised. Use the face and body to 

demonstrate. Ask, “Would you want a surprise party? Why or why not?”
•Have the children stand in a circle. Select a child to stand in the middle. 

Invite the children in the circle to call out "surprise!" Encourage the child 
in the middle to show their surprised face. Repeat.

This activity builds self-awareness by supporting emotion 
identifi cation and group participation.

Circle Time

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 
Do they create a scene and role-play?

Discuss
• What are some ways your family celebrates? What would you wear to a party?

Make
• Give each child a plate. Encourage the children to dip a � nger in paint and decorate the plate with � ngerprints.• Once dry, help the children fold the plate in half and cut four equal slits in the center to make triangles.• Open the plate, then fold up the eight triangles to create a crown. Decorate with stickers as desired.

Play
• Invite the children to wear their crowns and pretend they are at a party. Ask questions about the type of party, who will be there and what will happen. 

Party CrownCA 4a Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor   SS 1b Culture & Community

C R E A T I V E  C O R N E R

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES
Glue
Paint
Scissors 
(child-safe)

Make
&Play

18

19

I Will 
Surprise My Friend!

by Mo Willems
LLD 6a & LLd 6b Reading Comprehension

•Show the book cover and read the title. Defi ne the word “surprise.” Invite the children to brainstorm ways Elephant and Piggie might surprise each other. Record their answers.•Read the book. Defi ne words, such as, rock, monster, lunch, save and tag. Talk about the characters. Ask questions, such as, “Who are the characters ? What did they want to do?"•If you read the book again, invite the children to share their feelings. Ask, “Did you feel surprised? Did you like the story? Why or why not?"

S U G G E S T E D  S T O R Y
Five-Eyed MonsterM 1c Number Sense   PD 2 Fine Motor

Discuss and Explore• How many eyes do you have? Help the children count one number to one eye. What if you saw a monster with � ve eyes? How would you feel?• Explain that the children will play a number game to add eyes to their monsters.
Play Together 
• Place the cards in the cube. Invite a child to roll the cube and identify the number. If needed, identify the number for them.

• Invite the children to put that many wiggle eyes on their playdough monster. Repeat.
• Simplify: Lay out � ve wiggle eyes. Invite the children to match their wiggle eyes one-to-one.• Challenge: Invite the children to count wiggle eyes using higher number cards.

OBSERVE: Does the child count up to fi ve wiggle eyes?

S M A L L  G R O U P  M A T H

R E F L E C T I O N
LLD 2a Communication   SED 1d Self-Awareness •Who would you want to surprise? How would you do it? 

M U S I C  A N D  M O V E M E N TSurprise DanceCA 2a Dance & Movement   PD 4b Personal Care•Play “Surprise! (Instrumental),” track 5 on the Dancing with My Family album.•Invite the children to tiptoe and dance quietly to the beat of the calm music. Encourage them to pop up with surprise and dance with energy to the excited music. •Name different body parts. Explore moving just that part in different ways and with different energy levels.

Closing Time

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes
 Number Cards: 
1-6*

 Pocket Cube*
YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough
 Scissors

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 
Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 
and /p/?

Set Up
• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play• Show the children the I Spy Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter A and the /a/ sound. Provide an example of a word that begins with the letter Aa.
• Encourage the children to � nd and color pictures that begin with the /a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the upper- and lowercase letter As.• Repeat for the letter Pp.

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring: 
Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses: 
Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Crayons

FAMILY & PETS  LESSON 9

I Spy Letter Aa and PpLLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

 Playdough

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Playdough
 Scissors

For children with fi ne motor challenges,see “Adaptations”

A

I Will 

Five-Eyed MonsterM 1c

S M A L L  G R O U P  

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes Wiggle Eyes
 Number Cards:  Number Cards: 

 Pocket Cube* Pocket Cube*

Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 
Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 
and /p/?

Set Up
• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play• Show the children the I Spy Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter A and the /a/ sound. Provide an example of a word that begins with the letter Aa.
• Encourage the children to � nd and color pictures that begin with the /a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the upper- and lowercase letter As.• Repeat for the letter Pp.

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring:  I Spy Coloring: 
Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses:  I Spy Glasses: 
Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Crayons Crayons

I Spy Letter Aa and PpLLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Playdough Playdough
 Scissors Scissors

For children with fi ne motor challenges,see “Adaptations”

A

 Crayons Crayons Crayons

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 
Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 

• Encourage the children to � nd and color pictures that begin with the /a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the upper- and lowercase letter As.• Repeat for the letter Pp.

Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 

LESSON 9
LESSON 9
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What’s an example 
routine for the day?

Experience Preschool is fl exible to meet the needs 
of your program. Create a schedule that works for you.

A Word About Daily Routines: A daily routine will create 
an environment in which children can experience a variety of planned 
and unplanned (yet intentional) activities. Children thrive under a 
balance of active and quiet times. Offer children a variety of learning 
experiences that include individual, small and large group settings. 
Within each of these settings, invite children to determine how long 
you explore each activity and in what ways the activity evolves. 

Our recommended schedule is for a full day, but please adapt as
necessary to fi t your time and children.

12

balance of active and quiet times. Offer children a variety of learning 
experiences that include individual, small and large group settings. 
Within each of these settings, invite children to determine how long 
you explore each activity and in what ways the activity evolves. 

Our recommended schedule is for a full day, but please adapt as
necessary to fi t your time and children.



HALFDAY SCHEDULE

Meet and greet 
Welcome each child. Encourage free exploration of activity areas.

Circle Time 
Children sit in a large group and discuss the questions of the day. Children 
participate in Alphabet Adventure to learn letter names and sounds through 
daily chants, poems or activities, then participate in a Community Challenge.

Free play and centers
Children explore the activity areas and build with blocks, make art, play 
dress-up or choose books to explore.

Snack
Children participate in snack prep, handwashing, serving and clean-up.

Small group and centers
While a few children participate in the activities from the Teacher Guide with 
you, others play freely in the activity areas while waiting for their turn.

Outside play
Children participate in active play outdoors. 

Lunch
Children participate in food preparation, handwashing, serving and clean-up. 
Family style meals are a great way to expose children to social, mathematic 
and language skills. 

Rest time
Provide quiet activities, such as soothing music, low lights, books or individual 
toys, that create a restful ambiance. 

Snack
Children participate in snack prep, handwashing, serving and clean-up.

Storytime
Explore books, letters, rhymes and storytelling. Use your own books or 
the included books in your Experience Preschool Curriculum. Storybook 
Connections engage children with a themed book across multiple reads to 
build vocabulary, reinforce print concepts, strengthen comprehension and 
encourage movement and story retelling.

Outside play
Children participate in outdoor activities and experience nature in play. Bring 
“indoor” materials outside to blend the indoor/outdoor experience.

Music closing time
Children participate in the closing song and refl ect on the day’s activities.

Arrival - 
8:30 am

8:30 - 9 am

9 - 10 am

10 - 10:15 am

10:15 -
11:30 am

11:30 am - 
12:30 pm

12:30 - 1 pm

1 - 3 pm 

3 - 3:15 pm

3:15 -
3:45 pm

3:45 -
4:30 pm

4:30 - 5 pm

FULLDAY SCHEDULE

13

Meet and greet

Circle Time

Free play + 
STEAM Stations

Snack

Small group + 
table top + 
choice time

Outside play

Music closing time

Arrival - 8:30 am

8:30 - 8:45 am

8:45 - 9:45 am

9:45 - 10 am

10 - 11 am

11 - 11:30 am

11:30 - 11:45 am

With Experience Preschool in 
brightwheel, you can easily 
design your day to fi t your needs. 
Each activity will be available to 
drag and drop to the day or time 
you’d like to complete it. Then 
easily share the day’s plan with 
families to increase engagement. families to increase engagement. 

Children participate in the closing song and refl ect on the day’s activities.
4:30 - 5 pm

Children participate in the closing song and refl ect on the day’s activities.
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What do children learn?
Experience Preschool nurtures each child’s development based on 

up-to-date research. The child naturally learns 36 foundational skills 
as they play, sing, create and share.
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LESSON 9

D I S C U S S I O N

SED 1d Self-Awareness

LLD 2a Communication

•Show the Conversation 

Poster and ask, “When might 

you feel surprised?”

A L P H A B E T 

A D V E N T U R E

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

•Show the letter Pp card. Use 

a letter chant to review the 

letter name and sound. Invite 

the children to say the sound 

and do the movement.

Surprised
Surprise Party
SED 1d Self-Awareness   SED 3c Social Relationships 

C O M M U N I T Y  C H A L L E N G E

Do Together

•Explain what it means to feel surprised. Use the face and body to 

demonstrate. Ask, “Would you want a surprise party? Why or why not?”

•Have the children stand in a circle. Select a child to stand in the middle. 

Invite the children in the circle to call out "surprise!" Encourage the child 

in the middle to show their surprised face. Repeat.

This activity builds self-awareness by supporting emotion 

identifi cation and group participation.

Circle Time

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Do they create a scene and role-play?

Discuss

• What are some ways your family celebrates? 

What would you wear to a party?

Make
• Give each child a plate. Encourage the 

children to dip a � nger in paint and 

decorate the plate with � ngerprints.

• Once dry, help the children fold the plate 

in half and cut four equal slits in the 

center to make triangles.

• Open the plate, then fold up the eight 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 

stickers as desired.

Play
• Invite the children to wear their crowns 

and pretend they are at a party. Ask 

questions about the type of party, who 

will be there and what will happen. 

Party Crown
CA 4a Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor   SS 1b Culture & Community

C R E A T I V E  C O R N E R

SUPPLIES

FOR EACH CHILD

Plate

Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES

Glue

Paint

Scissors 

(child-safe)

Make
&Play



Experience Preschool uses a skill-based assessment 
system, the Star System, to identify learning goals 
and objectives. All activities within our curriculum focus on specifi c skills 
that children are developing during early childhood. To support observing and 
documenting these skills, each activity lists the corresponding sub-skills. You’ll 
notice that some activities have a star       next to them, indicating that the activity 
will be assessed.

Experience Assessment uses a star system to highlight specifi c activities throughout 
the month. These starred activities ensure that across a three-month period children 
are being assessed for each of the 73 sub-skills across 36 skills. Every daily lesson 
plan features one starred activity. Additionally, there will be a monthly starred 
STEAM activity and Storytime Connection, as well as one or two general skills to 
observe throughout each week. Look for the stars in your Teacher Guides. Use the 
Weekly Assessment Plans in the back of the teacher guide to plan your observations.

How do I assess learning?
Look at each activity’s sub-skills. Observe the child’s use of the sub-skills as they 
naturally participate in the activity. Refer to the Developmental Continuum of Skills 
and observation guidance pages in the Experience Assessment User Guide to 
determine how much a child has progressed on the target sub-skills.

How do I know if the child is demonstrating the skill?
Our Experience Assessment User Guide provides support with observing every 
level of each sub-skill. Additionally, most daily activities include observation 
prompts that correspond to the activity’s highlighted sub-skills. To assign a 
benchmark, all pieces of the benchmark must be observed.

I’ve observed. Now what?
Record your fi ndings from the observations. There is space for recording 
observations on the Individual Observation Form and Group Observation Form 
that can be found in member resources. 

Experience 
Assessment 
Guidance
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D I S C U S S I O N
SED 1d Self-Awareness
LLD 2a Communication

•Show the Conversation 
Poster and ask, “When might 
you feel surprised?”

A L P H A B E T 
A D V E N T U R E

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

•Show the letter Pp card. Use 
a letter chant to review the 
letter name and sound. Invite 
the children to say the sound 
and do the movement.

Surprised
Surprise Party
SED 1d Self-Awareness   SED 3c Social Relationships 

C O M M U N I T Y  C H A L L E N G E

Do Together
•Explain what it means to feel surprised. Use the face and body to 

demonstrate. Ask, “Would you want a surprise party? Why or why not?”
•Have the children stand in a circle. Select a child to stand in the middle. 

Invite the children in the circle to call out "surprise!" Encourage the child 
in the middle to show their surprised face. Repeat.

This activity builds self-awareness by supporting emotion 
identifi cation and group participation.

Circle Time

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 
Do they create a scene and role-play?

Discuss
• What are some ways your family celebrates? 

What would you wear to a party?

Make
• Give each child a plate. Encourage the 

children to dip a � nger in paint and 
decorate the plate with � ngerprints.

• Once dry, help the children fold the plate 
in half and cut four equal slits in the 
center to make triangles.

• Open the plate, then fold up the eight 
triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 
stickers as desired.

Play
• Invite the children to wear their crowns 

and pretend they are at a party. Ask 
questions about the type of party, who 
will be there and what will happen. 

Party Crown
CA 4a Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor   SS 1b Culture & Community

C R E A T I V E  C O R N E R

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES

Glue
Paint
Scissors 
(child-safe)

 Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor  

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

YOUR SUPPLIES

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Party Crown
CA 4a Drama  CA 4a Drama  

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES

Glue
Paint
Scissors 
(child-safe)

Make
&Play

Assess this skill

Use this observation prompt to observe the 
child, then analyze your observations.

Use brightwheel to record daily 
observations, share pre-populated activity 
notes with families, track development 
and create summary reports of a child’s 
developmental benchmarks.

Use brightwheel to record daily 
observations, share pre-populated activity 
notes with families, track development 
and create summary reports of a child’s 
developmental benchmarks.

  Feelings in 

many colors

   Happy, sad, 

mad, scared 

  and surprised

 Empathy 

and helping   

     others

DISCOVERY ACTIVITIES

Tub of Tears STEAM Station • Shadow Puppets 

Body Language Game • Making Faces • Scared Puppy Dance

LESSONS 6 - 10

E X P E R I E N C E

MY FEELINGS
An                 

       Teacher Guide

Assess this skill

  Feelings in 
  Feelings in 

many colors

LESSONS 6 - 10
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LESSON 9

D I S C U S S I O N

SED 1d Self-Awareness

LLD 2a Communication

•Show the Conversation 

Poster and ask, “When might 

you feel surprised?”

A L P H A B E T 

A D V E N T U R E

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

•Show the letter Pp card. Use 

a letter chant to review the 

letter name and sound. Invite 

the children to say the sound 

and do the movement.

Surprised
Surprise Party
SED 1d Self-Awareness   SED 3c Social Relationships 

C O M M U N I T Y  C H A L L E N G E

Do Together

•Explain what it means to feel surprised. Use the face and body to 

demonstrate. Ask, “Would you want a surprise party? Why or why not?”

•Have the children stand in a circle. Select a child to stand in the middle. 

Invite the children in the circle to call out "surprise!" Encourage the child 

in the middle to show their surprised face. Repeat.

This activity builds self-awareness by supporting emotion 

identifi cation and group participation.

Circle Time

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Do they create a scene and role-play?

Discuss

• What are some ways your family celebrates? 

What would you wear to a party?

Make
• Give each child a plate. Encourage the 

children to dip a � nger in paint and 

decorate the plate with � ngerprints.

• Once dry, help the children fold the plate 

in half and cut four equal slits in the 

center to make triangles.

• Open the plate, then fold up the eight 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 

stickers as desired.

Play
• Invite the children to wear their crowns 

and pretend they are at a party. Ask 

questions about the type of party, who 

will be there and what will happen. 

Party Crown
CA 4a Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor   SS 1b Culture & Community

C R E A T I V E  C O R N E R

SUPPLIES

FOR EACH CHILD

Plate

Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES

Glue

Paint

Scissors 

(child-safe)

 Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor  

SUPPLIES

FOR EACH CHILD

YOUR SUPPLIES

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Party Crown
CA 4a Drama  
CA 4a Drama  

SUPPLIES

FOR EACH CHILD

Plate

Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES

Glue

Paint

Scissors 

(child-safe)

Make
&Play
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I Will 
Surprise 

My Friend!
by Mo Willems

LLD 6a & LLd 6b Reading Comprehension

•Show the book cover and 

read the title. Defi ne the word 

“surprise.” Invite the children to 

brainstorm ways Elephant and 

Piggie might surprise each other. 

Record their answers.

•Read the book. Defi ne words, 

such as, rock, monster, lunch, 

save and tag. Talk about the 

characters. Ask questions, such 

as, “Who are the characters ? 

What did they want to do?"

•If you read the book again, 

invite the children to share 

their feelings. Ask, “Did you 

feel surprised? Did you like the 

story? Why or why not?"

S U G G E S T E D  S T O R Y

Five-Eyed Monster

M 1c Number Sense   PD 2 Fine Motor

Discuss and Explore

• How many eyes do you have? Help 

the children count one number to 

one eye. What if you saw a monster 

with � ve eyes? How would you feel?

• Explain that the children will play 

a number game to add eyes to 

their monsters.

Play Together 

• Place the cards in the cube. Invite 

a child to roll the cube and identify 

the number. If needed, identify the 

number for them.

• Invite the children to put that many 

wiggle eyes on their playdough 

monster. Repeat.

• Simplify: Lay out � ve wiggle eyes. 

Invite the children to match their 

wiggle eyes one-to-one.

• Challenge: I
nvite the children to count 

wiggle eyes using higher number cards.

OBSERVE: Does the child count up to fi ve wiggle eyes?

S M A L L  G R O U P  M A T H

R E F L E C T I O N

LLD 2a Communication   SED 1d Self-Awareness 

•Who would you want to surprise? How 

would you do it? 

M U S I C  A N D  M O V E M E N T

Surprise Dance
CA 2a Dance & Movement   PD 4b Personal Care

•Play “Surprise! (Instrumental),” track 5 on the 

Dancing with My Family album.

•Invite the children to tiptoe and dance quietly 

to the beat of the calm music. Encourage 

them to pop up with surprise and dance with 

energy to the excited music. 

•Name different body parts. Explore moving 

just that part in different ways and with 

different energy levels.

Closing Time

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes

 Number Cards: 

1-6*

 Pocket Cube*

YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough

 Scissors

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 

Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 

and /p/?

Set Up

• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, 

the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play

• Show the children the I Spy 

Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter 

A and the /a/ sound. Provide an 

example of a word that begins with 

the letter Aa.

• Encourage the children to � nd and 

color pictures that begin with the 

/a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the 

upper- and lowercase letter As.

• Repeat for the letter Pp.

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES

FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring: 

Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses: 

Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES

 Crayons

FAMILY & PETS  LESSON 9

I Spy Letter Aa and Pp

LLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

 Playdough
YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough

 Scissors

For children with 

fi ne motor challenges,

see “Adaptations”

A I Will 

Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

• What are some ways your family celebrates? 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 

Five-Eyed Monster

M 1c

S M A L L  G R O U P  

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes
 Wiggle Eyes

 Number Cards: 

 Pocket Cube*
 Pocket Cube*

Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 

Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 

and /p/?

Set Up

• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, 

the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play

• Show the children the I Spy 

Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter 

A and the /a/ sound. Provide an 

example of a word that begins with 

the letter Aa.

• Encourage the children to � nd and 

color pictures that begin with the 

/a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the 

upper- and lowercase letter As.

• Repeat for the letter Pp.

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES

FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring: 
 I Spy Coloring: 

Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses: 
 I Spy Glasses: 

Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES

 Crayons Crayons

I Spy Letter Aa and Pp

LLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough Playdough

 Scissors Scissors

For children with 

fi ne motor challenges,

see “Adaptations”

A

 Crayons Crayons Crayons

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 

Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 

• Encourage the children to � nd and 

color pictures that begin with the 

/a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the 

upper- and lowercase letter As.

• Repeat for the letter Pp.

Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 
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BENCHMARK 1 BENCHMARK 2 BENCHMARK 3 BENCHMARK 4 BENCHMARK 5 BENCHMARK 6

Moves body in a 
variety of ways.

Moves body 
purposely. Sways or 
bounces to music.

Follows the 
movements of 
others. Explores 
personal space 
and direction.

Demonstrates 
multiple ways to 
move body parts. 
Moves to the beat.

Follows a leader to 
perform a simple 
movement pattern.

Recalls a simple 
movement pattern 
and performs it 
individually or 
in a group.This benchmark 

may be observed 
throughout the day.

Invite the child to 
move to the music. 
Demonstrate simple 
movements.

Invite the children 
to move to the 
music. Show simple 
movements and 
change direction.

Invite the children 
to move to the 
music. Demonstrate 
multiple movements.

Invite the children 
to move to the 
music. Make simple 
movement patterns 
and ask them 
to join.

Invite the children to 
move to the music. 
Teach a simple 
movement pattern 
and ask them 
to perform it 
from memory.

CA 2b Develops movement techniques

Do:

BENCHMARK 1 BENCHMARK 2 BENCHMARK 3 BENCHMARK 4 BENCHMARK 5 BENCHMARK 6

Expresses emotions 
while exploring 
materials.

Scribbles, colors or
paints intentionally 
on paper.

Explores a variety 
of artistic tools 
and media.

Makes choices 
throughout the 
artistic process.

Plans, designs and 
seeks materials to 
make a creation.

Creates art to 
represent an idea 
or object. Explains 
how it was made.Provide a variety of 

art materials for the 
child to explore.

Provide a variety 
of art materials, 
tools and media, 
including paper. 
Provide options 
throughout the 
artistic process.

Invite the children to 
plan and design a 
creation. Encourage 
them to fi nd the 
materials they need, 
then make it.

Provide an art 
opportunity and 
ask the children 
to describe their 
process.

CA 3a Expresses through 2D and 3D visual art

Do:

Provide a variety of art materials, tools and media, including paper.
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CREATIVE ARTS

BENCHMARK 1 BENCHMARK 2 BENCHMARK 3 BENCHMARK 4 BENCHMARK 5 BENCHMARK 6

Explores 
materials using 
gross motor 
movements 
and senses.

Uses hands and
feet to explore a 
variety of media.

Uses materials 
to create shapes 
or symbols.

Chooses an object 
or art tool to 
use with a given 
medium for a 
desired effect.

Uses artistic tools 
and media to 
create intentional 
designs or images.

Demonstrates 
a variety of 
techniques using 
a given tool 
or medium.Provide a variety 

of art materials. 
Encourage 
exploration.

Provide a variety 
of art materials 
and demonstrate 
exploring them.

Provide a variety of 
art materials and 
demonstrate making 
shapes or symbols.

Provide a variety 
of art materials 
and tools and 
demonstrate 
different ways 
to use them. 

Provide a variety 
of art materials, 
tools and media. 
Demonstrate or 
show examples. 

Provide a variety 
of art materials, 
tools and media. 
Encourage the 
children to explore 
different techniques.

CA 3b Develops visual art techniques

Do:

BENCHMARK 1 BENCHMARK 2 BENCHMARK 3 BENCHMARK 4 BENCHMARK 5 BENCHMARK 6

Imitates simple 
movements and
facial expressions.

Mimics 
observed 
behaviors 
and words. 

Uses words, 
actions and
props to pretend. 

Plays a role 
in group 
dramatic play. 

Assigns roles 
and plays out 
unscripted scenes 
in dramatic play.

With cues, 
performs a simple 
pre-planned drama.

Show the child 
different movements 
and facial 
expressions.

Encourage the child 
to play and pretend 
with others.

Encourage the 
children to 
pretend and 
play out a scene. 
Provide props.

Encourage the 
children to act out a 
simple pre-planned 
drama. Provide cues 
as needed.

CA 4a Participates in dramatic and symbolic play

Do:

Encourage the children to pretend and play out a scene with at least one other person. For example, talk about a story that you’ve read and invite the children to role play. Include props as needed.

BENCHMARK 6

movement pattern 

BENCHMARK 1 BENCHMARK 2
Explores 
materials using 
gross motor 

 senses.

Uses hands and
feet to explore a 
variety of media.

Provide a variety 
of art materials. 

Provide a variety 
of art materials 
and demonstrate 
exploring them.

CA 3b Develops visual art techniques

BENCHMARK 1 BENCHMARK 2

and
facial expressions.

Mimics 
observed 
behaviors 
and words. 

different movements 
Encourage the child 
to play and pretend 
with others.

CA 4a Participates in dramatic and symbolic play
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individually or 
in a group.This benchmark 

may be observed 
throughout the day.

Invite the child to 
move to the music. 
Demonstrate simple 
movements.

Invite the children 
to move to the 
music. Show simple 
movements and 
change direction.

Invite the children 
to move to the 
music. Demonstrate 
multiple movements.

Invite the children 
to move to the 
music. Make simple 
movement patterns 
and ask them 
to join.

Invite the children to 
move to the music. 
Teach a simple 
movement pattern 
and ask them 
to perform it 
from memory.

BENCHMARK 1 BENCHMARK 2 BENCHMARK 3 BENCHMARK 4 BENCHMARK 5 BENCHMARK 6

Expresses emotions 
while exploring 
materials.

Scribbles, colors or
paints intentionally 
on paper.

Explores a variety 
of artistic tools 
and media.

Makes choices 
throughout the 
artistic process.

Plans, designs and 
seeks materials to 
make a creation.

Creates art to 
represent an idea 
or object. Explains 
how it was made.Provide a variety of 

art materials for the 
child to explore.

Provide a variety 
of art materials, 
tools and media, 
including paper. 
Provide options 
throughout the 
artistic process.

Invite the children to 
plan and design a 
creation. Encourage 
them to fi nd the 
materials they need, 
then make it.

Provide an art 
opportunity and 
ask the children 
to describe their 
process.

CA 3a Expresses through 2D and 3D visual art

Do:

Provide a variety of art materials, tools and 
Provide a variety of art materials, tools and media, including paper.
media, including paper.

Invite the children to 
move to the music. 

movement pattern 

BENCHMARK 6

represent an idea 
 object. Explains 

how it was made.

opportunity and 

gross motor 
movements 
and senses.

Provide a variety 
of art materials. 
Encourage 
exploration.

Do:

BENCHMARK 1
Imitates simple 
movements and
facial expressions.

Show the child 
different movements 
and facial 
expressions.

CA 4a 

Do:

Skill / Skill Code
Sub-skill / Defi nition

Benchmark 1
Benchmark 2

Benchmark 3
Benchmark 4

Benchmark 5
Benchmark 6

Benchmark 7

Benchmark 8
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SED 1 Self-Awareness

SED 1a Knows self and 

expresses confi dence

Responds to name by cooing, smiling 

or turning head toward person talking. 

Explores hands and feet.

Responds to name and interacts with 

self in mirror. Recognizes self as being 

separate from others.

Names self and names basic body parts. Identifi es characteristics of self.

Describes thoughts and characteristics of self and 

expresses confi dence in own abilities.

Identifi es own strengths and personal talents.
Apply strengths to accomplish a task and exhibits 

pride in personal accomplishments.

Refl ects and describes strengths and areas of growth. 

Begins to have and apply a growth mindset.

SED 1b Expresses needs and 

preferences

Vocalizes or moves to express needs. Seeks out or responds to favorite or 

preferred toys, objects or people.

Expresses likes and dislikes.
When given two to three options, chooses their most 

desired option.

Describes and compares preferences of self 

and others.

Expresses and advocates for one’s needs or personal 

preferences.

Understands others might have different needs and 

preferences than self.

Expresses and advocates ways for self and others to 

both participate according to unique preferences and 

to attain differing wants.

SED 1c Completes tasks 

independently

Reaches for a familiar object or toy.
Attempts to do a familiar task or explore 

objects independently.

Completes familiar tasks or activities 

independently. May still need adult 

support on occasion.

Expresses interest in planning or trying new or 

complex tasks and activities with help.

Takes risks and pushes self to accomplish new tasks 

independently.

Revisits a familiar task or activity with a 

different approach.

Revisits and plans a familiar task and describes ways 

to improve results.

Predicts how self and others might be able to perform 

in a task and describes and plans what is needed 

to improve.

SED 1d Identifi es emotions Makes facial expressions or vocalizations 

to express engagement, contentment, 

stress or discomfort.

Shows a range of emotions with facial 

expressions and gestures.

Recognizes and names a few 

personal feelings.

Identifi es and describes personal feelings.
Recognizes that feelings can change.

Identifi es complex feelings and recognizes that they 

can have more than one feeling at the same time.

Identifi es past, current and future feelings and explains 

when they might experience different feelings.

Anticipates an emotional response that may result from 

a given situation.

SED 2 Self-Regulation

SED 2a Manages feelings 

and behavior

Calms with support from caregiver.
Seeks out a familiar adult, item or 

behavior to provide comfort when upset 

or in a new situation.

Begins to use strategies to regulate 

emotions or behavior with support from 

familiar adult.

Uses a variety of strategies to regulate emotions 

or behavior. May still need adult prompting 

on occasion.

Independently chooses and uses a variety of strategies 

to regulate emotions or behavior.

Describes and demonstrates appropriate responses to 

different emotions and behaviors.

Describes strategies to calm oneself in new or stressful 

situations.

Applies strategies for managing own emotions and 

behaviors.

SED 2b Follows routines and 

transitions

Reacts to changes in tone of voice or 

expression.

Participates in familiar routines and 

transitions with support.

Recognizes a familiar activity or 

routine and redirects to a new activity 

with support.

Anticipates what comes next within a daily routine. 

Recognizes when the typical routine is not followed 

and identifi es the change. 

Follows daily routines. With support, negotiates ways 

to handle new routines or transitions.

Transitions from one activity to the next and helps 

others through the transition.

Describes strategies to adjust and calm oneself in new 

or stressful situations.

Adapts to new situations or routines quickly and with 

minimal stress.

SED 3
Social 

Relationships

SED 3a Develops relationships 

with adults

Recognizes, interacts with and responds to 

primary caregivers.

Stays close to and interacts with familiar 

adults for comfort and support.

Engages in interactions with new adults, 

but returns to the primary caregivers for 

comfort and support.

Engages in positive back-and-forth interactions with 

new or familiar adults.

Initiates interactions and uses prosocial behavior skills 

in back-and-forth exchanges with adults.

Identifi es trusted adults in the community and 

describes when to seek help.

Describes characteristics of trusted adults and seeks 

help when needed.

Describes how trusted adults can provide support in 

various settings and how to build positive relationships.

SED 3b Develops relationships 

with peers

Notices, responds to and looks at peers. Engages in simple interactions with peers. Shows interest in interacting with peers 

and may demonstrate preference for 

specifi c peers.

Engages in interactions with peers and has preferred 

friends that they play with consistently.

Demonstrates connection with others and identifi es 

similar interests as friends.

Describes personal friendships and meaningful 

relationships.

Describes characteristics of positive friendships and 

how to build positive relationships.

Describes different types of relationships. Takes care of 

self, others and considers the needs of others.

SED 3c Participates 

cooperatively in groups

Engages in simple social interactions, such 

as games like peek-a-boo.

Mimics actions of others.
Joins a group and participates in an 

activity when asked.

With support from an adult, initiates play with peers 

and uses prosocial behavior skills such as sharing, 

waiting and taking turns.

Initiates play with peers and uses prosocial behavior 

skills such as sharing, waiting and taking turns. May 

still need adult prompting on occasion.

Identifi es roles of self and others during group tasks or 

activities. Offers to help others.

Fulfi lls personal roles and responsibilities when 

working in a group.

Begins to use active listening and inclusion of other’s 

ideas to support collaboration in a group setting.

SED 3d Identifi es and respects 

emotions of others

Adjusts behavior according to emotional 

or facial response of a familiar person.

Explores different facial expressions, such 

as in pictures.

Recognizes the emotions of others and 

demonstrates concern for others.

Explains how and why someone may be feeling a 

certain emotion.

Identifi es complex feelings of others and responds 

accordingly.

Explains how self and others may feel similar or 

different in a variety of situations and explains why.

Seeks to understand and support others’ feelings. Demonstrates respect for others who have differing 

feelings and needs. Shows empathy to others.

SED 4 Problem-Solving

SED 4a Solves problems
Uses simple repeated actions or 

movements to solve a problem.

Explores how things work using repeated 

trial and error to solve a problem.

Recognizes a problem and asks for adult 

help to solve the problem.

Suggests and explores possible solutions to a 

problem with support from an adult.

Uses previous knowledge to determine which solution 

to try fi rst when solving a problem.

Eliminates possible solutions to a problem by thinking 

through their potential results and consequences.

Explains the sequence of their problem 

solving strategy.

Solves problems by connecting personal experiences 

to possible solutions.

SED 4b Responsible 

Decision-Making

Begins to recognize choices, such as 

reaching for a toy when multiple options 

are available.

Responds to simple guidance on safe and 

kind choices.

Identifi es basic consequences of actions, 

such as “If I throw my toy, it might break”.
With adult support, lists choices or solutions before 

making a decision.

Makes independent choices based on rules 

and fairness.

Considers others’ feelings when making decisions. Evaluates possible solutions and their consequences 

before acting.

Demonstrates responsible decision-making by 

applying past experiences to new situations.

A
pp

ro
ac

he
s 

to
 L

ea
rn

in
g ATL 1

Attention & 

Persistence

ATL 1a Attends
Focuses for a short time on a person, 

sound or thing.

Attends to what others are looking at or 

pointing to.

Focuses on an engaging activity for a 

short period of time with adult reminders.
Focuses on an engaging activity for a short period 

of time independently.

Sustains focus for at least fi ve minutes, even if there 

are distractions.

Sustains focus for at least ten minutes, even if there are 

distractions.

Sustains focus for at least thirty minutes, even if there 

are distractions.

Sustains focus for forty-fi ve minutes, even if there are 

distractions.

ATL 1b Persists
Engages in a continued interaction or 

activity with a familiar object or adult.

Repeats actions to gain a result.
Asserts a desire to start or end a preferred 

activity. Asks for help as needed.

Practices or repeats an activity until successful. 

Expresses delight over a successful project.

Begins to persist on a challenging activity with 

teacher support. 

Persists on a challenging activity independently.
With adult support, plans steps to pursue a 

challenging activity or idea and implements it with 

persistence.

Plans steps to pursue an idea and implements it with 

persistence independently.

ATL 2 Flexibility & Play

ATL 2a Shows fl exibility
Shifts attention from one person or thing 

to another.

Shifts attention from one task to another 

with prompting and adult support.

With adult support, demonstrates ability 

to shift ideas, plans or imagination while 

working on a simple task or activity.

With adult support, demonstrates ability to shift 

ideas, plans or imagination while participating in 

complex tasks or role-play scenarios.

Demonstrates ability to shift ideas, plans or 

imagination while participating in simple tasks 

or role-play scenarios independently.

Demonstrates ability to shift ideas, plans or 

imagination while completing complex tasks or 

games independently.

Imagines new ways to approach a task or discover 

information when obstacles are present. 

Demonstrates ability to fl uently shift approaches within 

complex tasks independently. 

ATL 2b Engages in play
Explores and manipulates materials.

Entertains and plays by themselves 

without adult or child involvement.

Watches others play and plays side by 

side with another person.

Joins a group and participates in group play. May 

have different purposes of play.

Engages in cooperative play by sharing, taking turns 

and offering to help others. Identifi es roles of self and 

others during tasks and play.

Engages in social play and creates goals and 

scenarios that involve creative problem-solving.

With adult support, plays games or activities with 

complex rules.

Plays games or activities with others that have complex 

rules. May create own rules to games.
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PD 1 Gross Motor

PD 1 Builds strength, 

coordination and balance of 

large muscles

Rolls, crawls, sits independently and pulls 

self into a standing position. Kicks or 

grabs from a seated or lying position.

Walks and climbs. Carries, drags, kicks 

and tosses objects.

Runs. Balances on a wide beam. Throws 

objects in an intended direction. Catches 

objects against body.

Balances and hops on one foot. Throws both 

overhand and underhand. Catches or kicks 

moving objects.

Hops from one foot to the other. Begins to skip. 

Coordinates multiple movements in simple sequences.
Changes direction and speed of movement.

Balances on a variety of objects. Kicks or strikes 

moving objects with aim and accuracy. Leaps. Stops 

at a boundary.

Uses conditioning methods to strengthen muscles and 

increase endurance. Coordinates multiple complex 

movements in continuous play.

PD 2 Fine Motor

PD 2 Builds strength 

and coordination of 

small movements

Reaches for objects in sight and uses 

hands or feet to make contact with 

an object.

Purposefully grasps objects with fi nger 

and thumb. Uses hands to accomplish 

tasks, such as feeding self.

Opens, closes, stacks, twists and pulls 

objects with one or both hands.

Uses hands and fi ngers to manipulate objects, such 

as stringing large beads or snipping with scissors.

Manipulates objects through tasks like buttoning, 

zipping, buckling, lacing and following a straight line 

when cutting and copying drawings.

Manipulates objects through tasks like following an 

outline with scissors, tying shoes and dressing self.

Threads small beads. Stacks small objects. Uses 

scissors to cut more challenging materials, such as 

fabric or cardstock.

Manipulates objects of all sizes with speed 

and accuracy.

PD 3 Safety

PD 3 Demonstrates 

safe practices

Reacts to unexpected noises, lights 

or sights.

Responds to possible dangers 

in environment and avoids them 

when prompted.

Follows simple safety rules and 

avoids danger.

Follows safety rules and helps others follow rules. 

Identifi es dangerous situations and seeks help.

Describes reasons for safety rules and reminds others 

to follow them.

Applies general safety rules to a variety of everyday 

situations with little prompting.

Identifi es emergency situations and how to behave 

accordingly. Describes how to get help.

Takes appropriate initiative in dangerous and 

emergency situations.

PD 4 Personal Care

PD 4a Implements self-care 

routines including rest, 

toileting, handwashing, 

exercise and dressing

Cries or moves body when physical needs 

are not met.

Begins to participate in self-care activities 

and recognizes the difference between 

dirty and clean.

With help, participates in 

self-care routines.

Recognizes personal needs and how to get them 

met and implements with adult support.

Meets most personal and hygiene needs when 

prompted by an adult.

Maintains personal needs and proper hygiene with 

occasional reminders.

Independently maintains personal and hygiene needs. Explains how to manage health and role of exercise 

and rest in self and others.

PD 4b Understands bodily 

functions 

Explores body parts, such as 

hands and feet.

Points to body parts when prompted. Identifi es basic body parts.
Describes the function of basic body parts. Can 

locate body pain.

Explains how germs spread and describes simple 

strategies for preventing the spread.

When feeling sick, describes symptoms. Describes 

some contagious diseases.

Identifi es basic organs.

Describes the functions of basic organs.

PD 5 Nutrition

PD5 Follows healthy 

nutrition routines

Cries when hungry.

Communicates the need to eat and feeds 

self some fi nger foods.

Begins to identify familiar foods, 

anticipates the need to eat and feeds self 

with spoon or other utensil.

Identifi es food and serves a portion into a bowl or 

plate and feeds self.

Identifi es food groups, sorts food and identifi es food 

that is nutritious

Describes how nutritious food helps the body grow 

and develop and helps to prepare food.

Describes what happens after the 

consumption of food.

Prepares simple food for self.
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LLD 1a Understands and 

interprets language

Turns head toward the person speaking. Shows understanding of a variety of 

single familiar words, such as by pointing 

at named objects, people or body parts.

Shows understanding of a wide variety of 

phrases and sentences. 

Listens, then responds appropriately.
Listens and understands inferred requests.

Shows understanding of a series of complex 

statements that explain how or why. 

Shows understanding about key details from 

information or stories shared verbally.

Listens to gather new information and demonstrates 

understanding. 

LLD 1b Follows directions
Responds to speaking in the environment 

and imitates actions.

With prompts and gestures, follows a 

one-step direction.

Follows related two-step directions 

given verbally.

Follows unrelated two-step directions given verbally. With prompting, follows multi-step directions 

given verbally.

Follows multi-step directions given verbally.
Remembers and follows previous rules or directions 

given verbally.

Responds to verbal statements that have implied 

directions or requests.

LLD 2 Communication

LLD 2a Uses language to 

express information and 

ask/answer questions

Uses vocalizations and gestures to 

communicate.

Uses a few words, signs or word-like 

sounds to communicate.

Communicates needs, desires and ideas 

or asks simple questions.

Uses descriptions and observations to communicate 

information and answer questions, or asks more 

complex questions.

Talks about activities or tells stories. Answers “who,” 

“what,” “when,” “why” and “how” questions.

Explains personal thoughts about familiar people, 

places and events.

Discusses ideas and feelings about a wide range of 

age-appropriate topics.

Uses expression, tone and pacing to reinforce the 

meaning of what they are communicating.

LLD 2b Uses 

conversational skills

Responds with babbles or sounds with 

prompting.

Responds to one exchange, but is 

not on topic.

Responds on topic for one exchange. Stays on topic for two to three exchanges.
Engages in conversations through multiple exchanges. Initiates conversation with adults and peers.

Demonstrate understanding of conversation norms, 

such as listening, taking turns talking, distance 

between talkers and body orientation.

Asks for clarifi cation about information or topics that 

occur during a conversation.

LLD 2c Uses sentence structure Mimics single sounds.

Communicates using one- to two-word 

sentences.

Communicates using two- to four-word 

sentences.

Communicates in sentences. May not always follow 

grammatical rules.

Communicates in simple, complete sentences.
Uses question words in speech. Speaks audibly. 

Makes nouns plural by adding /s/. Uses common 

prepositions.

Uses many types of sentences, including simple and 

compound. Uses verb tense to express past, present 

and future.

Uses common irregular plural nouns and 

conjugated verbs.

LLD 2d Uses and expands 

vocabulary

Uses sounds and gestures to 

communicate.

Repeats words heard frequently in 

environment.

Identifi es familiar people, places and 

objects. Asks what a specifi c person or 

object is called.

Describes familiar people, places and objects. 

Seeks additional words for new ways to describe.

Includes new and technical words in everyday 

conversations. Asks what unfamiliar words mean.

Uses new or technical words learned in conversations 

or through reading. Compares words and 

their meanings.

Identifi es words whose meaning are similar. 

Determines the meaning of unknown words from 

context or root word.

Explains the difference between closely related words. 

Uses multiple strategies to determine and learn the 

meaning of unfamiliar words.

LLD 3
Phonological 

Awareness

LLD 3a Rhyme
Listens to and moves to rhyming songs. Repeats the last word in familiar rhymes 

when prompted.

Suggests a missing rhyming word within a 

poem or song.

Identifi es when two words rhyme.
Produces rhyming words when given a word.

Rhymes with real and nonsensical words.
Independently identifi es and repeats rhyming word 

pairs from a poem or song.

Creates an original rhyming song or poem.

LLD 3b Hears Large 

Units of Sound

Babbles and vocalizes using sound, 

volume and infl ection.

Repeats words or short sentences.
Shows awareness of separate words in 

spoken language.

Blends large units of sound, such as compound 

words, syllables or onset-rime.

Segments large units of sound, such as compound 

words, syllables or onset-rime.

Deletes large units of sound.

Substitutes large units of sound.

Manipulates, blends, substitutes and deletes large 

units of sound.

LLD 3c Hears Small 

Units of Sound

Coos and makes sounds such as 

“oo” and “ah.”

Imitates or repeats sounds and tones. Engages in word and sound play through 

songs and games. 

Identifi es and produces words that have the same 

beginning sound.

Identifi es the end sound of a word and blends 

two-phoneme words.

Identifi es medial sound of a word and blends CVC 

(consonant-vowel-consonant) words.

Segments phonemes in words. 

Substitutes and deletes phonemes in words. 

LLD 4
Alphabetic 

Knowledge

LLD 4 Identifi es letters, makes 

letter-sound connections and 

decodes words

Explores books and toys with letters and 

related images.

Participates in letter songs and activities. Recognizes the fi rst letter and letter sound 

in their name.

Identifi es fi ve to ten upper- and lowercase letters 

and letter sounds.

Identifi es eleven to twenty upper- and lowercase 

letters and letter sounds.

Identifi es all upper- and lowercase letters and 

letter sounds.

Decodes words with long and short vowel sounds, 

digraphs and blends with increasing automaticity.

Applies phonics strategies and word analysis skills to 

decode words, such as irregular high-frequency and 

unfamiliar words with increasing automaticity.

LLD 5 Concepts of Print
LLD 5 Uses print concepts and 

explores books and other text
Opens and closes books, looks at them 

and points to pictures.

Recognizes if pictures are right-side up. 

Turns pages from the front to the back 

of the book.

Distinguishes between pictures and words. 

Identifi es the front and back cover.

Distinguishes between letters and words. Indicates 

where to start reading on a page.

Identifi es some punctuation and recognizes spaces 

between words.

Recognizes common types of text, such as poems, 

storybooks or fact books. Names author and 

illustrator. Identifi es punctuation.

Explains the difference between books that tell stories 

and those that give information.

Identifi es and uses text features to fi nd 

information in texts.

LLD 6
Reading 

Comprehension

LLD 6a Responds to text
Interacts by reaching for or patting when 

a book is read.

Chooses and holds a book and looks 

intently at each page.

Talks about pictures and ideas in 

familiar stories.

Anticipates what comes next in familiar stories. 

Expresses likes or dislikes within the story.

Relates to the characters or events of the story 

and shares a similar experience or object from 

their own life.

With support, compares similarities between two texts. Makes many text-to-text, text-to-self and 

text-to-real-world connections. Compares 

similarities and differences between texts.

Evaluates texts based on content, personal 

experiences and knowledge of the world. Compares 

the main points of two texts.

LLD 6b Retells, asks and 

answers questions about a 

text or story

Looks at and listens to books read aloud 

by an adult.

With prompting, answers “where” 

questions by pointing to pictures and 

repeating words from familiar stories. 

Identifi es the characters and setting 

in a story.

Retells portions of a story using pictures, 

gestures or props.

With prompting, answers simple questions about 

the characters, setting and events in a story and 

retells a story.

Asks and answers questions about the characters, 

setting and events in a story and retells the events of a 

story in sequence.

Makes inferences about character goals or causal 

connections in a story, and retells stories in sequence 

using more details.

Summarizes texts and their messages. Describes the 

points of view of various characters.

LLD 7 Writing

LLD 7a Emergent Writing
With adult support, makes a mark with a 

writing tool or other material.

Makes random marks or draws with 

writing tools.

Marks or scribbles. Begins to make 

letter-like forms.

Writes letter-like forms or mock letters and letter 

strings from left to right.

Writes fi rst name and some letters. Begins to use 

inventive spelling. Letters may be out of order 

or backward.

Writes fi rst and last name and upper- and lowercase 

letters appropriately. Writes short phrases with 

more accuracy.

Writes simple sentences. Begins to use 

conventional spelling.

Writes simple and compound sentences. Uses 

punctuation. Checks and corrects spelling.

LLD 7b Uses writing to 

represent meaning

Explores various tools used to write.
Makes handprints or fi ngerprints 

with adults.

Scribbles or draws marks as a 

representation of an object or person.

Uses a combination of drawing, dictating and 

writing to explain who or what something represents.
Uses a combination of drawing, dictating and writing 

to record an event or idea.

Draws and writes to express ideas or share 

an opinion.

Writes to give information about a topic, including 

some facts. Provides a concluding statement.

Writes ideas or groups information in logical order. 

Uses descriptive words in writing.
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M 1 Number Sense

M 1a Verbally counts numbers Listens to counting songs and chants.
Says or sings random numbers, may be 

out of order.

Verbally counts to fi ve.
Verbally counts to ten.

Verbally counts to twenty.

Verbally counts to 100 by ones and tens. Counts 

forward from a given number.

Verbally counts in sequence to 120 from a 

given number.

Verbally counts by fi ves, tens and hundreds to 1000. 

M 1b Identifi es and 

writes numerals

Sees numbers in everyday context.
Begins to identify numbers. Identifi es the 

numeral 1.

Identifi es numerals up to fi ve.
Identifi es numerals up to ten and understands the 

numeral refl ects the quantity of objects. Writes 

numerals up to fi ve.

Identifi es numerals up to twenty and understands 

the numeral refl ects the quantity of objects. Writes 

numerals up to ten.

Identifi es numerals up to fi fty. Writes numerals up 

to twenty.

Identifi es numerals to 100 and understands place 

value for two- to three-digit numbers.

Identifi es and writes numerals to 1000. Understands 

place value for three- to four-digit numbers.

M 1c  Counting one-to-one, 

and composing and 

decomposing numbers

Points to objects.

Uses one-to-one correspondence to 

match objects or pictures.

Points to one object at a time while 

counting up to fi ve.

Counts up to ten objects and indicates that the 

last number counted tells how many objects 

were counted. 

Count up to twenty objects and indicates that the last 

number counted tells how many objects were counted. 
Understands that a whole number is greater than its 

parts and can identify the number combinations that 

add up to fi ve with prompting.

Identifi es the number combinations that add up to fi ve. Decomposes numbers less than or equal to ten in more 

than one way.

M 1d  Number Quantities and 

Comparison

Looks for an object that is taken 

out of sight.

Recognizes amounts up to two 

without counting.

Recognizes amounts up to three 

without counting.

Recognizes amounts up to fi ve without counting. 

Creates and counts groups of up to fi ve objects 

and identifi es which group has more, less or if they 

are equal.

Creates and counts groups of up to fi ve objects and 

recognizes which group has more, even if the objects 

in the larger group are smaller.

Creates and counts groups of up to ten objects 

and identifi es which group has more, less or if they 

are equal.

Uses the concept of a number line to compare which 

numbers are closer to each other.

Uses place value to compare numbers.

M 1e Addition and Subtraction Watches an adult add or take away toys. Adds to and removes objects from a 

group as prompted.

Adds and subtracts by adding or 

removing objects and demonstrating 

understanding of the total up to three.

Adds and subtracts by adding to or removing 

objects and recounting to fi nd the total up to fi ve.

Adds and subtracts by adding to or removing objects 

and recounting to fi nd the total up to ten.

Adds and subtracts by counting on or counting up to 

for totals up to ten.

Uses addition and subtraction strategies to solve 

problems with totals up to twenty.

Solves for the unknown in one- and two-step addition 

or subtraction word problems. Explains problem-

solving strategies.

M 2
Spatial 

Awareness

M 2a Understands how objects 

move in space

Tries to put one object inside another. Purposely manipulates objects, such as 

turning or spinning them, to discover how 

things move or fi t into a space.

Recognizes objects that are upside-down

and turns them right-side up. Puts together 

three pieces to create a whole object.

Moves objects to assemble a whole, such as simple 

puzzles with prompting. 

Moves objects to assemble a whole, such as simple 

puzzles. May take several attempts to determine the 

correct orientation.

Identifi es and corrects the orientation of familiar 

objects and symbols. Assembles a puzzle without 

using a guide.

Creates complex pictures or objects by putting 

together or taking apart shapes.

Determines when shapes have been slid, turned or 

fl ipped and describes the translation.

M 2b Determines 

object location

Participates as caregiver raises arms or 

legs and says up/down.

Follows simple positional directions such 

as on/off, over/under and up/down.

Finds or places objects next to, between, 

in front of or behind self.

When prompted, places objects next to, between, in 

front of or behind objects not related to self.

Explains the location of an object in relation to 

another object.

Makes simple maps or models to represent the 

location of objects.

Gives and follows positional instructions to 

fi nd objects.

Uses representations, coordinates systems and maps 

to identify locations of objects or places.

M 3 Shapes

M 3 Identifi es shapes and their 

characteristics

Manipulates objects that are a variety 

of shapes.

Matches two identical shapes.
Identifi es one to three 

two-dimensional shapes.

Identifi es four to six two-dimensional shapes. 
Identifi es sides and angles or “corners” of shapes 

and uses materials to construct a shape when given a 

target shape to view.

Compares shapes by describing the attributes, such as 

the number and length of the sides and the number of 

angles or “corners” and recognizes shapes regardless 

of orientation.

Describes objects in the environment as two- and 

three-dimensional shapes. Identifi es one to four three-

dimensional shapes.

Separates a shape into halves, thirds and fourths.

M 4 Measurement

M 4a Measures and Estimates Recognizes when to use whole hand or 

just two fi ngers to pick up an object.

Explores size and weight of objects in 

relation to self.

Determines which object is bigger when 

given two to three objects.

Identifi es that things can be measured and uses 

nonstandard measurement tools. Uses measurement 

vocabulary such as weight, length or volume.

Compares the length, weight and capacity of two 

objects to determine which is bigger or if they are the 

same and uses measurement vocabulary.

Makes logical estimates and uses measurement tools 

to check estimation.

Explains which measurement tool makes the best sense 

for the object being measured. Tells time in hours and 

half-hours.

Tells time. Estimates length in inches, feet, centimeters 

or meters. Measures an object using a variety of 

measurement standards.

M 4b Compares and Orders Picks up and puts down objects. 
Places objects in a row in any order.

Compares and orders two to three 

objects. Identifi es the fi rst object.

Compares and orders up to fi ve objects. Describes 

order using words like fi rst, second and third.

Compares and orders up to ten objects. Describes 

order using words like fi rst to tenth.

Orders objects by one feature, then reorders using a 

different feature. Orders events in time.

Compares objects by using a measuring tool, 

then orders.

Compares and explains how much longer one object 

is than another using standard units of measurement.

M 5 Patterns

M 5 Copies, Creates, and 

Extends Patterns

Plays predictable activities with caregivers, 

such as pat-a-cake and peekaboo.

Notices things that repeat in the 

environment.

Fills in the missing piece of an AB pattern. Copies, creates and extends AB patterns.
Fills in the missing piece of complex patterns, such as 

ABC or AABB.

Copies, creates and extends complex patterns, such 

as ABC or AABB.

Identifi es the smallest unit of a pattern, such as AAB as 

the smallest unit of the pattern AABAABAAB.

Develops and explains own formula for creating a 

variety of patterns.

M 6 Classifi cation
M 6 Sorts and graphs

Notices when two objects are similar 

in some way.

Creates groups of objects by common 

characteristics but may be mixed or 

inconsistent.

Sorts objects by one feature.
After sorting objects by one feature, sorts again by 

a different feature

Sorts objects by more than one feature and 

explains why.

Gathers, sorts and categorizes objects or data into 

two categories and counts how many are in each.

Gathers, represents and answers questions about 

objects or data in three categories.

Gathers, represents and answers questions about 

objects or data in four categories.
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Investigation 

& Inquiry

SCI 1a Asks questions and 

makes predictions

Looks for a person or toy that has moved 

out of sight.

Asks simple questions about a familiar 

environment through words or gestures. 

Begins to understand how things are 

connected and asks more complex 

questions about a familiar environment.

When given a question, guesses a possible answer 

or outcome.

Asks questions about a familiar environment or 

scientifi c phenomenon and makes predictions about 

the outcome.

Predicts multiple outcomes to a question or situation 

and explains personal reasoning.

Uses prior knowledge and gathered information to 

make predictions about a scientifi c phenomenon. 

Makes hypotheses about scientifi c phenomena with 

teacher support.

Asks questions and makes hypotheses about scientifi c 

phenomena or hypothetical problems. Conducts an 

experiment multiple times.

SCI 1b Observes, describes 

and records

Uses senses to explore environment.
Demonstrates curiosity about objects by 

touching and manipulating them. Begins 

to understand cause and effect.

Begins to observe, describe and record 

a simple scientifi c phenomenon with 

teacher support.

Observes and uses prior knowledge to describe 

and record a scientifi c phenomenon with teacher 

prompting.

Observes, describes and records a scientifi c 

phenomenon.

Gathers information or experiments to 

prove/disprove a prediction. 

Records fi ndings in charts or diagrams and explains 

one’s problem-solving strategy.

Records and discusses observations and evaluates 

information to explain a phenomenon or 

prove/disprove a hypothesis.

SCI 2
Natural & 

Earth Science

SCI 2a Understands living and 

nonliving things 

Explores immediate environment 

using senses.

Plays with natural materials and reacts 

to animals or plants in the immediate 

environment.

Identifi es familiar natural materials, 

animals or plants and groups them by 

common characteristics.

Demonstrates an understanding that all living 

things have needs. Identifi es if an object can grow, 

eat or move.

Describes the characteristics of living things, sorts 

objects by living and nonliving and explains why.

Describes how living things obtain what they need to 

survive. Groups living things by complex features.

Describes how a living thing’s features and 

surroundings help it survive.

Describes threats that living things must overcome to 

survive. Explains the relationships between a variety 

of species.

SCI 2b Demonstrates 

knowledge of Earth’s 

environment

Reacts to weather changes in immediate 

environment.

Points to and notices natural elements, 

such as clouds, rain and wind.

Recognizes day and night. Notices 

changes in temperature and weather.

Identifi es the climate and weather in the immediate 

environment and describes ways to care for the 

natural world.

Identifi es current season and explains how weather 

affects personal life.

Explains that different places have disparate kinds of 

weather and climates.

Explains weather patterns and the basic properties 

and role of the sun, moon and earth.

Describes how the sun and movements of the earth 

affect climate.

SCI 3 Physical Science 

SCI 3a Explores forces 

and motion

Kicks feet or shakes arms to make other 

objects move.

Uses body to push or pull toys.
Explores motion by moving, rolling, 

blowing on or dropping a toy.

Explains how vehicles, animals or people move. Experiments with and explores invisible forces, such as 

ramps and magnets. 

Experiments and compares the movements of various 

objects and materials on a variety of surfaces.

Recognizes that gravity makes unsupported objects 

fall. Identifi es objects that are attracted to magnets.

Explains how force is used to change the direction of 

moving objects.

SCI 3b Explores the physical 

properties of materials

Uses senses to explore objects in an 

immediate environment.

Reacts to changes in texture, temperature, 

smell, sound or sight.

Begins to name colors.
Describes basic physical properties of objects, such 

as textures and colors.

Manipulates matter and observes any physical 

changes that may occur.

Classifi es and sorts materials by a variety of physical 

properties.

Identifi es materials that are solid, liquid and gas.
Describe how materials change between different 

states of matter.

SCI 4 Technology
SCI 4 Uses tools and 

technology to perform tasks

Explores simple toys.

Begins to use simple toys purposefully. Explores movable parts on toys.
Explores simple tools or interacts with simple types 

of technology.

Experiments with tools or technology to solve 

problems or accomplish tasks.

Uses familiar tools or technology to produce a desired 

result or solve a specifi c problem.

Experiments with familiar and unfamiliar tools or 

technology to achieve a variety of results.

Identifi es which tools can best help save time, solve a 

problem or increase enjoyment.

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es SS 1
Culture & 

Community

SS 1a Identifi es community and 

family roles

Responds to and recognizes primary 

caregivers.

Recognizes the difference between a 

familiar and unfamiliar person.

Identifi es familiar people and pets.
Describes family members and their relationship 

to self. Identifi es and role-plays familiar 

community helpers.

Identifi es roles of self and others and describes the job 

each may do.

Compares roles, rules and responsibilities between 

different groups.

Describes how roles and responsibilities or families 

and groups change over time.

Identifi es features of different communities and how 

these features impact roles and responsibilities.

SS 1b Explores and respects 

cultures and traditions

Listens to stories or music related to 

cultures and traditions.

Participates in activities related to cultures 

or traditions.

Recognizes familiar symbols or artifacts of 

traditions or customs.

Describes the routines, familiar stories, traditions, 

foods or celebrations of own family or community.

Explains the meaning and importance of their own 

traditions or customs. Begins to learn, ask questions 

and respect other cultures.

Explains the meaning and importance of traditions or 

customs of other people.

Compares diverse cultures or traditions.
Names infl uential people or events that have 

impacted familiar cultures and traditions.

SS 1c Respects diversity
Sees diverse features of people in books, 

toys or media.

Explores people and their features, either 

in person or in pictures.

Identifi es similarities and differences 

between self and others.

Respectfully participates in activities with others 

different than self.

 Shows interest in learning about and interacting with 

peers who look, learn, believe or move differently.

Explains and celebrates how individuals, families or 

cultures differ.

Demonstrates an understanding that some people 

have different needs or beliefs than self and seeks to 

support them accordingly.

Demonstrates respect for people who look different 

and have differing abilities or traditions.

SS 2
Civics & 

Economics

SS 2a Follows rules, limits and 

expectations

Attends to others in immediate 

environment.

Participates in communal activities.
Recognizes and attends to adults to hear 

rules, routines and expectations.

Follows familiar rules and routines and helps make 

group decisions. Expresses feelings about fairness.

Applies familiar rules and suggests new rules in a 

variety of situations.

Discusses the purposes of rules, laws and civic leaders. 

Participates in voting to make decisions.

Identifi es individual rights. Determines if rules support 

the common good.

Describes different levels of government, such as local, 

state and national. Makes democratic decisions.

SS 2b Understands concepts of 

money and economics

Reaches for desired objects.
Expresses a desire for an object or action. 

Expresses ownership such as by saying 

me or mine.

Expresses choice and recognizes interests 

and desires may be different from others. 

Explores the concepts of trade.

Asks before taking an object that doesn’t belong to 

them and offers an object to others to get what they 

want. Explores the concept of money.

Explores the use of trade of both goods and money to 

receive/buy objects or services.

Exchanges money, goods or services for other goods 

or services. Identifi es value of differing coins.

Describes how and why we save, earn and 

spend money.

Explains how and why people work together in trade 

to get what they need and want. Explains why some 

items are more expensive or valuable.

SS 3 Geography

SS 3a Identifi es types of places Responds to changes in the immediate 

environment.

Recognizes familiar places.
Identifi es a variety of familiar places in 

own community.

Identifi es different types of water bodies, streets, 

buildings or landmarks in own community.

Explains the purpose for different types of structures, 

such as bridges and buildings. Asks questions about 

landmarks. 

Compares the geographic features of one’s 

community to another community. 

Identifi es and describes various types of landforms 

and natural resources.

Explains how the physical features and characteristics 

of an environment affect how people live.

SS 3b Interacts with maps
Navigates within a familiar environment. Finds ways to move around obstacles in a 

familiar environment.

Follows a path.

Recognizes symbols or landmarks.
Identifi es what is represented on a map and draws 

pictures of current location.

Recreates a map of something they cannot 

immediately see.

Locates familiar places on maps. Uses cardinal 

directions to follow and give directions.

Uses a variety of maps to gather information.

SS 4
History & 

Sense of Time

SS 4 Develops sense of time Focuses on interactions with others for a 

short time.

Indicates the beginning or ending 

of an event

Describes events as they happen. Uses 

words such as “fi rst” and “then.”

Recalls information and events from the past. 

Recognizes sequence of events to establish a sense 

of order and time.

Uses language of time to describe familiar sequences 

of events.

Retells historical, fi ctional or past events or stories. Compares and contrasts current and historical 

conditions of familiar environments.

Describes relationships between past events and 

current conditions. Explains why it is important to 

understand historical events.
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CA 1a Expresses through music Makes sounds to communicate feelings. Repeats words in familiar songs and 

attempts to sing.

Expresses likes and dislikes of familiar 

songs. Explores shaking, pounding or 

tapping various instruments.

Uses voice, common objects or instruments to create 

music. Identifi es self as a musician.

Uses voice or instruments to express feelings or to 

mimic sound effects.

Communicates ideas by creating rhythm or melody. Interprets and compares many types of music.
Experiments and performs self-written music or 

rhythmic patterns.

CA 1b Develops rhythm
Responds to rhythm.

Responds to changes in rhythm.
Claps to beat. May not always be 

consistent.

Claps along to simple rhythm patterns.
Repeats simple rhythm patterns.

Creates simple rhythm patterns.

Maintains a steady beat. Recognizes strong/weak 

beats. Begins to read rhythm notation.

Maintains rhythm in various meter groupings.

CA 1c Develops tone
Responds to sounds.

Responds to changes in sound, volume 

or melody.

Understands the difference between 

singing and speaking voices.

Controls voice to mimic the melodic direction.
Hears the change of musical phrases in a song. Sings 

along to familiar songs.

Controls pitch when singing a familiar song.
Matches vocal pitch in a limited range.

Participates in call-and-response and two-part rounds.

CA 2
Dance & 

Movement

CA 2a Expresses through dance Uses body language to express feelings. Uses purposeful gestures and body 

language to communicate.

Moves in own way to music and rhythm. Demonstrates different levels of energy in dance, 

such as gentle versus explosive or small versus large 

movements.

Demonstrates the difference between spontaneous 

and planned movement. Creates movements based 

on own ideas.

Expresses ideas, feelings and stories through 

creative movement.

Coordinates movements of self and others to create a 

cohesive dance or idea.

Describes how dances and movements express certain 

ideas or feelings.

CA 2b Develops movement 

techniques

Moves body in a variety of ways.
Moves body purposely such as by 

swaying or bouncing to music.

Follows the movements of others. Explores 

personal space and direction.

Demonstrates multiple ways to move body parts. 

Moves to the beat.

Follows a leader to perform a simple 

movement pattern.

Recalls a simple movement pattern and performs it 

individually or in a group.

Recalls and dances a sequence of two or three 

movement patterns. Identifi es the beginning, middle 

and end of a dance.

Creates simple movement sequences.

CA 3 Visual Arts

CA 3a Expresses through 2D 

and 3D visual art

Expresses emotions while exploring 

materials.

Scribbles, colors or paints 

intentionally on paper.

Explores a variety of artistic tools 

and media.

Makes choices throughout the artistic process.
Plans, designs and seeks materials to make a creation. Creates art to represent an idea or object. Explains 

how it was made.

Creates art to express ideas, thoughts and feelings. Creates art and explains why and how they chose 

specifi c materials and techniques.

CA 3b Develops visual art 

techniques

Explores materials using gross motor 

movements and senses.

Uses hands and feet to explore a 

variety of media.

Uses materials to create shapes 

or symbols.

Chooses an object or art tool to use with a given 

medium for a desired effect.

Uses artistic tools and media to create intentional 

designs or images.

Demonstrates a variety of techniques using a given 

tool or medium.

Uses various tools and techniques to achieve desired 

artistic results.

Compares artistic techniques and creations of 

many artists.

CA 4 Drama

CA 4a Participates in dramatic 

and symbolic play

Imitates simple movements and facial 

expressions.

Mimics observed behaviors and words. Uses words, actions and props to pretend. Plays a role in group dramatic play.
Assigns roles and plays out unscripted scenes in 

dramatic play.

With cues, performs a simple pre-planned drama. Describes how a character may feel in a given 

situation, then integrates that emotion into 

performance.

Rehearses, memorizes and performs a short play.

CA 4b Uses and creates 

props to represent other 

objects or ideas

Responds to props or puppets.
Mimics the use of familiar objects.

Uses realistic toys as replacements for 

real objects. Distinguishes between real 

and pretend.

Uses an object as a replacement for a realistic prop 

or real object.

Uses a combination of real and imaginary props or 

characters to play out a scene.

Uses a combination of real and imaginary props or 

characters to play out multiple scenes or events.

With adult support, plans a story and creates 

costumes, settings or props to create a mood or 

environment.

Plans a story and creates costumes, settings or props 

to create a mood or environment.

Developmental Continuum of Skills 

Infant

Individual children develop at a unique pace.

Toddler

Preschool

Primary
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Experience 
Assessment Materials

Experience Assessment focuses 
on specifi c activities to ensure that every three months, 
children are being assessed for each skill in our 
system. We provide these tools to support assessment.

Experience Assessment User Guide
This guide includes instructions on how to assign 
benchmarks and guidance for observing each 
sub-skill. The observation guidance pages are used 
for support in collecting assessment data during 
observations. Each page provides the benchmarks 
for a given sub-skill as well as guidance on how to 
observe for each benchmark.

The Experience Developmental 
Continuum of Skills
This continuum is based on research and outlines the 
progression of developmental milestones and skills 
that children typically achieve from birth through 
early primary grades. The Developmental Continuum 
of skills is broken down into eight domains, which 
contain 36 skills further divided into 73 sub-skills. 
When observing, fi nd the sub-skill you’re examining 
and relate your observations to a benchmark 
description in the chart.

Group Observation Form
Supports recording observations by sub-skill. May be 
used in a group setting.

Individual Observation Form
Supports recording observations for each child 
individually. All domains and sub-skills are represented.

Child Progress Report
Supports sharing observations with families for each 
domain of learning.

Assessment Materials

Skill / Skill Code Sub-skill / Defi nition Benchmark 1 Benchmark 2 Benchmark 3
Benchmark 4

Benchmark 5
Benchmark 6

Benchmark 7
Benchmark 8
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SED 1 Self-Awareness

SED 1a Knows self and 

expresses confi dence

Responds to name by cooing, smiling 

or turning head toward person talking. 

Explores hands and feet.

Responds to name and interacts with 

self in mirror. Recognizes self as being 

separate from others.

Names self and names basic body parts. Identifi es characteristics of self.
Describes thoughts and characteristics of self and 

expresses confi dence in own abilities.

Identifi es own strengths and personal talents. Apply strengths to accomplish a task and exhibits 

pride in personal accomplishments.

Refl ects and describes strengths and areas of growth. 

Begins to have and apply a growth mindset.

SED 1b Expresses needs and 

preferences

Vocalizes or moves to express needs. Seeks out or responds to favorite or 

preferred toys, objects or people.

Expresses likes and dislikes.
When given two to three options, chooses their most 

desired option.

Describes and compares preferences of self 

and others.

Expresses and advocates for one’s needs or personal 

preferences.

Understands others might have different needs and 

preferences than self.

Expresses and advocates ways for self and others to 

both participate according to unique preferences and 

to attain differing wants.

SED 1c Completes tasks 

independently

Reaches for a familiar object or toy. Attempts to do a familiar task or explore 

objects independently.

Completes familiar tasks or activities 

independently. May still need adult 

support on occasion.

Expresses interest in planning or trying new or 

complex tasks and activities with help.

Takes risks and pushes self to accomplish new tasks 

independently.

Revisits a familiar task or activity with a 

different approach.

Revisits and plans a familiar task and describes ways 

to improve results.

Predicts how self and others might be able to perform 

in a task and describes and plans what is needed 

to improve.

SED 1d Identifi es emotions Makes facial expressions or vocalizations 

to express engagement, contentment, 

stress or discomfort.

Shows a range of emotions with facial 

expressions and gestures.

Recognizes and names a few 

personal feelings.

Identifi es and describes personal feelings. Recognizes that feelings can change.
Identifi es complex feelings and recognizes that they 

can have more than one feeling at the same time.
Identifi es past, current and future feelings and explains 

when they might experience different feelings.

Anticipates an emotional response that may result from 

a given situation.

SED 2 Self-Regulation

SED 2a Manages feelings 

and behavior

Calms with support from caregiver. Seeks out a familiar adult, item or 

behavior to provide comfort when upset 

or in a new situation.

Begins to use strategies to regulate 

emotions or behavior with support from 

familiar adult.

Uses a variety of strategies to regulate emotions 

or behavior. May still need adult prompting 

on occasion.

Independently chooses and uses a variety of strategies 

to regulate emotions or behavior.

Describes and demonstrates appropriate responses to 

different emotions and behaviors.

Describes strategies to calm oneself in new or stressful 

situations.

Applies strategies for managing own emotions and 

behaviors.

SED 2b Follows routines and 

transitions

Reacts to changes in tone of voice or 

expression.

Participates in familiar routines and 

transitions with support.

Recognizes a familiar activity or 

routine and redirects to a new activity 

with support.

Anticipates what comes next within a daily routine. 

Recognizes when the typical routine is not followed 

and identifi es the change. 

Follows daily routines. With support, negotiates ways 

to handle new routines or transitions.

Transitions from one activity to the next and helps 

others through the transition.

Describes strategies to adjust and calm oneself in new 

or stressful situations.

Adapts to new situations or routines quickly and with 

minimal stress.

SED 3
Social 
Relationships

SED 3a Develops relationships 

with adults

Recognizes, interacts with and responds to 

primary caregivers.

Stays close to and interacts with familiar 

adults for comfort and support.

Engages in interactions with new adults, 

but returns to the primary caregivers for 

comfort and support.

Engages in positive back-and-forth interactions with 

new or familiar adults.

Initiates interactions and uses prosocial behavior skills 

in back-and-forth exchanges with adults.

Identifi es trusted adults in the community and 

describes when to seek help.

Describes characteristics of trusted adults and seeks 

help when needed.

Describes how trusted adults can provide support in 

various settings and how to build positive relationships.

SED 3b Develops relationships 

with peers

Notices, responds to and looks at peers. Engages in simple interactions with peers. Shows interest in interacting with peers 

and may demonstrate preference for 

specifi c peers.

Engages in interactions with peers and has preferred 

friends that they play with consistently.

Demonstrates connection with others and identifi es 

similar interests as friends.

Describes personal friendships and meaningful 

relationships.

Describes characteristics of positive friendships and 

how to build positive relationships.

Describes different types of relationships. Takes care of 

self, others and considers the needs of others.

SED 3c Participates 

cooperatively in groups

Engages in simple social interactions, such 

as games like peek-a-boo.

Mimics actions of others.
Joins a group and participates in an 

activity when asked.

With support from an adult, initiates play with peers 

and uses prosocial behavior skills such as sharing, 

waiting and taking turns.

Initiates play with peers and uses prosocial behavior 

skills such as sharing, waiting and taking turns. May 

still need adult prompting on occasion.

Identifi es roles of self and others during group tasks or 

activities. Offers to help others.

Fulfi lls personal roles and responsibilities when 

working in a group.

Begins to use active listening and inclusion of other’s 

ideas to support collaboration in a group setting.

SED 3d Identifi es and respects 

emotions of others

Adjusts behavior according to emotional 

or facial response of a familiar person.
Explores different facial expressions, such 

as in pictures.

Recognizes the emotions of others and 

demonstrates concern for others.

Explains how and why someone may be feeling a 

certain emotion.

Identifi es complex feelings of others and responds 

accordingly.

Explains how self and others may feel similar or 

different in a variety of situations and explains why.
Seeks to understand and support others’ feelings. Demonstrates respect for others who have differing 

feelings and needs. Shows empathy to others.

SED 4 Problem-Solving

SED 4a Solves problems Uses simple repeated actions or 

movements to solve a problem.

Explores how things work using repeated 

trial and error to solve a problem.

Recognizes a problem and asks for adult 

help to solve the problem.

Suggests and explores possible solutions to a 

problem with support from an adult.

Uses previous knowledge to determine which solution 

to try fi rst when solving a problem.

Eliminates possible solutions to a problem by thinking 

through their potential results and consequences.

Explains the sequence of their problem 

solving strategy.

Solves problems by connecting personal experiences 

to possible solutions.

SED 4b Responsible 

Decision-Making

Begins to recognize choices, such as 

reaching for a toy when multiple options 

are available.

Responds to simple guidance on safe and 

kind choices.

Identifi es basic consequences of actions, 

such as “If I throw my toy, it might break”.
With adult support, lists choices or solutions before 

making a decision.

Makes independent choices based on rules 

and fairness.

Considers others’ feelings when making decisions. Evaluates possible solutions and their consequences 

before acting.

Demonstrates responsible decision-making by 

applying past experiences to new situations.
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Attention & 

Persistence

ATL 1a Attends
Focuses for a short time on a person, 

sound or thing.

Attends to what others are looking at or 

pointing to.

Focuses on an engaging activity for a 

short period of time with adult reminders.
Focuses on an engaging activity for a short period 

of time independently.

Sustains focus for at least fi ve minutes, even if there 

are distractions.

Sustains focus for at least ten minutes, even if there are 

distractions.

Sustains focus for at least thirty minutes, even if there 

are distractions.

Sustains focus for forty-fi ve minutes, even if there are 

distractions.

ATL 1b Persists
Engages in a continued interaction or 

activity with a familiar object or adult.
Repeats actions to gain a result. Asserts a desire to start or end a preferred 

activity. Asks for help as needed.

Practices or repeats an activity until successful. 

Expresses delight over a successful project.

Begins to persist on a challenging activity with 

teacher support. 

Persists on a challenging activity independently. With adult support, plans steps to pursue a 

challenging activity or idea and implements it with 

persistence.

Plans steps to pursue an idea and implements it with 

persistence independently.

ATL 2 Flexibility & Play

ATL 2a Shows fl exibility Shifts attention from one person or thing 

to another.

Shifts attention from one task to another 

with prompting and adult support.

With adult support, demonstrates ability 

to shift ideas, plans or imagination while 

working on a simple task or activity.

With adult support, demonstrates ability to shift 

ideas, plans or imagination while participating in 

complex tasks or role-play scenarios.

Demonstrates ability to shift ideas, plans or 

imagination while participating in simple tasks 

or role-play scenarios independently.

Demonstrates ability to shift ideas, plans or 

imagination while completing complex tasks or 

games independently.

Imagines new ways to approach a task or discover 

information when obstacles are present. 

Demonstrates ability to fl uently shift approaches within 

complex tasks independently. 

ATL 2b Engages in play Explores and manipulates materials. Entertains and plays by themselves 

without adult or child involvement.

Watches others play and plays side by 

side with another person.

Joins a group and participates in group play. May 

have different purposes of play.

Engages in cooperative play by sharing, taking turns 

and offering to help others. Identifi es roles of self and 

others during tasks and play.

Engages in social play and creates goals and 

scenarios that involve creative problem-solving.

With adult support, plays games or activities with 

complex rules.

Plays games or activities with others that have complex 

rules. May create own rules to games.
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PD 1 Gross Motor
PD 1 Builds strength, 

coordination and balance of 

large muscles

Rolls, crawls, sits independently and pulls 

self into a standing position. Kicks or 

grabs from a seated or lying position.

Walks and climbs. Carries, drags, kicks 

and tosses objects.

Runs. Balances on a wide beam. Throws 

objects in an intended direction. Catches 

objects against body.

Balances and hops on one foot. Throws both 

overhand and underhand. Catches or kicks 

moving objects.

Hops from one foot to the other. Begins to skip. 

Coordinates multiple movements in simple sequences.
Changes direction and speed of movement. Balances on a variety of objects. Kicks or strikes 

moving objects with aim and accuracy. Leaps. Stops 

at a boundary.

Uses conditioning methods to strengthen muscles and 

increase endurance. Coordinates multiple complex 

movements in continuous play.

PD 2 Fine Motor
PD 2 Builds strength 

and coordination of 

small movements

Reaches for objects in sight and uses 

hands or feet to make contact with 

an object.

Purposefully grasps objects with fi nger 

and thumb. Uses hands to accomplish 

tasks, such as feeding self.

Opens, closes, stacks, twists and pulls 

objects with one or both hands.

Uses hands and fi ngers to manipulate objects, such 

as stringing large beads or snipping with scissors.
Manipulates objects through tasks like buttoning, 

zipping, buckling, lacing and following a straight line 

when cutting and copying drawings.

Manipulates objects through tasks like following an 

outline with scissors, tying shoes and dressing self.
Threads small beads. Stacks small objects. Uses 

scissors to cut more challenging materials, such as 

fabric or cardstock.

Manipulates objects of all sizes with speed 

and accuracy.

PD 3 Safety
PD 3 Demonstrates 

safe practices

Reacts to unexpected noises, lights 

or sights.

Responds to possible dangers 

in environment and avoids them 

when prompted.

Follows simple safety rules and 

avoids danger.

Follows safety rules and helps others follow rules. 

Identifi es dangerous situations and seeks help.

Describes reasons for safety rules and reminds others 

to follow them.

Applies general safety rules to a variety of everyday 

situations with little prompting.

Identifi es emergency situations and how to behave 

accordingly. Describes how to get help.

Takes appropriate initiative in dangerous and 

emergency situations.

PD 4 Personal Care

PD 4a Implements self-care 

routines including rest, 

toileting, handwashing, 

exercise and dressing

Cries or moves body when physical needs 

are not met.

Begins to participate in self-care activities 

and recognizes the difference between 

dirty and clean.

With help, participates in 

self-care routines.

Recognizes personal needs and how to get them 

met and implements with adult support.

Meets most personal and hygiene needs when 

prompted by an adult.

Maintains personal needs and proper hygiene with 

occasional reminders.

Independently maintains personal and hygiene needs. Explains how to manage health and role of exercise 

and rest in self and others.

PD 4b Understands bodily 

functions 

Explores body parts, such as 

hands and feet.

Points to body parts when prompted. Identifi es basic body parts.
Describes the function of basic body parts. Can 

locate body pain.

Explains how germs spread and describes simple 

strategies for preventing the spread.

When feeling sick, describes symptoms. Describes 

some contagious diseases.

Identifi es basic organs.
Describes the functions of basic organs.

PD 5 Nutrition
PD5 Follows healthy 

nutrition routines

Cries when hungry.
Communicates the need to eat and feeds 

self some fi nger foods.

Begins to identify familiar foods, 

anticipates the need to eat and feeds self 

with spoon or other utensil.

Identifi es food and serves a portion into a bowl or 

plate and feeds self.

Identifi es food groups, sorts food and identifi es food 

that is nutritious

Describes how nutritious food helps the body grow 

and develop and helps to prepare food.

Describes what happens after the 

consumption of food.

Prepares simple food for self.
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LLD 1a Understands and 

interprets language

Turns head toward the person speaking. Shows understanding of a variety of 

single familiar words, such as by pointing 

at named objects, people or body parts.

Shows understanding of a wide variety of 

phrases and sentences. 

Listens, then responds appropriately.
Listens and understands inferred requests.

Shows understanding of a series of complex 

statements that explain how or why. 

Shows understanding about key details from 

information or stories shared verbally.

Listens to gather new information and demonstrates 

understanding. 

LLD 1b Follows directions Responds to speaking in the environment 

and imitates actions.

With prompts and gestures, follows a 

one-step direction.

Follows related two-step directions 

given verbally.

Follows unrelated two-step directions given verbally. With prompting, follows multi-step directions 

given verbally.

Follows multi-step directions given verbally. Remembers and follows previous rules or directions 

given verbally.

Responds to verbal statements that have implied 

directions or requests.

LLD 2 Communication

LLD 2a Uses language to 

express information and 

ask/answer questions

Uses vocalizations and gestures to 

communicate.

Uses a few words, signs or word-like 

sounds to communicate.

Communicates needs, desires and ideas 

or asks simple questions.

Uses descriptions and observations to communicate 

information and answer questions, or asks more 

complex questions.

Talks about activities or tells stories. Answers “who,” 

“what,” “when,” “why” and “how” questions.

Explains personal thoughts about familiar people, 

places and events.

Discusses ideas and feelings about a wide range of 

age-appropriate topics.

Uses expression, tone and pacing to reinforce the 

meaning of what they are communicating.

LLD 2b Uses 

conversational skills

Responds with babbles or sounds with 

prompting.

Responds to one exchange, but is 

not on topic.

Responds on topic for one exchange. Stays on topic for two to three exchanges. Engages in conversations through multiple exchanges. Initiates conversation with adults and peers. Demonstrate understanding of conversation norms, 

such as listening, taking turns talking, distance 

between talkers and body orientation.

Asks for clarifi cation about information or topics that 

occur during a conversation.

LLD 2c Uses sentence structure Mimics single sounds.
Communicates using one- to two-word 

sentences.

Communicates using two- to four-word 

sentences.

Communicates in sentences. May not always follow 

grammatical rules.

Communicates in simple, complete sentences. Uses question words in speech. Speaks audibly. 

Makes nouns plural by adding /s/. Uses common 

prepositions.

Uses many types of sentences, including simple and 

compound. Uses verb tense to express past, present 

and future.

Uses common irregular plural nouns and 

conjugated verbs.

LLD 2d Uses and expands 

vocabulary

Uses sounds and gestures to 

communicate.

Repeats words heard frequently in 

environment.

Identifi es familiar people, places and 

objects. Asks what a specifi c person or 

object is called.

Describes familiar people, places and objects. 

Seeks additional words for new ways to describe.
Includes new and technical words in everyday 

conversations. Asks what unfamiliar words mean.
Uses new or technical words learned in conversations 

or through reading. Compares words and 

their meanings.

Identifi es words whose meaning are similar. 

Determines the meaning of unknown words from 

context or root word.

Explains the difference between closely related words. 

Uses multiple strategies to determine and learn the 

meaning of unfamiliar words.

LLD 3
Phonological 

Awareness

LLD 3a Rhyme
Listens to and moves to rhyming songs. Repeats the last word in familiar rhymes 

when prompted.

Suggests a missing rhyming word within a 

poem or song.

Identifi es when two words rhyme.
Produces rhyming words when given a word. Rhymes with real and nonsensical words. Independently identifi es and repeats rhyming word 

pairs from a poem or song.

Creates an original rhyming song or poem.

LLD 3b Hears Large 

Units of Sound

Babbles and vocalizes using sound, 

volume and infl ection.

Repeats words or short sentences. Shows awareness of separate words in 

spoken language.

Blends large units of sound, such as compound 

words, syllables or onset-rime.

Segments large units of sound, such as compound 

words, syllables or onset-rime.

Deletes large units of sound.
Substitutes large units of sound.

Manipulates, blends, substitutes and deletes large 

units of sound.

LLD 3c Hears Small 

Units of Sound

Coos and makes sounds such as 

“oo” and “ah.”

Imitates or repeats sounds and tones. Engages in word and sound play through 

songs and games. 

Identifi es and produces words that have the same 

beginning sound.

Identifi es the end sound of a word and blends 

two-phoneme words.

Identifi es medial sound of a word and blends CVC 

(consonant-vowel-consonant) words.

Segments phonemes in words. 
Substitutes and deletes phonemes in words. 

LLD 4
Alphabetic 

Knowledge

LLD 4 Identifi es letters, makes 

letter-sound connections and 

decodes words

Explores books and toys with letters and 

related images.

Participates in letter songs and activities. Recognizes the fi rst letter and letter sound 

in their name.

Identifi es fi ve to ten upper- and lowercase letters 

and letter sounds.

Identifi es eleven to twenty upper- and lowercase 

letters and letter sounds.

Identifi es all upper- and lowercase letters and 

letter sounds.

Decodes words with long and short vowel sounds, 

digraphs and blends with increasing automaticity.
Applies phonics strategies and word analysis skills to 

decode words, such as irregular high-frequency and 

unfamiliar words with increasing automaticity.

LLD 5 Concepts of Print
LLD 5 Uses print concepts and 

explores books and other text
Opens and closes books, looks at them 

and points to pictures.

Recognizes if pictures are right-side up. 

Turns pages from the front to the back 

of the book.

Distinguishes between pictures and words. 

Identifi es the front and back cover.

Distinguishes between letters and words. Indicates 

where to start reading on a page.

Identifi es some punctuation and recognizes spaces 

between words.

Recognizes common types of text, such as poems, 

storybooks or fact books. Names author and 

illustrator. Identifi es punctuation.

Explains the difference between books that tell stories 

and those that give information.

Identifi es and uses text features to fi nd 

information in texts.

LLD 6
Reading 

Comprehension

LLD 6a Responds to text Interacts by reaching for or patting when 

a book is read.

Chooses and holds a book and looks 

intently at each page.

Talks about pictures and ideas in 

familiar stories.

Anticipates what comes next in familiar stories. 

Expresses likes or dislikes within the story.

Relates to the characters or events of the story 

and shares a similar experience or object from 

their own life.

With support, compares similarities between two texts. Makes many text-to-text, text-to-self and 

text-to-real-world connections. Compares 

similarities and differences between texts.

Evaluates texts based on content, personal 

experiences and knowledge of the world. Compares 

the main points of two texts.

LLD 6b Retells, asks and 

answers questions about a 

text or story

Looks at and listens to books read aloud 

by an adult.

With prompting, answers “where” 

questions by pointing to pictures and 

repeating words from familiar stories. 

Identifi es the characters and setting 

in a story.

Retells portions of a story using pictures, 

gestures or props.

With prompting, answers simple questions about 

the characters, setting and events in a story and 

retells a story.

Asks and answers questions about the characters, 

setting and events in a story and retells the events of a 

story in sequence.

Makes inferences about character goals or causal 

connections in a story, and retells stories in sequence 

using more details.

Summarizes texts and their messages. Describes the 

points of view of various characters.

LLD 7 Writing

LLD 7a Emergent Writing With adult support, makes a mark with a 

writing tool or other material.

Makes random marks or draws with 

writing tools.

Marks or scribbles. Begins to make 

letter-like forms.

Writes letter-like forms or mock letters and letter 

strings from left to right.

Writes fi rst name and some letters. Begins to use 

inventive spelling. Letters may be out of order 

or backward.

Writes fi rst and last name and upper- and lowercase 

letters appropriately. Writes short phrases with 

more accuracy.

Writes simple sentences. Begins to use 

conventional spelling.

Writes simple and compound sentences. Uses 

punctuation. Checks and corrects spelling.

LLD 7b Uses writing to 

represent meaning

Explores various tools used to write. Makes handprints or fi ngerprints 

with adults.

Scribbles or draws marks as a 

representation of an object or person.
Uses a combination of drawing, dictating and 

writing to explain who or what something represents.
Uses a combination of drawing, dictating and writing 

to record an event or idea.

Draws and writes to express ideas or share 

an opinion.

Writes to give information about a topic, including 

some facts. Provides a concluding statement.

Writes ideas or groups information in logical order. 

Uses descriptive words in writing.
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M 1 Number Sense

M 1a Verbally counts numbers Listens to counting songs and chants. Says or sings random numbers, may be 

out of order.

Verbally counts to fi ve.
Verbally counts to ten.

Verbally counts to twenty.
Verbally counts to 100 by ones and tens. Counts 

forward from a given number.

Verbally counts in sequence to 120 from a 

given number.

Verbally counts by fi ves, tens and hundreds to 1000. 

M 1b Identifi es and 

writes numerals

Sees numbers in everyday context. Begins to identify numbers. Identifi es the 

numeral 1.

Identifi es numerals up to fi ve. Identifi es numerals up to ten and understands the 

numeral refl ects the quantity of objects. Writes 

numerals up to fi ve.

Identifi es numerals up to twenty and understands 

the numeral refl ects the quantity of objects. Writes 

numerals up to ten.

Identifi es numerals up to fi fty. Writes numerals up 

to twenty.

Identifi es numerals to 100 and understands place 

value for two- to three-digit numbers.

Identifi es and writes numerals to 1000. Understands 

place value for three- to four-digit numbers.

M 1c  Counting one-to-one, 

and composing and 

decomposing numbers

Points to objects.
Uses one-to-one correspondence to 

match objects or pictures.

Points to one object at a time while 

counting up to fi ve.

Counts up to ten objects and indicates that the 

last number counted tells how many objects 

were counted. 

Count up to twenty objects and indicates that the last 

number counted tells how many objects were counted. 
Understands that a whole number is greater than its 

parts and can identify the number combinations that 

add up to fi ve with prompting.

Identifi es the number combinations that add up to fi ve. Decomposes numbers less than or equal to ten in more 

than one way.

M 1d  Number Quantities and 

Comparison

Looks for an object that is taken 

out of sight.

Recognizes amounts up to two 

without counting.

Recognizes amounts up to three 

without counting.

Recognizes amounts up to fi ve without counting. 

Creates and counts groups of up to fi ve objects 

and identifi es which group has more, less or if they 

are equal.

Creates and counts groups of up to fi ve objects and 

recognizes which group has more, even if the objects 

in the larger group are smaller.

Creates and counts groups of up to ten objects 

and identifi es which group has more, less or if they 

are equal.

Uses the concept of a number line to compare which 

numbers are closer to each other.

Uses place value to compare numbers.

M 1e Addition and Subtraction Watches an adult add or take away toys. Adds to and removes objects from a 

group as prompted.

Adds and subtracts by adding or 

removing objects and demonstrating 

understanding of the total up to three.

Adds and subtracts by adding to or removing 

objects and recounting to fi nd the total up to fi ve.
Adds and subtracts by adding to or removing objects 

and recounting to fi nd the total up to ten.

Adds and subtracts by counting on or counting up to 

for totals up to ten.

Uses addition and subtraction strategies to solve 

problems with totals up to twenty.

Solves for the unknown in one- and two-step addition 

or subtraction word problems. Explains problem-

solving strategies.

M 2
Spatial 
Awareness

M 2a Understands how objects 

move in space

Tries to put one object inside another. Purposely manipulates objects, such as 

turning or spinning them, to discover how 

things move or fi t into a space.

Recognizes objects that are upside-down

and turns them right-side up. Puts together 

three pieces to create a whole object.

Moves objects to assemble a whole, such as simple 

puzzles with prompting. 

Moves objects to assemble a whole, such as simple 

puzzles. May take several attempts to determine the 

correct orientation.

Identifi es and corrects the orientation of familiar 

objects and symbols. Assembles a puzzle without 

using a guide.

Creates complex pictures or objects by putting 

together or taking apart shapes.

Determines when shapes have been slid, turned or 

fl ipped and describes the translation.

M 2b Determines 

object location

Participates as caregiver raises arms or 

legs and says up/down.

Follows simple positional directions such 

as on/off, over/under and up/down.
Finds or places objects next to, between, 

in front of or behind self.

When prompted, places objects next to, between, in 

front of or behind objects not related to self.

Explains the location of an object in relation to 

another object.

Makes simple maps or models to represent the 

location of objects.

Gives and follows positional instructions to 

fi nd objects.

Uses representations, coordinates systems and maps 

to identify locations of objects or places.

M 3 Shapes

M 3 Identifi es shapes and their 

characteristics

Manipulates objects that are a variety 

of shapes.

Matches two identical shapes. Identifi es one to three 

two-dimensional shapes.

Identifi es four to six two-dimensional shapes. Identifi es sides and angles or “corners” of shapes 

and uses materials to construct a shape when given a 

target shape to view.

Compares shapes by describing the attributes, such as 

the number and length of the sides and the number of 

angles or “corners” and recognizes shapes regardless 

of orientation.

Describes objects in the environment as two- and 

three-dimensional shapes. Identifi es one to four three-

dimensional shapes.

Separates a shape into halves, thirds and fourths.

M 4 Measurement

M 4a Measures and Estimates Recognizes when to use whole hand or 

just two fi ngers to pick up an object.

Explores size and weight of objects in 

relation to self.

Determines which object is bigger when 

given two to three objects.

Identifi es that things can be measured and uses 

nonstandard measurement tools. Uses measurement 

vocabulary such as weight, length or volume.

Compares the length, weight and capacity of two 

objects to determine which is bigger or if they are the 

same and uses measurement vocabulary.

Makes logical estimates and uses measurement tools 

to check estimation.

Explains which measurement tool makes the best sense 

for the object being measured. Tells time in hours and 

half-hours.

Tells time. Estimates length in inches, feet, centimeters 

or meters. Measures an object using a variety of 

measurement standards.

M 4b Compares and Orders Picks up and puts down objects. Places objects in a row in any order. Compares and orders two to three 

objects. Identifi es the fi rst object.

Compares and orders up to fi ve objects. Describes 

order using words like fi rst, second and third.

Compares and orders up to ten objects. Describes 

order using words like fi rst to tenth.

Orders objects by one feature, then reorders using a 

different feature. Orders events in time.

Compares objects by using a measuring tool, 

then orders.

Compares and explains how much longer one object 

is than another using standard units of measurement.

M 5 Patterns
M 5 Copies, Creates, and 

Extends Patterns

Plays predictable activities with caregivers, 

such as pat-a-cake and peekaboo.

Notices things that repeat in the 

environment.

Fills in the missing piece of an AB pattern. Copies, creates and extends AB patterns. Fills in the missing piece of complex patterns, such as 

ABC or AABB.

Copies, creates and extends complex patterns, such 

as ABC or AABB.

Identifi es the smallest unit of a pattern, such as AAB as 

the smallest unit of the pattern AABAABAAB.

Develops and explains own formula for creating a 

variety of patterns.

M 6 Classifi cation
M 6 Sorts and graphs Notices when two objects are similar 

in some way.

Creates groups of objects by common 

characteristics but may be mixed or 

inconsistent.

Sorts objects by one feature. After sorting objects by one feature, sorts again by 

a different feature

Sorts objects by more than one feature and 

explains why.

Gathers, sorts and categorizes objects or data into 

two categories and counts how many are in each.
Gathers, represents and answers questions about 

objects or data in three categories.

Gathers, represents and answers questions about 

objects or data in four categories.

Sc
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e SCI 1

Investigation 

& Inquiry

SCI 1a Asks questions and 

makes predictions

Looks for a person or toy that has moved 

out of sight.

Asks simple questions about a familiar 

environment through words or gestures. 
Begins to understand how things are 

connected and asks more complex 

questions about a familiar environment.

When given a question, guesses a possible answer 

or outcome.

Asks questions about a familiar environment or 

scientifi c phenomenon and makes predictions about 

the outcome.

Predicts multiple outcomes to a question or situation 

and explains personal reasoning.

Uses prior knowledge and gathered information to 

make predictions about a scientifi c phenomenon. 

Makes hypotheses about scientifi c phenomena with 

teacher support.

Asks questions and makes hypotheses about scientifi c 

phenomena or hypothetical problems. Conducts an 

experiment multiple times.

SCI 1b Observes, describes 

and records

Uses senses to explore environment. Demonstrates curiosity about objects by 

touching and manipulating them. Begins 

to understand cause and effect.

Begins to observe, describe and record 

a simple scientifi c phenomenon with 

teacher support.

Observes and uses prior knowledge to describe 

and record a scientifi c phenomenon with teacher 

prompting.

Observes, describes and records a scientifi c 

phenomenon.

Gathers information or experiments to 

prove/disprove a prediction. 

Records fi ndings in charts or diagrams and explains 

one’s problem-solving strategy.

Records and discusses observations and evaluates 

information to explain a phenomenon or 

prove/disprove a hypothesis.

SCI 2
Natural & 

Earth Science

SCI 2a Understands living and 

nonliving things 

Explores immediate environment 

using senses.

Plays with natural materials and reacts 

to animals or plants in the immediate 

environment.

Identifi es familiar natural materials, 

animals or plants and groups them by 

common characteristics.

Demonstrates an understanding that all living 

things have needs. Identifi es if an object can grow, 

eat or move.

Describes the characteristics of living things, sorts 

objects by living and nonliving and explains why.
Describes how living things obtain what they need to 

survive. Groups living things by complex features.
Describes how a living thing’s features and 

surroundings help it survive.

Describes threats that living things must overcome to 

survive. Explains the relationships between a variety 

of species.

SCI 2b Demonstrates 

knowledge of Earth’s 

environment

Reacts to weather changes in immediate 

environment.

Points to and notices natural elements, 

such as clouds, rain and wind.

Recognizes day and night. Notices 

changes in temperature and weather.
Identifi es the climate and weather in the immediate 

environment and describes ways to care for the 

natural world.

Identifi es current season and explains how weather 

affects personal life.

Explains that different places have disparate kinds of 

weather and climates.

Explains weather patterns and the basic properties 

and role of the sun, moon and earth.

Describes how the sun and movements of the earth 

affect climate.

SCI 3 Physical Science 

SCI 3a Explores forces 

and motion

Kicks feet or shakes arms to make other 

objects move.

Uses body to push or pull toys. Explores motion by moving, rolling, 

blowing on or dropping a toy.

Explains how vehicles, animals or people move. Experiments with and explores invisible forces, such as 

ramps and magnets. 

Experiments and compares the movements of various 

objects and materials on a variety of surfaces.

Recognizes that gravity makes unsupported objects 

fall. Identifi es objects that are attracted to magnets.
Explains how force is used to change the direction of 

moving objects.

SCI 3b Explores the physical 

properties of materials

Uses senses to explore objects in an 

immediate environment.

Reacts to changes in texture, temperature, 

smell, sound or sight.

Begins to name colors.
Describes basic physical properties of objects, such 

as textures and colors.

Manipulates matter and observes any physical 

changes that may occur.

Classifi es and sorts materials by a variety of physical 

properties.

Identifi es materials that are solid, liquid and gas. Describe how materials change between different 

states of matter.

SCI 4 Technology
SCI 4 Uses tools and 

technology to perform tasks
Explores simple toys.

Begins to use simple toys purposefully. Explores movable parts on toys. Explores simple tools or interacts with simple types 

of technology.

Experiments with tools or technology to solve 

problems or accomplish tasks.

Uses familiar tools or technology to produce a desired 

result or solve a specifi c problem.

Experiments with familiar and unfamiliar tools or 

technology to achieve a variety of results.

Identifi es which tools can best help save time, solve a 

problem or increase enjoyment.
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SS 1
Culture & 

Community

SS 1a Identifi es community and 

family roles

Responds to and recognizes primary 

caregivers.

Recognizes the difference between a 

familiar and unfamiliar person.

Identifi es familiar people and pets. Describes family members and their relationship 

to self. Identifi es and role-plays familiar 

community helpers.

Identifi es roles of self and others and describes the job 

each may do.

Compares roles, rules and responsibilities between 

different groups.

Describes how roles and responsibilities or families 

and groups change over time.

Identifi es features of different communities and how 

these features impact roles and responsibilities.

SS 1b Explores and respects 

cultures and traditions

Listens to stories or music related to 

cultures and traditions.

Participates in activities related to cultures 

or traditions.

Recognizes familiar symbols or artifacts of 

traditions or customs.

Describes the routines, familiar stories, traditions, 

foods or celebrations of own family or community.
Explains the meaning and importance of their own 

traditions or customs. Begins to learn, ask questions 

and respect other cultures.

Explains the meaning and importance of traditions or 

customs of other people.

Compares diverse cultures or traditions.
Names infl uential people or events that have 

impacted familiar cultures and traditions.

SS 1c Respects diversity Sees diverse features of people in books, 

toys or media.

Explores people and their features, either 

in person or in pictures.

Identifi es similarities and differences 

between self and others.

Respectfully participates in activities with others 

different than self.

 Shows interest in learning about and interacting with 

peers who look, learn, believe or move differently.
Explains and celebrates how individuals, families or 

cultures differ.

Demonstrates an understanding that some people 

have different needs or beliefs than self and seeks to 

support them accordingly.

Demonstrates respect for people who look different 

and have differing abilities or traditions.

SS 2
Civics & 
Economics

SS 2a Follows rules, limits and 

expectations

Attends to others in immediate 

environment.

Participates in communal activities. Recognizes and attends to adults to hear 

rules, routines and expectations.

Follows familiar rules and routines and helps make 

group decisions. Expresses feelings about fairness.
Applies familiar rules and suggests new rules in a 

variety of situations.

Discusses the purposes of rules, laws and civic leaders. 

Participates in voting to make decisions.

Identifi es individual rights. Determines if rules support 

the common good.

Describes different levels of government, such as local, 

state and national. Makes democratic decisions.

SS 2b Understands concepts of 

money and economics

Reaches for desired objects.
Expresses a desire for an object or action. 

Expresses ownership such as by saying 

me or mine.

Expresses choice and recognizes interests 

and desires may be different from others. 

Explores the concepts of trade.

Asks before taking an object that doesn’t belong to 

them and offers an object to others to get what they 

want. Explores the concept of money.

Explores the use of trade of both goods and money to 

receive/buy objects or services.

Exchanges money, goods or services for other goods 

or services. Identifi es value of differing coins.

Describes how and why we save, earn and 

spend money.

Explains how and why people work together in trade 

to get what they need and want. Explains why some 

items are more expensive or valuable.

SS 3 Geography

SS 3a Identifi es types of places Responds to changes in the immediate 

environment.

Recognizes familiar places.
Identifi es a variety of familiar places in 

own community.

Identifi es different types of water bodies, streets, 

buildings or landmarks in own community.

Explains the purpose for different types of structures, 

such as bridges and buildings. Asks questions about 

landmarks. 

Compares the geographic features of one’s 

community to another community. 

Identifi es and describes various types of landforms 

and natural resources.

Explains how the physical features and characteristics 

of an environment affect how people live.

SS 3b Interacts with maps Navigates within a familiar environment. Finds ways to move around obstacles in a 

familiar environment.

Follows a path.
Recognizes symbols or landmarks.

Identifi es what is represented on a map and draws 

pictures of current location.

Recreates a map of something they cannot 

immediately see.

Locates familiar places on maps. Uses cardinal 

directions to follow and give directions.

Uses a variety of maps to gather information.

SS 4
History & 

Sense of Time

SS 4 Develops sense of time Focuses on interactions with others for a 

short time.

Indicates the beginning or ending 

of an event

Describes events as they happen. Uses 

words such as “fi rst” and “then.”

Recalls information and events from the past. 

Recognizes sequence of events to establish a sense 

of order and time.

Uses language of time to describe familiar sequences 

of events.

Retells historical, fi ctional or past events or stories. Compares and contrasts current and historical 

conditions of familiar environments.

Describes relationships between past events and 

current conditions. Explains why it is important to 

understand historical events.
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CA 1a Expresses through music Makes sounds to communicate feelings. Repeats words in familiar songs and 

attempts to sing.

Expresses likes and dislikes of familiar 

songs. Explores shaking, pounding or 

tapping various instruments.

Uses voice, common objects or instruments to create 

music. Identifi es self as a musician.

Uses voice or instruments to express feelings or to 

mimic sound effects.

Communicates ideas by creating rhythm or melody. Interprets and compares many types of music. Experiments and performs self-written music or 

rhythmic patterns.

CA 1b Develops rhythm Responds to rhythm.
Responds to changes in rhythm. Claps to beat. May not always be 

consistent.

Claps along to simple rhythm patterns. Repeats simple rhythm patterns.
Creates simple rhythm patterns.

Maintains a steady beat. Recognizes strong/weak 

beats. Begins to read rhythm notation.

Maintains rhythm in various meter groupings.

CA 1c Develops tone Responds to sounds.
Responds to changes in sound, volume 

or melody.

Understands the difference between 

singing and speaking voices.

Controls voice to mimic the melodic direction. Hears the change of musical phrases in a song. Sings 

along to familiar songs.

Controls pitch when singing a familiar song. Matches vocal pitch in a limited range.
Participates in call-and-response and two-part rounds.

CA 2
Dance & 

Movement

Uses body language to express feelings. Uses purposeful gestures and body 

language to communicate.

Moves in own way to music and rhythm. Demonstrates different levels of energy in dance, 

such as gentle versus explosive or small versus large 

movements.

Demonstrates the difference between spontaneous 

and planned movement. Creates movements based 

on own ideas.

Expresses ideas, feelings and stories through 

creative movement.

Coordinates movements of self and others to create a 

cohesive dance or idea.

Describes how dances and movements express certain 

ideas or feelings.

Follows the movements of others. Explores 

personal space and direction.

Demonstrates multiple ways to move body parts. 

Moves to the beat.

Follows a leader to perform a simple 

movement pattern.

Recalls a simple movement pattern and performs it 

individually or in a group.

Recalls and dances a sequence of two or three 

movement patterns. Identifi es the beginning, middle 

and end of a dance.

Creates simple movement sequences.

CA 3 Visual Arts

Explores a variety of artistic tools 

and media.

Makes choices throughout the artistic process. Plans, designs and seeks materials to make a creation. Creates art to represent an idea or object. Explains 

how it was made.

Creates art to express ideas, thoughts and feelings. Creates art and explains why and how they chose 

specifi c materials and techniques.

Uses materials to create shapes 

or symbols.

Chooses an object or art tool to use with a given 

medium for a desired effect.

Uses artistic tools and media to create intentional 

designs or images.

Demonstrates a variety of techniques using a given 

tool or medium.

Uses various tools and techniques to achieve desired 

artistic results.

Compares artistic techniques and creations of 

many artists.

CA 4 Drama

Uses words, actions and props to pretend. Plays a role in group dramatic play.
Assigns roles and plays out unscripted scenes in 

dramatic play.

With cues, performs a simple pre-planned drama. Describes how a character may feel in a given 

situation, then integrates that emotion into 

performance.

Rehearses, memorizes and performs a short play.

Uses realistic toys as replacements for 

real objects. Distinguishes between real 

and pretend.

Uses an object as a replacement for a realistic prop 

or real object.

Uses a combination of real and imaginary props or 

characters to play out a scene.

Uses a combination of real and imaginary props or 

characters to play out multiple scenes or events.

With adult support, plans a story and creates 

costumes, settings or props to create a mood or 

environment.

Plans a story and creates costumes, settings or props 

to create a mood or environment.
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Infant

Individual children develop at a unique pace.

Toddler

Preschool

Primary
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Describes thoughts and characteristics of self and 

expresses confi dence in own abilities.

When given two to three options, chooses their most Describes and compares preferences of self 

and others.

Expresses and advocates for one’s needs or personal 

preferences.

Understands others might have different needs and 

preferences than self.
both participate according to unique preferences and 

to attain differing wants.

Expresses interest in planning or trying new or Takes risks and pushes self to accomplish new tasks 

independently.

Revisits a familiar task or activity with a 

different approach.

Revisits and plans a familiar task and describes ways 

to improve results.

Predicts how self and others might be able to perform 

in a task and describes and plans what is needed 

to improve.

Identifi es and describes personal feelings. Recognizes that feelings can change.
Identifi es complex feelings and recognizes that they 

can have more than one feeling at the same time.
Identifi es past, current and future feelings and explains 

when they might experience different feelings.

Anticipates an emotional response that may result from 

a given situation.

Uses a variety of strategies to regulate emotions 

or behavior. May still need adult prompting 

Independently chooses and uses a variety of strategies 

to regulate emotions or behavior.

Describes and demonstrates appropriate responses to 

different emotions and behaviors.

Describes strategies to calm oneself in new or stressful 

situations.

Applies strategies for managing own emotions and 

behaviors.

Anticipates what comes next within a daily routine. 

Recognizes when the typical routine is not followed 
Follows daily routines. With support, negotiates ways 

to handle new routines or transitions.

Transitions from one activity to the next and helps 

others through the transition.

Describes strategies to adjust and calm oneself in new 

or stressful situations.

Adapts to new situations or routines quickly and with 

minimal stress.

Engages in positive back-and-forth interactions with Initiates interactions and uses prosocial behavior skills 

in back-and-forth exchanges with adults.

Identifi es trusted adults in the community and 

describes when to seek help.

Describes characteristics of trusted adults and seeks 

help when needed.

Describes how trusted adults can provide support in 

various settings and how to build positive relationships.

Engages in interactions with peers and has preferred 

friends that they play with consistently.

Demonstrates connection with others and identifi es 

similar interests as friends.

Describes personal friendships and meaningful 

relationships.

Describes characteristics of positive friendships and 

how to build positive relationships.

Describes different types of relationships. Takes care of 

self, others and considers the needs of others.

With support from an adult, initiates play with peers 

and uses prosocial behavior skills such as sharing, 
Initiates play with peers and uses prosocial behavior 

skills such as sharing, waiting and taking turns. May 

still need adult prompting on occasion.

Identifi es roles of self and others during group tasks or 

activities. Offers to help others.

Fulfi lls personal roles and responsibilities when 

working in a group.

Begins to use active listening and inclusion of other’s 

ideas to support collaboration in a group setting.

Explains how and why someone may be feeling a Identifi es complex feelings of others and responds 

accordingly.

Explains how self and others may feel similar or 

different in a variety of situations and explains why.
Seeks to understand and support others’ feelings. Demonstrates respect for others who have differing 

feelings and needs. Shows empathy to others.

Suggests and explores possible solutions to a 

problem with support from an adult.

Uses previous knowledge to determine which solution 

to try fi rst when solving a problem.

Eliminates possible solutions to a problem by thinking 

through their potential results and consequences.

Explains the sequence of their problem 

solving strategy.

Solves problems by connecting personal experiences 

to possible solutions.

With adult support, lists choices or solutions before Makes independent choices based on rules 

and fairness.

Considers others’ feelings when making decisions. Evaluates possible solutions and their consequences 

before acting.

Demonstrates responsible decision-making by 

applying past experiences to new situations.

Focuses on an engaging activity for a short period Sustains focus for at least fi ve minutes, even if there 

are distractions.

Sustains focus for at least ten minutes, even if there are 

distractions.

Sustains focus for at least thirty minutes, even if there 

are distractions.

Sustains focus for forty-fi ve minutes, even if there are 

distractions.

Practices or repeats an activity until successful. 

Expresses delight over a successful project.

Begins to persist on a challenging activity with 

teacher support. 

Persists on a challenging activity independently. With adult support, plans steps to pursue a 

challenging activity or idea and implements it with 

persistence.

Plans steps to pursue an idea and implements it with 

persistence independently.

With adult support, demonstrates ability to shift 

ideas, plans or imagination while participating in 

complex tasks or role-play scenarios.

Demonstrates ability to shift ideas, plans or 

imagination while participating in simple tasks 

or role-play scenarios independently.

Demonstrates ability to shift ideas, plans or 

imagination while completing complex tasks or 

games independently.

Imagines new ways to approach a task or discover 

information when obstacles are present. 

Demonstrates ability to fl uently shift approaches within 

complex tasks independently. 

Joins a group and participates in group play. May 

have different purposes of play.

Engages in cooperative play by sharing, taking turns 

and offering to help others. Identifi es roles of self and 

others during tasks and play.

Engages in social play and creates goals and 

scenarios that involve creative problem-solving.

With adult support, plays games or activities with 

complex rules.

Plays games or activities with others that have complex 

rules. May create own rules to games.

Balances and hops on one foot. Throws both 

overhand and underhand. Catches or kicks 

Hops from one foot to the other. Begins to skip. 

Coordinates multiple movements in simple sequences.
Changes direction and speed of movement. Balances on a variety of objects. Kicks or strikes 

moving objects with aim and accuracy. Leaps. Stops 

at a boundary.

Uses conditioning methods to strengthen muscles and 

increase endurance. Coordinates multiple complex 

movements in continuous play.

Uses hands and fi ngers to manipulate objects, such 

as stringing large beads or snipping with scissors.
Manipulates objects through tasks like buttoning, 

zipping, buckling, lacing and following a straight line 

when cutting and copying drawings.

Manipulates objects through tasks like following an 

outline with scissors, tying shoes and dressing self.
Threads small beads. Stacks small objects. Uses 

scissors to cut more challenging materials, such as 

fabric or cardstock.

Manipulates objects of all sizes with speed 

and accuracy.

Follows safety rules and helps others follow rules. 

Identifi es dangerous situations and seeks help.

Describes reasons for safety rules and reminds others 

to follow them.

Applies general safety rules to a variety of everyday 

situations with little prompting.

Identifi es emergency situations and how to behave 

accordingly. Describes how to get help.

Takes appropriate initiative in dangerous and 

emergency situations.

Recognizes personal needs and how to get them 

met and implements with adult support.

Meets most personal and hygiene needs when 

prompted by an adult.

Maintains personal needs and proper hygiene with 

occasional reminders.

Independently maintains personal and hygiene needs. Explains how to manage health and role of exercise 

and rest in self and others.

Describes the function of basic body parts. Can Explains how germs spread and describes simple 

strategies for preventing the spread.

When feeling sick, describes symptoms. Describes 

some contagious diseases.

Identifi es basic organs.
Describes the functions of basic organs.

Identifi es food and serves a portion into a bowl or Identifi es food groups, sorts food and identifi es food 

that is nutritious

Describes how nutritious food helps the body grow 

and develop and helps to prepare food.

Describes what happens after the 

consumption of food.

Prepares simple food for self.

Listens, then responds appropriately.
Listens and understands inferred requests.

Shows understanding of a series of complex 

statements that explain how or why. 

Shows understanding about key details from 

information or stories shared verbally.

Listens to gather new information and demonstrates 

understanding. 

Follows unrelated two-step directions given verbally. With prompting, follows multi-step directions 

given verbally.

Follows multi-step directions given verbally. Remembers and follows previous rules or directions 

given verbally.

Responds to verbal statements that have implied 

directions or requests.

Uses descriptions and observations to communicate 

information and answer questions, or asks more 
Talks about activities or tells stories. Answers “who,” 

“what,” “when,” “why” and “how” questions.

Explains personal thoughts about familiar people, 

places and events.

Discusses ideas and feelings about a wide range of 

age-appropriate topics.

Uses expression, tone and pacing to reinforce the 

meaning of what they are communicating.

Stays on topic for two to three exchanges. Engages in conversations through multiple exchanges. Initiates conversation with adults and peers. Demonstrate understanding of conversation norms, 

such as listening, taking turns talking, distance 

between talkers and body orientation.

Asks for clarifi cation about information or topics that 

occur during a conversation.

Communicates in sentences. May not always follow Communicates in simple, complete sentences. Uses question words in speech. Speaks audibly. 

Makes nouns plural by adding /s/. Uses common 

prepositions.

Uses many types of sentences, including simple and 

compound. Uses verb tense to express past, present 

and future.

Uses common irregular plural nouns and 

conjugated verbs.

Describes familiar people, places and objects. 

Seeks additional words for new ways to describe.
Includes new and technical words in everyday 

conversations. Asks what unfamiliar words mean.
Uses new or technical words learned in conversations 

or through reading. Compares words and 

their meanings.

Identifi es words whose meaning are similar. 

Determines the meaning of unknown words from 

context or root word.

Explains the difference between closely related words. 

Uses multiple strategies to determine and learn the 

meaning of unfamiliar words.

Identifi es when two words rhyme.
Produces rhyming words when given a word. Rhymes with real and nonsensical words. Independently identifi es and repeats rhyming word 

pairs from a poem or song.

Creates an original rhyming song or poem.

Blends large units of sound, such as compound 

words, syllables or onset-rime.

Segments large units of sound, such as compound 

words, syllables or onset-rime.

Deletes large units of sound.
Substitutes large units of sound.

Manipulates, blends, substitutes and deletes large 

units of sound.

Identifi es and produces words that have the same 

beginning sound.

Identifi es the end sound of a word and blends 

two-phoneme words.

Identifi es medial sound of a word and blends CVC 

(consonant-vowel-consonant) words.

Segments phonemes in words. 
Substitutes and deletes phonemes in words. 

Identifi es fi ve to ten upper- and lowercase letters 

and letter sounds.

Identifi es eleven to twenty upper- and lowercase 

letters and letter sounds.

Identifi es all upper- and lowercase letters and 

letter sounds.

Decodes words with long and short vowel sounds, 

digraphs and blends with increasing automaticity.
Applies phonics strategies and word analysis skills to 

decode words, such as irregular high-frequency and 

unfamiliar words with increasing automaticity.

Distinguishes between letters and words. Indicates 

where to start reading on a page.

Identifi es some punctuation and recognizes spaces 

between words.

Recognizes common types of text, such as poems, 

storybooks or fact books. Names author and 

illustrator. Identifi es punctuation.

Explains the difference between books that tell stories 

and those that give information.

Identifi es and uses text features to fi nd 

information in texts.

Anticipates what comes next in familiar stories. 

Expresses likes or dislikes within the story.

Relates to the characters or events of the story 

and shares a similar experience or object from 

their own life.

With support, compares similarities between two texts. Makes many text-to-text, text-to-self and 

text-to-real-world connections. Compares 

similarities and differences between texts.

Evaluates texts based on content, personal 

experiences and knowledge of the world. Compares 

the main points of two texts.

Retells portions of a story using pictures, 

gestures or props.

With prompting, answers simple questions about 

the characters, setting and events in a story and 

retells a story.

Asks and answers questions about the characters, 

setting and events in a story and retells the events of a 

story in sequence.

Makes inferences about character goals or causal 

connections in a story, and retells stories in sequence 

using more details.

Summarizes texts and their messages. Describes the 

points of view of various characters.

Writes letter-like forms or mock letters and letter 

strings from left to right.

Writes fi rst name and some letters. Begins to use 

inventive spelling. Letters may be out of order 

or backward.

Writes fi rst and last name and upper- and lowercase 

letters appropriately. Writes short phrases with 

more accuracy.

Writes simple sentences. Begins to use 

conventional spelling.

Writes simple and compound sentences. Uses 

punctuation. Checks and corrects spelling.

Uses a combination of drawing, dictating and 

writing to explain who or what something represents.
Uses a combination of drawing, dictating and writing 

to record an event or idea.

Draws and writes to express ideas or share 

an opinion.

Writes to give information about a topic, including 

some facts. Provides a concluding statement.

Writes ideas or groups information in logical order. 

Uses descriptive words in writing.

Verbally counts to ten.
Verbally counts to twenty.

Verbally counts to 100 by ones and tens. Counts 

forward from a given number.

Verbally counts in sequence to 120 from a 

given number.

Verbally counts by fi ves, tens and hundreds to 1000. 

Identifi es numerals up to ten and understands the 

numeral refl ects the quantity of objects. Writes 

numerals up to fi ve.

Identifi es numerals up to twenty and understands 

the numeral refl ects the quantity of objects. Writes 

numerals up to ten.

Identifi es numerals up to fi fty. Writes numerals up 

to twenty.

Identifi es numerals to 100 and understands place 

value for two- to three-digit numbers.

Identifi es and writes numerals to 1000. Understands 

place value for three- to four-digit numbers.

Counts up to ten objects and indicates that the 

last number counted tells how many objects 

were counted. 

Count up to twenty objects and indicates that the last 

number counted tells how many objects were counted. 
Understands that a whole number is greater than its 

parts and can identify the number combinations that 

add up to fi ve with prompting.

Identifi es the number combinations that add up to fi ve. Decomposes numbers less than or equal to ten in more 

than one way.

Recognizes amounts up to fi ve without counting. 

Creates and counts groups of up to fi ve objects 

and identifi es which group has more, less or if they 

are equal.

Creates and counts groups of up to fi ve objects and 

recognizes which group has more, even if the objects 

in the larger group are smaller.

Creates and counts groups of up to ten objects 

and identifi es which group has more, less or if they 

are equal.

Uses the concept of a number line to compare which 

numbers are closer to each other.

Uses place value to compare numbers.

Adds and subtracts by adding to or removing 

objects and recounting to fi nd the total up to fi ve.
Adds and subtracts by adding to or removing objects 

and recounting to fi nd the total up to ten.

Adds and subtracts by counting on or counting up to 

for totals up to ten.

Uses addition and subtraction strategies to solve 

problems with totals up to twenty.

Solves for the unknown in one- and two-step addition 

or subtraction word problems. Explains problem-

solving strategies.

Moves objects to assemble a whole, such as simple 

puzzles with prompting. 

Moves objects to assemble a whole, such as simple 

puzzles. May take several attempts to determine the 

correct orientation.

Identifi es and corrects the orientation of familiar 

objects and symbols. Assembles a puzzle without 

using a guide.

Creates complex pictures or objects by putting 

together or taking apart shapes.

Determines when shapes have been slid, turned or 

fl ipped and describes the translation.

When prompted, places objects next to, between, in 

front of or behind objects not related to self.

Explains the location of an object in relation to 

another object.

Makes simple maps or models to represent the 

location of objects.

Gives and follows positional instructions to 

fi nd objects.

Uses representations, coordinates systems and maps 

to identify locations of objects or places.

Identifi es sides and angles or “corners” of shapes 

and uses materials to construct a shape when given a 
Compares shapes by describing the attributes, such as 

the number and length of the sides and the number of 

angles or “corners” and recognizes shapes regardless 

Describes objects in the environment as two- and 

three-dimensional shapes. Identifi es one to four three-

dimensional shapes.

Separates a shape into halves, thirds and fourths.

Explains which measurement tool makes the best sense Tells time. Estimates length in inches, feet, centimeters 

or meters. Measures an object using a variety of 
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SCI 4 Technology technology to perform tasks

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es

SS 1
Culture & 

Community

SS 1a Identifi es community and 

family roles

Responds to and recognizes primary 

caregivers.

Recognizes the difference between a 

familiar and unfamiliar person.

SS 1b Explores and respects 

cultures and traditions

Listens to stories or music related to 

cultures and traditions.

Participates in activities related to cultures 

or traditions.

Recognizes familiar symbols or artifacts of 

traditions or customs.

SS 1c Respects diversity Sees diverse features of people in books, 

toys or media.

Explores people and their features, either 

in person or in pictures.

Identifi es similarities and differences 

between self and others.

SS 2
Civics & 
Economics

SS 2a Follows rules, limits and 

expectations

Attends to others in immediate 

environment.

Participates in communal activities. Recognizes and attends to adults to hear 

rules, routines and expectations.

SS 2b Understands concepts of 

money and economics

Reaches for desired objects.

Expresses choice and recognizes interests 

and desires may be different from others. 

Explores the concepts of trade.

Identifi es a variety of familiar places in 

own community.

Follows a path.

Describes events as they happen. Uses 

words such as “fi rst” and “then.”

Expresses likes and dislikes of familiar 

songs. Explores shaking, pounding or 

SED 1 Self-Awareness

SED 1a Knows self and expresses confi dence

SED 1b Expresses needs and preferences

SED 1c Completes tasks independently

SED 1d Identifi es emotions

SED 2 Self-Regulation
SED 2a Manages feelings and behavior

SED 2b Follows routines and transitions

SED 3 Social Relationships

SED 3a Develops relationships with adults

SED 3b Develops relationships with peers

SED 3c Participates cooperatively in groups

SED 3d Identifi es and respects emotions of others

SED 4 Problem-Solving
SED 4a Solves problems

SED 4b Responsible Decision-Making

ATL 1 Attention & Persistence
ATL 1a Attends

ATL 1b Persists

1 2

ATL 2 Flexibility & Play
ATL 2a Shows fl exibility

1 2

ATL 2b Engages in play

1 2

PD 1 Gross Motor
PD 1 Builds strength, coordination and balance of large muscles

1 2

PD 2 Fine Motor
PD 2 Builds strength and coordination of small movements

1

PD 3 Safety
PD 3 Demonstrates safe practices

1

PD 4 Personal Care

PD 4a Implements self-care routines including rest, toileting, handwashing, 

exercise and dressing

1

PD 4b Understands bodily functions 

1

PD 5 Nutrition
PD5 Follows healthy nutrition routines

1

LLD 1 Listening

LLD 1a Understands and interprets language

LLD 1b Follows directions

LLD 2 Communication

LLD 2a Uses language to express information and ask/answer questions

LLD 2b Uses conversational skills

LLD 2c Uses sentence structure

LLD 2d Uses and expands vocabulary

LLD 3 Phonological Awareness
LLD 3a Rhyme

LLD 3b Hears Large Units of Sound

LLD 3c Hears Small Units of Sound

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge LLD 4 Identifi es letters, makes letter-sound connections and decodes words

LLD 5 Concepts of Print
LLD 5 Uses print concepts and explores books and other text

LLD 6 Reading Comprehension
LLD 6a Responds to text

LLD 6b Retells, asks and answers questions about a text or story

LLD 7 Writing

LLD 7a Emergent Writing

LLD 7b Uses writing to represent meaning

Evaluator’s name _______________________________________________Program __________________________________________________

Child’s name _________________________________________________Child’s DOB ___________________ Today’s Date ___________________

This Individual Observation Form uses current data to provide a complete picture 

of a child’s development. As each child develops at their own pace, this information 

helps to individualize learning experiences to support their continued growth.

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL GOAL

GOAL

GOAL

GOAL

BENCHMARK

BENCHMARK

APPROACHES TO LEARNING

LANGUAGE & LITERACY
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

a different feature

Begins to understand how things are 

connected and asks more complex 

questions about a familiar environment.

When given a question, guesses a possible answer 

or outcome.

Asks questions about a familiar environment or 

scientifi c phenomenon and makes predictions about 

the outcome.

Predicts multiple outcomes to a question or situation 

and explains personal reasoning. Makes hypotheses about scientifi c phenomena with 

teacher support.

Begins to observe, describe and record 

a simple scientifi c phenomenon with 
Observes and uses prior knowledge to describe 

and record a scientifi c phenomenon with teacher 

prompting.

Observes, describes and records a scientifi c 

phenomenon.

Gathers information or experiments to 

prove/disprove a prediction. 

Records fi ndings in charts or diagrams and explains 

one’s problem-solving strategy.

Records and discusses observations and evaluates 

information to explain a phenomenon or 

prove/disprove a hypothesis.

Identifi es familiar natural materials, 

animals or plants and groups them by 
Demonstrates an understanding that all living 

things have needs. Identifi es if an object can grow, 

eat or move.

Describes the characteristics of living things, sorts 

objects by living and nonliving and explains why.
Describes how living things obtain what they need to 

survive. Groups living things by complex features.
Describes how a living thing’s features and 

surroundings help it survive.

Describes threats that living things must overcome to 

survive. Explains the relationships between a variety 

of species.

Recognizes day and night. Notices 

changes in temperature and weather.
Identifi es the climate and weather in the immediate 

environment and describes ways to care for the 

natural world.

Identifi es current season and explains how weather Explains that different places have disparate kinds of 

weather and climates.

Explains weather patterns and the basic properties 

and role of the sun, moon and earth.

Describes how the sun and movements of the earth 

affect climate.

Explores motion by moving, rolling, 

blowing on or dropping a toy.

Explains how vehicles, animals or people move.

Experiments and compares the movements of various Recognizes that gravity makes unsupported objects 

fall. Identifi es objects that are attracted to magnets.
Explains how force is used to change the direction of 

moving objects.

Describes basic physical properties of objects, such 

as textures and colors.

Identifi es materials that are solid, liquid and gas. Describe how materials change between different 

states of matter.

Explores movable parts on toys. Explores simple tools or interacts with simple types 

of technology.

Identifi es which tools can best help save time, solve a 

Identifi es familiar people and pets. Describes family members and their relationship 

to self. Identifi es and role-plays familiar 

community helpers.

Describes the routines, familiar stories, traditions, community helpers.

Recognizes familiar symbols or artifacts of 

traditions or customs.

Describes the routines, familiar stories, traditions, 

foods or celebrations of own family or community.

Identifi es similarities and differences 

between self and others.

Respectfully participates in activities with others 

different than self.

Recognizes and attends to adults to hear 

rules, routines and expectations.

Follows familiar rules and routines and helps make 

group decisions. Expresses feelings about fairness.

Expresses choice and recognizes interests 

and desires may be different from others. 

Explores the concepts of trade.

Asks before taking an object that doesn’t belong to 

them and offers an object to others to get what they 

want. Explores the concept of money.

Identifi es a variety of familiar places in Identifi es different types of water bodies, streets, 

buildings or landmarks in own community.

Recognizes symbols or landmarks.

Describes events as they happen. Uses 

words such as “fi rst” and “then.”

Recalls information and events from the past. 

Recognizes sequence of events to establish a sense 

of order and time.

Expresses likes and dislikes of familiar 

songs. Explores shaking, pounding or 

tapping various instruments.

Uses voice, common objects or instruments to create 

music. Identifi es self as a musician.

Claps to beat. May not always be Claps along to simple rhythm patterns.

Understands the difference between 

singing and speaking voices.

Controls voice to mimic the melodic direction.

Moves in own way to music and rhythm. Demonstrates different levels of energy in dance, 

such as gentle versus explosive or small versus large 

movements.

Follows the movements of others. Explores 

personal space and direction.

Demonstrates multiple ways to move body parts. 

Moves to the beat.

Explores a variety of artistic tools Makes choices throughout the artistic process.

Uses materials to create shapes Chooses an object or art tool to use with a given 

medium for a desired effect.

Uses words, actions and props to pretend. Plays a role in group dramatic play.

Uses an object as a replacement for a realistic prop 
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CREATIVE ARTS

CHILD’S NAME
SUBSKILL BENCHMARK DATE NOTESCA 4a 1 2 3 4 5 6      /      /
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CA 4a 1 2 3 4 5 6      /      /
CA 4a 1 2 3 4 5 6      /      /
CA 4a 1 2 3 4 5 6      /      /

CA 4a Participates in dramatic and symbolic play

1 2

1 2

1 2

Builds strength, coordination and balance of large muscles
1 2

1

1

Implements self-care routines including rest, toileting, handwashing, 1

1

1

Uses language to express information and ask/answer questions

Identifi es letters, makes letter-sound connections and decodes words

Uses print concepts and explores books and other text

Retells, asks and answers questions about a text or story

BENCHMARK

BENCHMARK

Uses realistic toys as replacements for 

real objects. Distinguishes between real 
Uses an object as a replacement for a realistic prop 

or real object.

1 2 3 4 5 6      /      /
CA 4a 1 2 3 4 5 6      /      /
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Evaluator’s name _______________________________________________Program __________________________________________________Child’s name ______________________________________________________________________________ Today’s Date ___________________
Here are some things I can do: Here are some things I am working on:
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Inside each Teacher Guide are fi ve suggested  
STEAM Stations (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math). Explore these 
with your children using materials around your 
learning space. Gather the supplies listed in the 
overview booklet, then hang a “Big Question” 
discussion prompt and Inspiration Photos related 
to the activity. High-quality, pre-printed STEAM 
materials are also available for purchase.

Membership 
comes with Perks!

With your purchase of any Experience Preschool curriculum 
theme, you also receive exclusive member access to many online 
resources that extend your thematic study and new tools that will 
help you market, manage and grow your childcare business. 
You can also fi nd printable versions of many materials provided, 
in case you need more! Visit us online for additional materials 
through Member Resources.

SUGGESTED BOOK LIST Friends & Feelings

ExperienceCurriculum.com 

© 2024 Experience Early Learning Co.

LESSON 1  

SAYING HELLO

LESSON 2  

PLACES FRIENDS MEET

LESSON 3  
YOU ARE SPECIAL

LESSON 4  

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

LESSON 5  

PLAYING TOGETHER

LESSON 16  

BODY LANGUAGE 

LESSON 17  

PHONE

LESSON 18  
MAIL

LESSON 19 
TECHNOLOGY

LESSON 20  

GOOD LISTENING

LESSON 11  

INCLUDE EVERYONE

LESSON 12  
SHARE

LESSON 13  
CARE

LESSON 14 
SAY SORRY

LESSON 15  
WORK TOGETHER

LESSON 6  
HAPPY

LESSON 7  
SAD

LESSON 8  
MAD

LESSON 9  
SURPRISED

LESSON 10  
SCARED

Yo! Yes?
by Chris Raschka 

Beekle: The 

Unimaginary 

Friend
by Dan Santat 

Forest Friends: 

A Kind Friend 

A Rainbow of Friends

by P.K. Hallinan 

Frog and Toad 

Are Friends

by Arnold Lobel

My Many 

Colored Days

by Dr. Seuss 

The Pout-Pout Fish

by Deborah Diesen 

I Am
by Chris Lensch 

The Wednesday 

Surprise
by Eve Bunting 

Sylvester and 

the Magic Pebble

by William Steig

The Doorbell 

Rang
by Pat Hutchins 

Llama Llama 

Time to Share

by Anna Dewdney 

Bear Feels Sick

by Karma Wilson 

I’m Sorry
by Gina and 

Mercer Mayer 

Duck & Goose

by Tad Hills

Say Hello!

by Linda Davick 

Grandma’s 

in the Phone

by Shelby Hoefl ing

Dear Polar Bear...

by Barry Ablett 

The Berenstain 

Bears’ Computer 

Trouble
by Jan 
& Mike Berenstain

Listen Buddy

by Helen Lester

LESSON 12  

by Deborah Diesen 

the Magic Pebble

The Doorbell 

by Pat Hutchins 
by Anna Dewdney 

Bear Feels Sick

by Karma Wilson 

by Linda Davick by Shelby Hoefl ing

Bears’ Computer 
by Helen Lester

Included!

Included!

Bonus Coloring Sheets are 
provided for each themed day. Use 
them in your learning space or send 
them home to extend the fun!

Recommended Book Lists are 
a comprehensive list of each day’s 
recommended book.

Spanish Teacher Guides to 
support bilingual instruction.

1-231-276-6302   |   www.ExperienceCurriculum.com

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Ladybug
Mariquita 

Ladybug

1-231-276-6302   |   www.ExperienceCurriculum.com© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Bee
Abeja

Coloring Sheets

Ladybug

1-231-276-6302   |   www.ExperienceCurriculum.com© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Bee
Abeja

1-231-276-6302   |   www.ExperienceCurriculum.com
© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Butterfl y
Mariposa 

© 2020 Experience Early Learning Co.

? Can you 

build a nest?

Engineering, Art and Math). Explore these 
with your children using materials around your 
learning space. Gather the supplies listed in the 
overview booklet, then hang a “Big Question” 
discussion prompt and Inspiration Photos related 
to the activity. High-quality, pre-printed STEAM 
materials are also available for purchase.

© 2020 Experience Early Learning Co.

© 2021 Experience Early Learning Co.

Use our Master Label Set to label items around your learning space that 
get regular use. If you don’t see what you need in the provided list, we’ve 
included a page of blanks for you to use at your discretion.

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Balls

Beanbags

Animal Figurines

Beads

Balls

BeanbagsBeanbags

Animal Figurines

Beanbags
© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Crayons CupsCrayons

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Plastic Bottles
Plastic Bottles

Pencils Pillows

Playdough

Inside each Teacher Guide are fi ve suggested  

Scope & Sequence

Content subject to change.       © 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

www.ExperienceCurriculum.com  

2025/2026
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

MAY

Family & Pets

Down on the Farm

Community Helpers

Winter in the Woods

Bugs & Crawly Things

WEEKLY TOPICS
•My Family
•My Feelings•My Pets

•Friendly Traits

•Farm Animals•In the Barn•Farm Food
•Farming

•Health & Safety•In the Neighborhood•Downtown•Creative Careers
•Forest Animals•Woodlands•Winter Gear•Winter Living

•Travel Tools•World Market•Natural Wonders•Human-Made Wonders
•Waiting for Babies•Carrying Babies•Keeping Babies Safe•Growing Babies

•Life Around the Pond•Pond Plants•Pond Insects•Life in the Pond

•In the Nest•Bird Parts
•Tree Birds
•Birds Around the World

•Backyard Bugs•Bug Homes•Camoufl age•Crawly Things

Little Read Riding Hood and the Lonely Wolf Forest Friends: A Bear Hug for Bunny

Old MacDonald Has a FarmForest Friends: Bear’s Salad Party

Bella and the Umbrella
Forest Friends: Raccoon Finds His Balance

The Shoemaker
Forest Friends: Owl’s Disappearing Muffi n

Wonder Around the WorldForest Friends: A Clubhouse for All

The Lion and the Beetle
Forest Friends: Puppy’s Visit

The Turtle, the Beaver and the PondForest Friends: First Things Fist

Hello Bird
Forest Friends: Tummy Trouble

The Three Butterfl ies
Forest Friends: Busy as a Bee

CHARACTER
TRAIT

Kindness

Patience

Resourcefulness

Honesty

Bravery

Fairness

Responsibility

Generosity

Respect

LETTERS & SOUNDS

Ff, Mm 
Aa, Pp, 
Tt & Oo

Nn, Ii, 
Ll, Cc,

Ee & Ss

Dd, Uu, 
Hh, Gg,  

Rr & Ww

Bb, Kk, 
Xx, Vv, 
Yy & Jj

Zz, Qq, 
Ff, Mm, 

Aa & Pp

Tt, Oo, 
Nn, Ii, 

Ll & Cc

Ee, Ss, 
Dd, Uu, 

Hh & Gg

Rr, Ww, 
Bb, Kk, 

Xx & Vv

Yy, Jj, 
Zz & Qq

SHAPES &
COLORS STORYTIME CONNECTIONS

Spanish Teacher Guides to 

   Ver el
crecimiento
 y el cambio 
Tipos de mariposas:      monarca,
cola de
    golondrina,         morfo azul, 
    pavo real

Diseña una    
   casa de las
  mariposas

ACTIVIDADES DE DESCUBRIMIENTOMatemáticas de las mariposasBingo de polinizadores con alas pintadas¿Qué preferirías? Juego de esconder a las monarcasCanción del néctar danzante 

LECCIONES 16 - 20

P E N S A R  E N

MARIPOSAS
Una guía para el profesor

www.ExperienceCurriculum.com  

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Family & Pets

Down on the Farm

Community Helpers

Winter in the Woods

Bugs & Crawly Things
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JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSICDancing 

My Family
with

Producer: Brian Steckler

Executive Producer: Leslie Falconer

Lyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler 

Music: Brian Steckler

Guitars: Danny Donnelly

Vocals: Michelle O’Neill, Chad Reisser and Nate, Zane and Brian Steckler

danceandbeats.com

800.523.6933

JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

My Family
JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

My Family
JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

11

12

You Gotta Love

Grandma, Do You Know 

Pickin’ Apples 1-2-3

The Happy Dance

Surprise! 

Friendship Love

Dear Pen Pal

Neighborhood Parade

Doggie Doo-Wop

Pretty Parrot

My Family

Circle Song



Make the most 
of your curriculum!

We offer a range of training and professional development opportunities, 
giving you the tools to learn, do and share.

Training & Professional 
Development

Blog 
Inspired Learning Blog supports educators with tangible 
resources, classroom support and educational articles on 
research-based best practices. Find the Inspired Learning Blog 
at blog.experienceearlylearning.com

Getting Started Webinar
A 30-minute webinar session to help you start with Experience 
Preschool curriculum. We’ll provide the support you need to 
effectively use the curriculum from day one. 

On-demand trainings
Our training platform offers free foundation courses for Experience 
Preschool, Toddler, and Baby curricula; as well as many courses 
on teaching strategies, parent communication, safety routines and 
other topics. Some courses are available in Spanish.

Professional development
We also offer live, custom-tailored onsite or virtual workshops and 
technical assistance at your chosen location. We work with you to 
determine the session or sessions that best support your program goals. 
A variety of workshop options can be personalized to your needs.

To learn more about training options, 
please contact our Support Team via email 

or live chat on our website!

Connect with 
fellow educators!
As a member of the Experience 
Early Learning community, you have 
exclusive access to our professional 
learning circles. Join a small group of 
your peers on Facebook. These small 
groups are made up of educators just 
like you sharing ideas and creative 
solutions. Stay connected all year and 
build a stronger community of support 
around early childhood education.

To get started, search 
Experience Curriculum 

on Facebook.

Training & Professional 

giving you the tools to learn, do and share.

Training & Professional Training & Professional 



Enhance your monthly Preschool 
Curriculum with theme-connected, 
supplemental resources that match 
your program goals and the 
developmental needs of your children.

Make Experience 
Preschool 

uniquely yours

Name

ExperienceMore Literacy

ExperienceEarlyLearning.com© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

All About Me

Name

ExperienceM rree LL
All About Me

Name

More MathExperience

More Math

ExperienceEarlyLearning.com

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

All About Me

To support multi-age groups with

All 
About Me

LearnersLearnersLLiittlettle

DANCE ‘N BEATS
The dance DVD and activity book 

connect with the Experience Preschool 
thematic album. 

EXPERIENCE GOD
Daily Christian devotional 

with weekly crafts. 

EXPERIENCE GOD
Daily Christian devotional 

EXPERIENCE GOD
Daily Christian devotional 

EXPERIENCE TOY BOX
Themed toy collections connect 

play and learning. 

Have questions? Get in touch with us!
ExperienceCurriculum.com

SPANISH LITERACY KIT
A bilingual supplement to support literacy 
instruction in Spanish. Includes a guide, 

Spanish books and instructional materials 
aligned to the Science of Reading.

18 MONTHS - 2½ YEARS 

LITTLE LEARNERS
Little Learners is a toddler supplement 

to the Preschool curriculum and 
includes Tray Play ideas and activity 
adaptations for younger learners in 

multi-age group settings.

AGES 4-6 YEARS

MORE MATH 
AND MORE LITERACY

Challenge your advanced, older 
learners with daily activities that 

reinforce kindergarten-ready math 
and literacy skills. 

Canción para la hora del círculo

Domingo, lunes, martes, miércoles, jueves, viernes, sábadoEstos son los días de la semana.

Días de la semana

LUNES

2
Meses del año

ENERO

Soy un ayudante

1 - 2 - 3 Ven a aprender conmigo.4 - 5 - 6 El calendario y fotos del tiempo.7 - 8 - 9 ¡Es la hora del círculo!Aplaude, aplaude, aplaude, aplaude, aplaude (repita)
Brinca, brinca, corre en tu lugar.Date la vuelta y siéntate.¡Canta conmigo!

Melodía: Estrellita, ¿dónde estás?Enero, febrero, marzo, abrilmayo, junio, julio, agostoseptiembre, octubre, noviembre,y diciembre
Estos son los meses del año

Soy un ayudante.
Puedo hacer muchas cosas por ti.Pídeme y verás.
Yo siempre haré lo mejor por ti.Ayudante, ayudante.Soy un ayudante.

Canciones y transiciones  © 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

Meses del año

Brinca, brinca, corre en tu lugar.Date la vuelta y siéntate.¡Canta conmigo!

Melodía: Estrellita, ¿dónde estás?Enero, febrero, marzo, abrilmayo, junio, julio, agostoseptiembre, octubre, noviembre,
Estos son los meses del año

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

Meses del año
Melodía: Estrellita, ¿dónde estás?Enero, febrero, marzo, abrilmayo, junio, julio, agostoseptiembre, octubre, noviembre,

Estos son los meses del año

Tarjetas de rimas

Use esta lista para ver los pares de rimas.

Gato ..........
.... Zapato

Casa ..........
.... Taza

Sol  ........
.........

Rana ...........
...

Cielo ..........
....

Pelota ..........
.

Mesa ..........
...

Vela ..........
.....

León ...........
....

Tomate

Perro

Toro

Pez

Ratón

Sombrero

Use esta lista para ver los pares de rimas.

Gato ..........
.... Zapato

Casa ..........
.... Taza

Sol  ........
.........

BbBb
barco

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

BbBb
Cc

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

Cc
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TA
R

JETA
 D

E LETR
A

: A

Aa
árbol

agua

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

TA
R

JETA
 D

E LETR
A

: A

GUÍA DE ALFABETIZACIÓN EN ESPAÑOL



Quick 
checklists
Planning and preparing for the year, 
month, week, day and every activity.

 Set up the Circle Time display.

 Distribute the Family Fliers (in Member Resources).

 Join our private Facebook group.

 Gather on-hand supplies.

YEAR

 Read and display the Theme Web and Weekly Activity Skill Charts.

 Gather storytime books from your local library 
(consult the Quick Peek section of your Teacher Guide or the Recommended Book List in Member Resources).

 Distribute the Family Newsletter
(in Lesson 1 Pack or in Member Resources).

 Participate in Curriculum implementation/foundations training.

E X P E R I E N C E  P R E S C H O O LTHEME WEB

Family & Pets

Family Tree

Siblings

Fun with Family

Family Activities

Special Grownups

Happy

Sad

Scared

Surprised

Mad

Care

Share

Help

Encourage
Dog

Cat

My Family

My Feelings

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

16

17

18

19

week 1LESSON 1

Family Tree

week 2LESSON 6

Happy

week 4LESSON 16

Care

week 3LESSON 11

Dog

week 1LESSON 2

Siblings

week 2LESSON 7

Sad

week 4LESSON 17

Share

week 1LESSON 3

Fun with Family

week 2LESSON 8

Scared

week 4LESSON 18

Help

week 1LESSON 4

Family Activities

week 2LESSON 9

Surprised

week 1LESSON 5

Special Grownups

week 2LESSON 10

Mad

© 2025  Experience Early Learning Co.

MONTH

20

Experience Preschool is a research-based curriculum that supports 

your child’s rapidly growing curiosity. As your child participates in 

this nationally recognized program, she will:• Build friendship skills and learn to how to express her feelings.

• Have access to specialized books, science tools, art materials, 

games and math manipulatives to encourage problem-solving 

and creative thinking.• Engage in daily routines and activities that support brain development 

while also building the self-regulation and attention span needed for 

long-term school success.

New Themes Every Month!
Every morning at Circle Time, your child’s teacher will reveal the topic 

of the day. There are 20 topics related to the new thematic study every 

month. Throughout the day, she will investigate these topics through 

hands-on projects, art and music. We believe every child is an artist, 

engineer and tinkering genius. Get ready to see a lot of your child’s hard 

work coming home and displayed on the walls in your school. We are 

excited to get to know your child’s unique brilliance as we learn together, 

hand in hand.

C U R R I C U L U M

C U R R I C U L U M

C U R R I C U L U M

C U R R I C U L U M

HANDS-ON LEARNING THROUGH PLAY
Your child’s teacher will use books, puppets, music, blocks, 

puzzles and manipulatives to inspire a love of learning. While 

your child plays, she will naturally build 72 foundational skills. 

These skills are interwoven within 7 developmental domains:

• social studies• creative development

Social -EmotionalDevelopmentPhysical

CreativeDevelopment
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DATE ______________________

MY FAMILY WEEKLY ACT IV IT Y  SK I L L  CHART
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ACTIVITY TYPE
ACTIVITY TITLE

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL APPROACHES TO LEARNING PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE & LITERACY
MATH 

SCIENCE 
SOCIAL STUDIES

CREATIVE ARTS

CT: Discussion
Family Tree Discussion

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

CT: Alphabet Adventure
Introduce Letter Ff

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

CT: Community Challenge
Who Shook the Apple Tree?

SED 3c Social Relationships

M 1e Number Sense

CA 1a Music, CA 2b

Creative Corner
My Family Tree

PD 2 Fine Motor

SS 1a Culture & Community
CA 3a Visual Arts

Small Group
Jack and Jill

LLD 3a Phonological Awareness

Table Top

Diverse Families

M 6 Classifi cation

SS 1a Culture & Community

Story Corner
Me and My Family Tree

LLD 6a Reading Comprehension

SS 1a Culture & Community

Refl ection

Family Tree Refl ection

LLD 2a Communication

Music & Movement
You Gotta Love Your Family

PD 1 Gross Motor

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CT: Discussion
Siblings Discussion

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

CT: Alphabet Adventure
Introduce Letter Mm

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

CT: Community Challenge
Go Play

SED 1a Self-Awareness

LLD 1a Listening

CA 2b Dance & Movement

Creative Corner
Family Puzzle

ATL 1b Attention & Persistence

LLD 7a Writing

M 2a Spatial Awareness

SS 1a Culture & Community

Small Group
Counting Families

M 1a Number Sense

Table Top

My Special Name

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

Story Corner
Lola Reads to Leo

LLD 5 Concepts of Print, LLD 6b

SS 1a Culture & Community

Refl ection

Siblings Refl ection
SED 1a Self-Awareness

Music & Movement
Sibling Love

SED 3c Social Relationships

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CT: Discussion
Fun with Family Discussion

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

CT: Alphabet Adventure
Explore Letter Ff

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

CT: Community Challenge
What If We Spent the Day...

SED 3a Social Relationships

LLD 2a Communication

SS 1a Culture & Community

Creative Corner
My Basket

M 4a Measurement
SCI 1a & 1b Investigation & Inquiry

CA 3a Visual Arts

Small Group
Fun with Family

LLD 3b        , LLD 2d

Table Top

Building My Family

ATL 1b Attention & Persistence

Story Corner
Little Red Riding Hood and the Lonely Wolf SED 3d Social Relationships

Refl ection

Fun with Family Refl ection

Music & Movement
Surprise for Mom

SED 1d Self-Awareness

CA 2a Dance & Movement

CT: Discussion
Family Activities Discussion

CT: Alphabet Adventure

SS 1a Culture & Community
CA 3a Visual Arts

SS 1a Culture & Community

SS 1a Culture & Community

CA 3a Visual Arts, CA 4a Drama

SS 1a Culture & CommunitySS 1a Culture & Community

CA 1b Music, CA 2bSS 1a Culture & Community
CA 4a Drama

SS 1a & 1b Culture & Community CA 4a Drama
SS 1a Culture & Community

CA 3a Visual Arts
SS 3a Geography

CA 4a Drama

SCI 4 Technology

CA 4b Drama

LE
S
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 1

LE
S

S
O

N
 3
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S

S
O

N
 2

S
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N
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.

SCI 4 Technology

SUGGESTED BOOK LIST Friends & Feelings

ExperienceCurriculum.com 
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LESSON 1  
SAYING HELLO

LESSON 2  
PLACES FRIENDS MEET

LESSON 3  
YOU ARE SPECIAL

LESSON 4  
GETTING TO KNOW YOU

LESSON 5  
PLAYING TOGETHER

LESSON 16  
BODY LANGUAGE 

LESSON 17  
PHONE

LESSON 18  
MAIL

LESSON 19 
TECHNOLOGY

LESSON 20  
GOOD LISTENING

LESSON 11  
INCLUDE EVERYONE

LESSON 12  
SHARE

LESSON 13  
CARE

LESSON 14 
SAY SORRY

LESSON 15  
WORK TOGETHER

LESSON 6  
HAPPY

LESSON 7  
SAD

LESSON 8  
MAD

LESSON 9  
SURPRISED

LESSON 10  
SCARED

Yo! Yes?
by Chris Raschka 

Beekle: The 
Unimaginary 
Friend
by Dan Santat 

Forest Friends: 
A Kind Friend 

A Rainbow of Friends
by P.K. Hallinan 

Frog and Toad 
Are Friends
by Arnold Lobel

My Many 
Colored Days
by Dr. Seuss 

The Pout-Pout Fish
by Deborah Diesen 

I Am
by Chris Lensch 

The Wednesday 
Surprise
by Eve Bunting 

Sylvester and 
the Magic Pebble
by William Steig

The Doorbell 
Rang
by Pat Hutchins 

Llama Llama 
Time to Share
by Anna Dewdney 

Bear Feels Sick
by Karma Wilson 

I’m Sorry
by Gina and 
Mercer Mayer 

Duck & Goose
by Tad Hills

Say Hello!
by Linda Davick 

Grandma’s 
in the Phone
by Shelby Hoefl ing

Dear Polar Bear...
by Barry Ablett 

The Berenstain 
Bears’ Computer 
Trouble
by Jan 
& Mike Berenstain

Listen Buddy
by Helen Lester

LESSON 12  

by Deborah Diesen 
the Magic Pebble

The Doorbell 

by Pat Hutchins by Anna Dewdney 

Bear Feels Sick
by Karma Wilson 

by Linda Davick 
by Shelby Hoefl ing

Included!

Included!

ExperienceCurriculum.com 
© 2024 Experience Early Learning Co.

LESSON 18  LESSON 19 
TECHNOLOGY

LESSON 20  
GOOD LISTENING

LESSON 13  LESSON 14 
SAY SORRY

LESSON 15  
WORK TOGETHER

I’m Sorry
by Gina and 
Mercer Mayer 

Duck & Goose
by Tad Hills

The Berenstain 
Bears’ Computer 
Trouble
by Jan 
& Mike Berenstain

Listen Buddy
by Helen Lester

(in Member Resources).

E
• Build friendship skills• Have access to specialized books, science tools, art materials, 

games and math manipulatives to encourage 
and creative thinking.• Engage in daily routines and activities that support brain development 

while also building the long-term school success.

Calendar © 2024 Experience Early Learning Co.

Sunday
domingo

Monday
lunes

Tuesday
martes

Wednesday
miércoles

Thursday
jueves

Friday
viernes

Saturday
sábado

sunny

rainy

windy

stormy

snowy

cloudy

ho

t
warm

cool

cold
fre

ez
in

g

WEATHER STATION

ca
lm

zy

w
indy

Circle Time: Weather Station © 2024 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Theme Poster © 2022 Experience Early Learning Co.

September

October

November

circle
círculo

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

red
ro o

one
uno

two
dos

Number Card: One © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Number Card: Two © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co.

one
uno

two
dos

Number Card: One © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Number Card: Two © 2025 Experience Early Learning, Co.
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Shape&Color

Forest Friends

Letter
Title Cards 2  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Shape&Color

Forest Friends

Letter

Title Cards 2  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Shape&Color

Forest Friends

Letter

Title CardsCircle Time

Number
Feelings

Check-In

Title Cards 1  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Title CardsCircle Time

Number
Check-In

Title Cards 1  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.
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Feelings Pockets © 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.
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scared
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Alphabet Strip  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff 

Gg Hh Ii J  Kk Ll Mm

Nn Oo Pp Q Rr Ss Tt

Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz 

Alphabet Strip  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff 

Gg Hh

Nn Oo Pp Q Rr Ss Tt

Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz 

Alphabet Strip  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff 

Gg Hh Ii J  Kk Ll Mm

Nn

Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz 

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff 

Gg Hh Ii J  Kk Ll Mm

Nn Oo Pp Q Rr Ss Tt

Calendar Pieces © 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.
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New Themes Every Month!
Every morning at Circle Time, your child’s teacher will reveal the topic 

of the day. There are 20 topics related to the new thematic study every 

month. Throughout the day, she will investigate these topics through 

hands-on projects, art and music. We believe every child is an artist, 

engineer and tinkering genius. Get ready to see a lot of your child’s hard 

work coming home and displayed on the walls in your school. We are 

excited to get to know your child’s unique brilliance as we learn together, 

• social studies• creative development

Gathering List
Each day, you will do many exciting hands-on activities with your 
children. Most of the supplies you will need are included in your 
Experience Preschool Curriculum Kit.
The items that are not included are listed here for easy gathering. 
Many of these supplies can be adjusted to use items in your room that 
you have on hand. Feel free to be creative and resourceful. You might 
even choose to brainstorm alternatives with children. 

Family & Pets

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

LESSON 8
Flashlight
Envelopes

LESSON 9
Bag

LESSON 11
Shaker mix

LESSON 12
Pompom or cotton ball

LESSON 13
Pompom
Pipecleaner

LESSON 14
Pebbles/gravel/
      sand (optional)

LESSON 16
Teapot 
(or pitcher)

LESSON 17
Additional 
stamps 
(optional)

LESSON 16

Bags
Balls
Beanbags
Bins/buckets
Blanket/sheet/towel

Blocks
Books
Bowls
Boxes/baskets
Chalk
Colored and regular pencils

Construction 
paper 
(multi-color)

Containers
Crayons
Cups
Glue (white glue and glue sticks)

Hole punch
Magazines and newspapers

Markers
Mirrors
Nature items
Paint (tempura and watercolor)Paintbrushes

Paper 
(including scrap)

Playdough
Sand
Scissors 
(child-safe
 and teacher)

Spoons
Spray bottles
Stapler
Sticky notes
Stuffed animals
Tape (clear 
and masking)

Tote bag
Trays
Yarn/string/
ribbon

Keep on  hand:

September

Bags
Balls
Beanbags
Bins/buckets
Blanket/sheet/
towel
Blocks
Books
Bowls
Boxes/baskets
Chalk
Colored and 
regular pencils
Construction 
paper 
(multi-color)

Containers
Crayons
Cups
Glue (white glue 
and glue sticks)
Hole punch
Magazines and 
newspapers
Markers
Mirrors
Nature items
Paint (tempura 
and watercolor)
Paintbrushes
Paper 
(including scrap)

Playdough
Sand
Scissors 
(child-safe
 and teacher)
Spoons
Spray bottles
Stapler
Sticky notes
Stuffed animals
Tape (clear 
and masking)
Tote bag
Trays
Yarn/string/
ribbon

Keep on  hand:



 Read about the week’s Theme and learn background 
 information to share with children.

 Make notes for any extra activities or outings 
you may want to do.

WEEK

 Read the daily Lesson Plan (in the Teacher Guide).

 Collect supplies from the Gathering List
(and provided supplies in the Lesson Pack and Supply Bags).

 Display the Conversation Poster (from Lesson Pack)

for families and children to see when they arrive.

DAY

 Discuss: Make notes of child quotes.

Explore: Observe and write anecdotes.

Play: Follow the child’s lead and adapt 
 or extend the experience.

Assess: Record the child’s skill level and save work 
to be used for future goals and family communication.

ACTIVITY

Celebrate!
You nurtured a child’s heart & mind 
and set them up for life-long learning.
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to be used for future goals and family communication.

Celebrate!
You nurtured a child’s heart & mind 
and set them up for life-long learning.
You nurtured a child’s heart & mind 
and set them up for life-long learning.
You nurtured a child’s heart & mind 
and set them up for life-long learning.

2

3

INTRODUCTION TO WEEK 1:  MY FAMILY

KEY VOCABUL ARY LET TER PHONIC WORDS BASIC CONCEP TS
family, tree, siblings, wolf, 
cottage, afraid, worried, 
frightened, kind, laugh

Ff, Mm
fi sh, fork, fan, 

milk, mouse, moon
red, circle, kind

All families are unique and special. At an early age, it is important for children to talk about not only their family, but others’ as 

well. Through discussions, books, games and dramatic play, children will learn about and celebrate a variety of family structures 

and how uniquely different they can be. Children are able to expand their understanding of families by learning that even though 

families are different, they share many similarities too. Preschool classrooms can model positive familial dynamics by practicing 

cooperation, problem-solving and kindness. Teachers and caregivers can provide an environment that nurtures the idea that 

children are valued members of their family and the classroom.

FAMILY TREE SIBLINGS FUN WITH FAMILY FAMILY 
ACTIVITIES

SPECIAL 
GROWNUPS

WEEK 1

My 
Family

Family & Pets

WEEK 4

Friendly 
Traits

WEEK 2

My Pets

WEEK 3

My 
Feelings

2

3

GROWNUPS

2
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LESSON 9

D I S C U S S I O N

SED 1d Self-Awareness

LLD 2a Communication

•Show the Conversation 

Poster and ask, “When might 

you feel surprised?”

A L P H A B E T 

A D V E N T U R E

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

•Show the letter Pp card. Use 

a letter chant to review the 

letter name and sound. Invite 

the children to say the sound 

and do the movement.

Surprised
Surprise Party
SED 1d Self-Awareness   SED 3c Social Relationships 

C O M M U N I T Y  C H A L L E N G E

Do Together

•Explain what it means to feel surprised. Use the face and body to 

demonstrate. Ask, “Would you want a surprise party? Why or why not?”

•Have the children stand in a circle. Select a child to stand in the middle. 

Invite the children in the circle to call out "surprise!" Encourage the child 

in the middle to show their surprised face. Repeat.

This activity builds self-awareness by supporting emotion 

identifi cation and group participation.

Circle Time

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Do they create a scene and role-play?

Discuss

• What are some ways your family celebrates? 

What would you wear to a party?

Make
• Give each child a plate. Encourage the 

children to dip a � nger in paint and 

decorate the plate with � ngerprints.

• Once dry, help the children fold the plate 

in half and cut four equal slits in the 

center to make triangles.

• Open the plate, then fold up the eight 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 

stickers as desired.

Play
• Invite the children to wear their crowns 

and pretend they are at a party. Ask 

questions about the type of party, who 

will be there and what will happen. 

Party Crown
CA 4a Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor   SS 1b Culture & Community

C R E A T I V E  C O R N E R

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES

Glue
Paint
Scissors 

(child-safe)

 Drama   PD 2 Fine Motor  

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

YOUR SUPPLIES

Party Crown
CA 4a Drama  CA 4a Drama  

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

Plate
Stickers

YOUR SUPPLIES

Glue
Paint
Scissors 

(child-safe)

Make
&Play
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I Will 
Surprise 

My Friend!
by Mo Willems

LLD 6a & LLd 6b Reading Comprehension

•Show the book cover and 

read the title. Defi ne the word 

“surprise.” Invite the children to 

brainstorm ways Elephant and 

Piggie might surprise each other. 

Record their answers.

•Read the book. Defi ne words, 

such as, rock, monster, lunch, 

save and tag. Talk about the 

characters. Ask questions, such 

as, “Who are the characters ? 

What did they want to do?"

•If you read the book again, 

invite the children to share 

their feelings. Ask, “Did you 

feel surprised? Did you like the 

story? Why or why not?"

S U G G E S T E D  S T O R Y

Five-Eyed Monster
M 1c Number Sense   PD 2 Fine Motor

Discuss and Explore

• How many eyes do you have? Help 

the children count one number to 

one eye. What if you saw a monster 

with � ve eyes? How would you feel?

• Explain that the children will play 

a number game to add eyes to 

their monsters.

Play Together 

• Place the cards in the cube. Invite 

a child to roll the cube and identify 

the number. If needed, identify the 

number for them.

• Invite the children to put that many 

wiggle eyes on their playdough 

monster. Repeat.

• Simplify: Lay out � ve wiggle eyes. 

Invite the children to match their 

wiggle eyes one-to-one.

• Challenge: Invite the children to count 

wiggle eyes using higher number cards.

OBSERVE: Does the child count up to fi ve wiggle eyes?

S M A L L  G R O U P  M A T H

R E F L E C T I O N

LLD 2a Communication   SED 1d Self-Awareness 

•Who would you want to surprise? How 

would you do it? 

M U S I C  A N D  M O V E M E N T

Surprise Dance
CA 2a Dance & Movement   PD 4b Personal Care

•Play “Surprise! (Instrumental),” track 5 on the 

Dancing with My Family album.

•Invite the children to tiptoe and dance quietly 

to the beat of the calm music. Encourage 

them to pop up with surprise and dance with 

energy to the excited music. 

•Name different body parts. Explore moving 

just that part in different ways and with 

different energy levels.

Closing Time

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes

 Number Cards: 

1-6*
 Pocket Cube*

YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough

 Scissors

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 

Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 

and /p/?

Set Up
• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, 

the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play

• Show the children the I Spy 

Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter 

A and the /a/ sound. Provide an 

example of a word that begins with 

the letter Aa.

• Encourage the children to � nd and 

color pictures that begin with the 

/a/ sound. Invite them to � nd the 

upper- and lowercase letter As.

• Repeat for the letter Pp.

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring: 

Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses: 

Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES

 Crayons

FAMILY & PETS  LESSON 9

I Spy Letter Aa and Pp
LLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

 Playdough
YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough

 Scissors

For children with 

fi ne motor challenges,

see “Adaptations”

A
I Will 

• What are some ways your family celebrates? 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 

Five-Eyed Monster
M 1c

S M A L L  G R O U P  

SUPPLIES
 Wiggle Eyes

 Number Cards: 

 Pocket Cube*

Set Up
• Set out the I Spy Coloring sheets, 

the I Spy Glasses and crayons.

Independent Play

• Show the children the I Spy 

Coloring: Aa side. Say the letter 

A and the /a/ sound. Provide an 

example of a word that begins with 

T A B L E  T O P  L I T E R A C Y

SUPPLIES
FOR EACH CHILD

 I Spy Coloring:  I Spy Coloring: 

Aa, Pp

 I Spy Glasses:  I Spy Glasses: 

Aa, Pp

YOUR SUPPLIES

 Crayons Crayons

I Spy Letter Aa and Pp
LLD 4 Alphabet Knowledge   LLD 3c Phonological Awareness

YOUR SUPPLIES

 Playdough Playdough

 Scissors

For children with 

fi ne motor challenges,

see “Adaptations”

A

 Crayons Crayons Crayons Surprise Dance
CA 2a Dance & Movement   

•Play “Surprise! (Instrumental),” track 5 on the 

Dancing with My Family album.
Dancing with My Family album.
Dancing with My Family

•Invite the children to tiptoe and dance quietly 

to the beat of the calm music. Encourage 

them to pop up with surprise and dance with 

the letter Aa.

• Encourage the children to � nd and 

color pictures that begin with the 

example of a word that begins with 

the letter Aa.

Gathering List
Each day, you will do many exciting hands-on activities with your 

children. Most of the supplies you will need are included in your 

Experience Preschool Curriculum Kit.
The items that are not included are listed here for easy gathering. 

Many of these supplies can be adjusted to use items in your room that 

you have on hand. Feel free to be creative and resourceful. You might 

even choose to brainstorm alternatives with children. 

Family & Pets
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LESSON 8
Flashlight
Envelopes

LESSON 9

LESSON 12
Pompom or cotton ball

LESSON 13
Pompom
Pipecleaner

LESSON 14
Pebbles/gravel/      sand (optional)

LESSON 16
Teapot 
(or pitcher)

LESSON 17
Additional 
stamps 
(optional)

LESSON 16

Bags
Balls
Beanbags
Bins/buckets
Blanket/sheet/towel

Blocks
Books
Bowls
Boxes/basketsChalk

Colored and regular pencilsConstruction paper 
(multi-color)

Containers
Crayons
Cups
Glue (white glue and glue sticks)Hole punch

Magazines and newspapers
Markers
Mirrors
Nature items
Paint (tempura and watercolor)Paintbrushes

Paper 
(including scrap)

Playdough
Sand
Scissors 
(child-safe
 and teacher)Spoons

Spray bottlesStapler
Sticky notes
Stuffed animalsTape (clear and masking)Tote bag

Trays
Yarn/string/ribbon

Keep on  hand:

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Do they create a scene and role-play?

• Open the plate, then fold up the eight 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 

stickers as desired.

Play
• Invite the children to wear their crowns 

and pretend they are at a party. Ask 

questions about the type of party, who 

will be there and what will happen. 

OBSERVE: Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

Does the child wear the crown and pretend to be at a party? 

triangles to create a crown. Decorate with 

Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 

and /p/?

OBSERVE: Does the child identify the upper- and lowercase Aa and 

Pp and say the sound? Do they say or fi nd words that start with /a/ 

Gathering List
Each day, you will do many exciting hands-on activities with your 

children. Most of the supplies you will need are included in your 

Experience Preschool Curriculum Kit.
The items that are not included are listed here for easy gathering. 

Many of these supplies can be adjusted to use items in your room that 

you have on hand. Feel free to be creative and resourceful. You might 

even choose to brainstorm alternatives with children. 
LESSON 8

Flashlight
Envelopes

LESSON 9

week 2

LESSON 9

Surprised
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